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CHAin'KIl I. 


objeo.t of tluH KHuay ik to p.xjjlaiu w 
cli'urly lu) 1 ftiu able, Iho gi-outulfl of an 
ojuniou ^Yluc!b I Uavo l»cbl from tivo very oarlioHt 
period when I luid formed any opiniona at all on 
Bociid or polilioftl mi\Ucr»> and wbieb, inatoad of 
l)ein« woukimed or modilied, Imn Imnn eonslautly 
('I’owinK by Urn pro^nrsa (»f rollocLiou 

and Llitj ('xiKTionco of life: Tlmt tlio prineiplo 
•\vliioh n’{^tdale« Lbc oxialitiK Hociiil rclutiona 
betwixjii tlio two Hexes— the legal Hubordimitlou of 
011(5 sex to tlio otber — is wrong in itself, and now 
ono of the eliicf liiudvanccs to human improve* 
numt j and that it ought to bo replaced by a 
prineiido uf perfect equality, admitting no power 
or privil(5g(5 ou tlio ono wdo, nor disability on the 
other. 

Tlio very words noeossary to express the task 
I have undertakon, show Jiow arduous it is. 
3iut it would lio a mistako to suppose that Uic 
difllculty of the enso must lio in Iho insunioiency 
or obscurity of tho grounds of rouson ou whicli 
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my conviction rests. Tlin dinieiiUy is lliiit n liicli 
exists in nil cuhcs in wliieh llicri; is ii irmsM of 
feeling to 1)C (xnilendcd nguiuHL. So long iih 
an opinion is strongly ro«)leil in tin* (oetings, 
it gains rallirr thiin loses in stability l>y Iniviiig 
a prcpoiuloniting wciglit of' argnnicnt against 
it. l''or if it wore accepted as ti result of 
argument, the vefnUilion of tins argument might 
shake the solidity of tlie conviction j but U'licn it 
routs solely on feeling, tin; worst* it fares in argu- 
mentative contest, (lie more perHUuded its iidlie- 
ronts nvo llml their feeling must liuvesome deeper 
ground, wliioh the argiiimmls dti not reiieli ; 
aud while the feeling romaina, it is always Ihrow- 
iiigup frcsii inlrcnelimontH ofnrgnment to r(‘[iuii‘ 
any bvcaeli made in the old. Ami tliern are so 
many causes tending to make llie feetiiigH con- 
nected with lIuH subject the most inliaist; ami 
most deeply-rooted tif all lliose whieh gallicr 
round and jiroteet old inslitniions and eiiHloms, 
tluit wo need not womler to (iml tliem as yol loss 
undermined and looMciied than any of tin; rest 
by the progi'css of the great mtulern H|)Iritiial and 
social transition j nor supposo tluU Lht^ liarliarisms 
to which men cling longeat must bo less liar- 
■barisms than those wliicli limy earlier Khnkc off. 

In every respect the burthen is lianl on tboMC 
who attack an almost luiivoraal opinion. Tlioy 
must be very foi-tuimto oa well m umisuiiUy 
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oimuMc. if Uu'y (ililtiin w luMvriufr ui jvll. M'lioy 
liuvc moil? (liinfulty iii (ilitniniiiK il trial, tlmii 
any (jihar liligunU Imvn «i KcUiiiK n vrnlirl. U’ 
tli(?y (1(1 (‘xUji'l a JuMiriiipf, they iiru Hiihjcrldd t(J a 
adl. of hi^ical iv(|niivmruts Idlnlly ilifl'civuL fn»in 
(IwiHii ('xaclcd from otlu?r j»r(j|)lo. In all oi.licir 
(aiHCH, llic lmi’lln!U(»f proof iw «!ijjpoHi*(l to li(Mvith 
lli(! aHii’inaliv(*. If a pitraoii ia {■harg(Hl with a 
nninh'j', it rcaU with tlioac wlio a(!(?u«o him to 
giv(i jji'(jof of Ilia ffuiU, not with liimKcdf to jn'ovo 
Ilia imiocoiico. If there i« a (linbronco of opinion 
aliout the reality of any alleged hlHtoncal ovonl, 
in which the fiudingx of men in general iiro not 
mu{!h iiileresUrd, aa the Siege of Troy tor 
exaiiiphi, thoHO wIkj nminlaiii that tlie (jveiit took 
place an; exjureted to pnainec lludr proo(«, heforc? 
tliONC! M'ho iaho tli'e ollun* aide, caii In; I’Cfiuiixid to 
say anytldug} and at no Unu; are these ni- 
([uired tu do more than allow that tlio (jvidouec 
prodiuanl by the others i« of no value. Again, in 
practicral matlci’s, tliu Inirllioii of ‘proof is aup- 
jMi«ed to be with thouo who are against Uhorty; 
who contend for any vcatrieliou or jjj'ohibi- 
tion j (dtlicY any Umitntiou of Iho general iVcotlom 
of human action, or any discpinlificaliun or dis- 
parity of privilege aiVecling one porson or hind 
ol‘ porsons, us eumparnrl witli otliors. TJio 
il priori proa\iin]>lM>ii la in favour of freedom 
and impartiality. It is hold tliat tlioru should 
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! be no resti'aint not required by tlic gciioral good) 
and t]iat tlic law sliould be no respecter ol'i)erson8, 
but should treat all alike, save wbevo dissiiuilnrvty 
of treatment is required by positive reasons, citlior 
of justice or of policy. But of none of these rules 
‘ of evidence will the hcncfit be allowed to those 
who maintain tlic opinion I profess. It is ufic- 
leaa for me to say that those who maiiitiiin the 
doctrine that men have a right to command and 
women are under an obligation to obey, or tliat 
men are fit for government and women nn/lt, are 
on the affirmative side of the question, and that 
they arc bound to show positive cvidoncc for tho 
assertions, or submit to their rejeotion. It is 
equally unavailing for me to say that those who 
deny to women any freedom or privilege rightly 
allowed to men, having the donblo presumption 
against them that they arc opposing freedom 
• and recommending partiality, must be held to 
the strictest proof of their ease, and unless their 
success bo such as to exclude all doubt, tho judg- 
ment ought to go against them. These would ho 
thought good pleas in any common ease ; but 
they will not bo thought so hi this iiiatanco. 
Before I could hope to make any impression, 
I should be expected not only to answer 
all that has over been said by those who take 
the other side of the question, hut to imagine 
all that could be said by them — to find them 
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ill reasons, as well ns answer all I find : and 
besides refilling all uvgumeuts for llic nlfivmaiive, 

I aliall 1)0 called upon for iuvincililo positive 
arginncnts to jirovo a negative. And even if I 
could do all this, and leave the opposite party 
with a lioat of unanswered argnnioiits against 
them, and not a single iinrcfuted one on tlicir sidc^ 

1 should 1)0 thonglit to have done litllo j for 
a cause snjiportod on tlio one hand by universal 
usage, and on the other by so groat n propondc- 
rniiec of popular HcnI-iment, is sujipnscd to have a 
pi’csuniptioii in its favour, 8n])Ci’ior to any con- ^ 
vicliou Nvliieh au appeal to reason has posver to 
produoo in any intelleetH but those of a high ehiHS, 
r do not nienlion iIioko dilhcnUies to (loinpliiin 
of Ihein; (irsl, bccaiiso it would be usolcsaj they 
lire Insopaniblo from having to contond tliruugh 
people’s under.HtnndingH against the hostility ^ 
of tlioir feedings and practical londcncins i and 
truly the understandings of iho majority of niau- 
kiud would need to be much better cultivated than 
has ever yoL been tlio case, before they can be 
asked to place aueli relianco in their own power 
of cisliuiating arguments, as to give up practical 
pi‘iuci]ilc8 in which they Imvo bcoubor)! and hred 
and which arc tho basis of much of the exisliiig 
order of tho world, at tho first argiuneiiLative 
attack which they am not capable of logically 
resisting. I do not thereforo quarrel with them 
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for having too little faith in argument, but for 
having too much faith in custom and tlic general 
feeling. It is one of the characteristic j)rcju- 
diccs of tlic reaction of the nineteenth century 
'.against the eighteenth, to aceonl to the unrea- 
soning elements in hmnau nature the infallil)ility 
which tlic eighteenth century is supposed to have 
ascribed to the i-easoinug elements. For the 
apotheosis of llcason we have substituted that of 
Instinct ; and we call everything instinct whicli 
we fmil in ourselves and for which wo cannot 
trace any rational foundation. Tins idolatry, 
infinitely more degrading than the other, and 
the most pernicious of the false worships of 
the present day, of all of which it is now the 
main support, ivill probably hold its ground until 
it gives way before a sound psychology, laying 
bare the real i-oot of mucli that is bowed down 
to as the iutcntiou of Nature and the ordinance 
of God. As regards the present question, I am 
willing fo accept the unfavourable conditions 
which the prejudice assigns to me. 1 consent 
that established custom, and the general feeling, 
should be deemed conclusive against me, unless 
that custom and feeling from age to age can be 
shown to have owed their oxiatcuce to otlier 
causes tlian their soundness, and to have derived 
their power from the worse rather than the bettor 
parts of human nature. I am williug that judg- 


waa gn)uu(\(:(\ ou experionco oi* llic mode in wiiioli 
they could bo mo&t effectually attained. If tUc 
auLliority of men over women, when first osta- 
blislied, liiul 1 ){ 50 U the reanit of a (lousoientlous 
com|mi'isou belwooii dillci'ciit modes t)I' coiisti- 
tutinf^’ tlie f^ovornmont of society; if, after trying 
various otUer mudCH of Boe.ial ov^aui'/iatiou — tUo 
govenuiieiit of women over men, etiuiility bcLwoon 
tlio two, and sneh mixed and divided modes of 
govcriuiumt as miglit bo invented — it liatl been 
doeidr.d, on Liio Icatimony of oxperionec, that tho 
mode in wlneU women avo wholly uuilci' tl\o yule 
of men, having no .share at all in public concerns, 
and (saoli in privalo being under tljo legal ob- 
ligation of obediouco to the man witli wlioin slio 
has lUisooiaLcd h(^r destiny, was the nrraiigemont 
most conducive to the bnpinness and well being o( 
boUij its general adoption might then ])C fairly 
thought to bo some ovulonoc lliat, at tho tiino 
wlieii it was adopted, it was tbo best : though oven 
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tlicn tlio conaidcratioiiR which rccoiniucndcd it 
may, like so ivuDiy other primeval social facts of 
tlic greatest importance, Iiuvc subscciucntly, in tlio 
co\u’80 of ages, ceased to exist. But ihe state of 
the case is in every respect tlio revoiso oi‘ this. 
In tlic first place, the opinuni in fiivonr of tlic 
present Hyslcin, which entirely siihordinalcs the 
weaker sex to tlm strougev, rests upon theory 
only; for ihcro never ha.s been Irliil made of 
any otlior : so that experience, in Hie sense in 
wliich it is vulgarly o)>poHcd lo thinn'y, i;anuot be 
protended to have prononiiccd any verdict. And 
in tlic second place, tljo adoption of Uuh Rystem 
of inequality never was Iho result of dcliboj’iition, 
or forethought, or any social ideas, or any nolioii 
wlialever of wlmt conduced to tlio Ij^nefit of 
liumanity or the good order of society, arose ; 
simply from the fact that from tlic very earliest j 
twilight of liuinan soeicly, every wonmn (owing/ 
to the value attached to her !)y men, coinbined^ 
with her inforlority in innsc\ilar strength) u'as 
found in u state of bondago to some man. 
Laws and systems of polily alway-s bogin by | 
recognising tho relations they find airoady exist-' 
ing between individuals. They convert wlmt 
M'as a mere physical fact into a legal riglit, givo 
it tlio sanctiou of society, and principally aim at 
tho snbstitiitiou of public and orgaiiixed means 
of asserting and prutcoling those rights, instead 



ctieJij including hie sluvca. In curly limes, 
tlio great iniijorifcy of llic male sex were slaves, 
1V8 well as the wholo of the female. A.ud many 
agea elapsed, some of them ngi^ of high culti- 
vation, bcibn! Juiy thinker wus hold ciiougli to 
qiK'Htiou tli(^ rightfnlneN.s, and llie uhsoluto social 
iiC(!(’N.sily, (dflier of tho one slavery or of Iho 
otiior. lly dogvc'OH wneh tluukcra did arise: ^ud 
(tile general progress of society nssistiugj.. tlio 
slavory of the male sex has, in all the coniilrics 
of Chrialiim J'lnmpe at least (tiiongli, in one of 
them, only within tho lip»l lew years) been at 
length abolialiod, and t)mt of the Icnialc sex has 
liceu gnulvmlly ehunged into a milder form of 
(tcjiendcnce. Hut tins dependoneo, ns it exiaU 
at j)VCH(!nt^ is not an original instilulioii, taking 
a fresh start from con-siderntions of jns.Liec and 
social cxpc(li(!uey — It is tho primitive stiito of 
siavory lasting on, through «uce(»Kivc miligationa 
anti modincations .ocoftaioned by tho same eausos 


wliicli have softened llio general manners^ and 
bvouglit all luunan i*clation8 more under the 
control of jnstlcc inul the influence of l\v\un\uity^ 
It has not lost the taint of its l)nilul origin. 
No prcsuinplion in its favour, lhei'(‘fbre, can ho 
drawn from tlic fact of its cxistciurc. 'I’lie 
only such presumption which it could lie s\»p- 
posed to Imvc, must be gi-oiiiulcd (jii its liiiving 
lasted till now, when so many otlioi' things wliieli 
came down from the same odious ROUi'(:e luivo 
been done away with. Au<l this, indeed, is wluvt 
makes it strange to ordinary ears, to Insar it 
asserted that tlio inequality of riglils between 
mcii and women lins no other source Lliiui the 
law of the strongest. 

That this statemont should Imve llio efldct of 
a paradox, is in some rcspccls credilahlo to tlio 
progress of civilization, and t)»o improvement of 
tlio moral sentimeuts of mankind. Wo now live 
— tliat is to say, one or two of tlio most ad- 
vanced nations of the world j\ow live — in a .sLato 
in whicli the law of tho strongest seems lo bo 
entirely abandoned as tlio rcgnlatiug priuciplo 
of tho woi'Id^s adairs: nobody professes it, and, 
as regards most of llio relations between lininaii 
beings, nobody is permitted topraoliso it. Wlien 
any one succeeds in doing so, It is under cover of 
some pretext wliich gives him tho scmblanco of 
having some general sooiul interest on Ins side. 
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Tliis being the ostonsiblc state; of things, pcoj)lo 
Ihitler IheniRclves that tlic rule of inoro force is 
ciitleil; that Uio taw of tho slrojigcst cannot be the 
reason of oxistenco of nnylhiiig which has roinaiiicd 
in full operation doM'a to tho present time. IIom'- 
ever any of our present institutions may liavc be- 
gun, it can only, they think, have heen preserved 
to tliis period of mlvanccd civili/alion by a >Y(;U- 
groiuided feeling of its adaptation to human na- 
ture, and conducivciics.s to tlio general good. They 
do not undcrvstaiul tltc gimt vitality and dura- 
bility of inatilutioiia which place rigliL on tlio side 
of inigliLj how intensely tlnty are clung to ; )io\v 
tlie go(j(l as well ns tin; l)ml j>ropcnsili(*s and seiili- 
menls of those wlio have ponan* in tlicir liands, 
hecomo identined with rclaiiiing it; liow slowly 
tliCHO 1)11(1 iiiHlitutions give way, one at a time, 
the W(;al<(’st lirat, beginning with tlioso which are 
lea.st interwoven with tlio daily hnl)itB of lifo ; and 
how very rarely thosI\\vho Irnvo olitainod legal 
powin- because they first had pliysical, havo ever 
lost tlieir hold of it until the jdiyaioal power had 
passed over to the other side. Such shifting of 
the physical foroo not having taken place in tho 
ease of women j this fact, enmhined with all the 
peeuliur and characteriHiic features of tho jnvrti- 
cidur (JU 8 U, nuulo it cortiiiu iVoiu tho first that this 
' brancli of tho system of right founded on miglifc, 
thougli Kof^ued iu its niust rtU*q9iou« fcaturcH ut.aiL 
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cavUcr period limn scvcirul of the others, would ho 
tlie very Inst l<» (li.snppeiiv, ll was inevilnljle LluiL 
tills one (fane ofa noeial (’(flalioii {^rouiulcil on foi'ce, 
ivoiild .survive through ^encriilious of instilnlions 
{^rounded ou (fipml juslicif, nil nlniost .solitary 
exeeptum to tin* jjeuevnl elmnu'ler of Uieiv huva 
and cimloiun; liiil which, no long ns it docs not 
prochdm ila (ovu origin, and as iliseuKsiou has 
not brought out its true characler, in not fell to 
jar with luodeni civiU/.uLuiii, any more than 
donicHlie Hliivcry among tlm CJrcekN jarred wUh 
(lu'ir nolion of thciuNidvcH as a free people. 

' 'I'he irnlh in, ilmt people ol’ ilie jivesent and 
the Iasi two or three genoiiilionH have lo.st all 
pvaeliuvl hcuho of iho pvimilivo eomlition of 
hnnmuily^/ and only the few who have Ntndied 
history uec.uruUdy, or have much (Viu|uentcd the 
]ijirls of the world oc(ni))icd by tin; living repre- 
NcntativcH of ages long pawt, are able to form any 
mental piclnre of whal Hoelely then was. People 
lu'e not aware how enliridy, in former age.s, the 
law of Hiipcvior wlrengtli was Iho rule of life; how 
publicly and openly it w'as avowed, .1 do not say 
oynicully or Hl«umde.H«ly — fur Lheso words imply 
a leoling that there was Homething in it to ho 
ashamed of, and no siudi notion could (ind a 
plaeo in the famdlmH of any pei'Kon in those ages, 
except a pliiloHopImv or a saint. History gives a 
cruel oxpcriuuce of Innnim nature, in showing 
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'ho'w DxaoUy Uir regard due to lUo. life, poaaossions, 
aud cutivG cuvlUly happiness of iiuy clusa of pev- 
soiis, Avaa mciisnml by what they Imil llic power 
of enforoiiigj how all wlio made any resistance 
to auLlioritics tlial had arms in their lunuls, liow- 
over dreadful might be the provocation, Inid not 
only the law of force but all other laws, and all 
tlic notions of social obligation against them; and 
i\\ the eyes of those whom they resisted, were 
not only guilty of crime, but of tlio worst of all 
crimes, deserving the most cruel cliiistiscment 
which luiman beings could indict. I’lio first 
small vestige of a feeling of obligation in a 
superior (o acknowledge any right in inferiors, 
.began when lio had been induced, for eonveiiienco, 
to make fio\uo promise to tlunn. Though these 
promlsc.s, oven wlion Hunctioued by the most 
solemn oaths, were for many ages revoked or 
violated on the most trilling provocation or 
temptation, it is probable that this, except by 
persons of still rvor-so than the average morality, 
was seldom done without some twinges of con- 
scionee. Tlic ancient republics, l>eing mostly 
grounded from tlio lirat upon somo kind of 
mutual compact, or at any rnto formed by an 
union of porson.s )iot very uuccfual in strength, 
alTordcd, in consequence, tho first instance of a 
portion of Imman relatione foneed rountl, ami 
placed undor Iho dominion of another law llmu 
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that of force. And thongli the original law (jf 
force remained in full operalioii botwi'cn tlieiu 
and their shivca, and a1»o (cxee\5t so far as liuiited 
hy expi'css compact) bclw'ocu a coninioij\v(!aUli 
and its subjects, or other imlopeiuhnit {ominoti- 
wealths; the banishment of that priinilivc law 
even from so narrow a field, coinniciiccd t)io le- 
genemtiou of liuman nature, l)y giving Ijirlh to 
sentiments of whicli experienee soon demon- 
strated the imnicnso value even for nmterini iti- 
tcrests, and which Ihoncoforward only reciuired 
^ to be enlarged, not created. Though slave.*! were 
no part of the coininoiiwculth, it was in llie fj’oc 
states that slaves were (ivst felt to have riglds as 
Immau beings. Tho Stoics were, I boli(!V(;, llu; 
first (except so far ns tlic Jcwisli law consLituItJs 
an exception) who taught as a )Hvvt of morality 
that men w-crc bound by moral obligations to 
their slaves. No one, after Oiristinnity Jjccanuj 
ascendant, could ever again have heen u stranger 
to tliis holicf,in theory ; nor, after tho rise of the 
Catholic Cliurcli, was it ever witliout persona to 
stand up for it. Yet to onforco it was tho most 
orduous task wdiich Christianity ever had to per- 
form. For moro than a thousand years the 
Church kept up tho contest, with liimlly any per- 
ceptible success. It was not for want of pow'or 
over men'’8 minds. Its power was prodigious, 
' It could make kings and jioblcs resign their most 
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valued possessions to enrich the Church. It 
could make thousands, in the prime of life and 
the licight of worldly advantageSj shut themselves 
up in convents to work out their salvation by 
poverty, fasting, and prayer. It could send 
Iiundrcds of thousands across land and sea, 
Europe and Asia, to give their lives for tJie de- 
liverance of tlic Holy Sepulchre. It could make 
kings relinquish wives who were the object of 
their passionate atlaehracnt, because the Church 
declared that they were within the seventh (by our 
calculation the fourtcentli) degree of relationship. 
All this it did; but it could not make men fight 
less with one another, nor tjTaiuuzc less uruclly 
over tlic serfs, and when they were tiblc, over 
burgesses. It could not make them renounce 
eitli(!rof tlic applications of force ; force militant, 
or force triumphant. This they could never 
be induced to do until they were themselves in 
tl\civ turn compelled l)y superior force. Only 
by the growing power of kings was an end put to 
figlitiug except between kings, or competitors for 
kingship ; only by the growth of a wealthy and 
warlike bourgeoisie in the fortified towns, and of a 
plebeian infantry wliioli proved more powerful 
in the field than the nudisciplincd chivalry, was the 
insolent tyranny of the nobles over the bour- 
geoisie and peasantry brought within some bounds. 
It was persisted in not only until, but long after, 
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tUo oppressed Imcl obtained a power enabling; 
them often to take coiispicnoixa vengcaneoj and 
on the Continent much of it continued to tins 
time of the Fi'cnclx Revolution, though in ]']iighind 
the cavlier and better organization of tlic demo- 
cratic classes put an end to it aoonei', by eatablisli- 
iug equal laws and free national institutions. 

If people are mostly so little aware how com- 
pletely, during the greater part of tlic duration 
of our species, the law of force was the avowed 
rule of geuoral conduct, nuy other being otdy 
a special and exceptional couacquencc of peculiar 
tics — and from how very recent a dale it is tiuit 
the affaivs of society in general have been oven 
pretended to be regulated according to any 
moral law ) as little do people rcu^cu\bcr or 
consider, how iustitutious and customs which 
never had any gvomul hut the law of force, lust 
on into ages and states of general opixiiou which 
never would have permitted tlioir flvat establish- 
ment. Less than forty years ago, Knglishmcu 
iniglit still by law hold human bcixigs in boudago 
as saleable property t within the present century 
they might kidnap them and carry them ofl‘, and 
work them literally to death. This absolutely 
extreme cose of the law of force, coudemued by 
those who can tolerate almost every other form 
of arbitrary power, and which, of all others, pre- 
sents features the most tevoUing to the feelings 
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of all who loolc at it from an impartial ])ositioii, 
■was llic law of dviUml mid Oliristian lOiiglaiul 
within tlio memory of persona now living : and 
in one half of Anglo-Saxon Amoi'iea three or 
fonr years ago, not only did slavery exist, hnt 
the slave trade, and Iho breeding of slaves ex- 
pressly for it, was a general praeiiec between 
slave slates. "Yet not only was there a greater 
strength of scnlimcnt against it, but, in bhighmd 
at least, a less amount citber of Iceliiig or of in- 
torcat in favour of it, than of any other of the 
cuetoinary abuses of force: for its motive '\vas 
the love of gain, nnmixed and undisguised ; and 
those who jH'ofitcd by it wore a very small nn- 
juevieal IVaelum of the country, while thenatnval 
feeling of all who wove not personally interested 
in it, was lumilligntcd abliorrcnce. So extreme 
(ui instance makes it almost eupevduous to refer 
to any other : but consider Uio long duration of 
absolute monarchy. In Knglaml at present it 
is the almost nnivcrsul oouviolion that military 
desp(jli.sm is a ease of the law of force, liaving 
no Ollier origin or jnsLiheatiou. Yot in all the 
great iialioiis of Europe except J'higlaud it eiLhor 
still exists, or has only ju.st ceased to exist, and 
lias even now a strong party fuvourahlo to it in 
all ranks of the people, especially among jiorsons 
of station and conscqiienco. Such is the power 
of an cstiiblisiicd system, oven wJicn far from 
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iiuiveraal j when not only iu almost every period 
of history there have been great and well-known 
examples of the contrary system, but these Imvc 
almost invariably been afl’ordcd by the most 
illustrious and most prosperous communities. In 
this case, too, the possessor of the undue power, 
the person directly interested in it, is only one 
person, while those who arc subject to it and 
suffer from it are literally all the rest. Tlie 
yoke is naturally and necessarily humiliating to all 
persons, except the one who is on the throne, 
together with, at most, the one who expects to 
succeed to it. How difrcrcDf^ are ’Jibese eases 
from that of the power of men over women ! I 
am not now prejudging the question of its juslifi- 
ableness. T am sliowing how vastly more perma- 
nent it could not but be, even if not justifiable, 
than these other domiuations which have never- 
theless lasted down to our own time. Whnt- v, 
ever gratification of pride tlicre is in the posses- 
sion of power, and whatever personal interest in 
its exercise, is in this case not confined to a 
limited class, but common to the whole male 
sex. Instead of being, to most of its supporters, 
a thing desirable chiefly in the abstract, or, like 
the political cuds usually contended for by fac- 
tions, of little private importance to any but the 
leaders ; it comes home to the person and beartli 
of every male head of a family, and of every one 
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wlio lodks fovward to being so. H’he clodhopper 
exercises, or is to exercise, his share of tlic power 
equally with the highest nobleman. And the 
case is that in which tlie desire of power is tin; 
strongest; for every one M’ho desires power, desires y 
it most over those who are nearest to him, with 
whom hia life is passed, with whom ho lias most 
concerns in common, and in whom any inde- 
pendence of liis authority is oftenest likely to 
interfere with his individual preferences. If, in - 
the other ea^ea specified, powers manifestly 
grounded only on force, and having so mncli less 
to anppoi'^^ tliom, are so slowly and with so much 
difficulty got rid of, much more must it be so 
with this, even if it rests on no belter foundation 
than those. "Wc must consider, too, that the 
possessors of tlie power have facilities in tliis 
case, greater tlian in any other, to prevent any 
uprising against it. Kvery one of the subjects 
lives under the vciy eye, and almost, it may be 
said, in the hands, of one of the masters — in 
closer intimacy with him than with any of her 
fcllow-aubjccts ; with no means of combining 
against him, no power of even locally over- 
mastering him, and, on the other hand, with the 
8ti*ongest motives for seeking his favour and 
avoiding to give him offence. In struggles for 
political emancipation, everybody knows how often 
its champions are bought off by bribes, nr daunted 
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by terrors. In the ease of womcTi, eueh indi- 
vidual of tlic subjoet-chias is in ti chronic slnti* o( 
bribery nnd intimulntioii combined. In .scltinj; 
up the standard of I’csiatancCj a Iar{>e lumibcr f)r 
tlio leaders, and still more of the I'olInwcMN, innst 
make an almost complete sacrihcc of the ])lea- 
auves or tlie iillcviatious of their own individual 
lot. If ever my system of privilege imd en- 
forced subjection had its yoke tightly riveted 
on the necks of t!\osc who arc kept down by it, 
this has. I have not yet shown that it is a 
wrong system : but every one who is capable {>!’ 
thinking on tlio subject must see that evon if it 
is, it was certain to outlast all other forms of 
unjust authority. And when some of tho grossest 
of the otlicr forms still exist in many civilised 
countries, and have only recently been got rid 
of in others, it would be strange if tliat wliioli 
is so much tlio deepest-rooted lind yot been 
perceptibly shaken anywhere. There is more 
reason to wonder timt the jjrotcsts and testi- 
monies against it should have been so luunorou.'i 
a7id so wciglity ns they arc. 

Some will object, that a compariHon cannot 
fairly be made bcUveon tho govci-nmont of tlio 
male sex and the forms of unjust power winch I 
have adduced in illnstrnliou of it, since Ihesc arc 
arhitniry, and the cflcct of mci-o usurj)ation, 
while it on the contrary is natural. liut M’as 
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tlioro evor any domiiiuliou wliu-li did not aj)pciii' 
ujitund to tlioHO wlio possessed iff* Tliorc m’us 
u time \vlifiii tlio division of mnnUind into two 
classes, a small one of masters and a lunneroiis 
one ol’ slaves, appeared, even to tlio most culti- 
valcd minds, lo bo a imturnl, and the oidy natural, 
(?ondltion of the human race. No less an in- 
tellect, and one wliich eontrilmled no less to tlio 
progress of Imnian thought, tliau Aristotle, lield 
this opinion without doubt or misgiving; ami 
rested it on t)ic anmo premises on which the 
Hunio assertion in i-cgurd to the dominion of men 
over women is naimlly based, namely that there 
are diirercnt natures ann)ng mankind, free ua- 
Lurcs, and slave natnn'Hj that the (I reeks were 
of a free imturo, tin? barbarian raros ofTiimcians 
and Asiaiicfi of a slave nature. Ihit why need I 
go back to ArIsLotIo? Did not llm slaveowners 
of the Southern United Slates maintain tluj sainu 
doetrino, with all tlio fanatielsin with wlueli men 
cling to tlio theories tliat justify their passions 
and legilimato their personal interests? Did 
they not eiill heaven and earth to wiLnesa tliat 
the dominion of the winlo man over the black is 
jiatural, that tluj black race is by nuturo inea- 
pttblo of freedom, and marked out fur slavery ? 
aomo even going so far an to say that the freedom 
of manual labourers is an unnatural order of 
things anywhere. Again, Ibo theorists of aljso- 
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lute inoimi’oliy liavo always alfirnicd it U) 1 j(' llin 
oiily nntivval foniv of govcviimcutj isniiiiig (Voiu 
the patrifti'clml, which was llic ])rii)iilivo iind 
si)outtvucou3 fovm of society, iVivmcd ou tlm 
model of (he patcnml, wliich is anterior It) noeicty 
itself, aud, fts they coutciul, lUo most uiUui'ul 
autliority of ail. Nay, for tlmt inaltei’, (lie law 
of force itself, to those who could lud |iUmuI any 
otlier, has always seemed llio most iiidiind of idl 
groviuds for the exercise of authority, (loiwiuev- 
ing i-aces hold it to be Nature's own dudalt; that 
the conquered should obey the cotujuevovs, (jv, iih 
tlioy euphoniously paraphrase it, that the jecbh.’r 
and more uuwarUko races should submit to the 
braver and manlier. The 8inallc.st uc(jniiintan(,'o 
with human life in the middle ages, wIkiwh how 
supremely natural the dominion of the feutlnl 
nobility ovci* men of low ctmdition appeared to 
the Jiobilily thonisclvcs, and liuw unnatural Lluj 
conception scemeil, of a person of tins iul'eriov 
class claiming equality with them, or o.xorcising 
autliority over tlicm. It hardly scorned less so 
to the class held in subjection. Tlio emanci- 
pated serfs and burgesses, even in tlicir moat 
vigorous struggles, never innclo any prelcnsiun to 
a shave of authority; tliey only demanded more 
or less of limitation to the pow’cr of lyrnmiiy.ing 
over them. So true is it that unnatural gene- 
rally means only unewstomary, and that every- 
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Dung w'liicli is \isuftl appears nalnval. TIio sul)- ^ 
jccLion of women to men being a imivci.sal 
custoiiij any departure from it (juiie nalnridly 
a[)pcai’s unnatural, lint liow cntivtdy, even in 
tins onso, tlio feeding is (Icpcndmit on ceisloni, 
appears by ample cxpcricnec. Notbing so much 
astonishes the people of distant parts of tlio 
world, when tlkcy first learn anything about 
-Ibiglaiid, as to be told Ibat it is under a ipiecn : 
tlie Lliing seems to them so unnatnrnl as to bo 
almost inerediblc. To Englishmen this does not 
scorn in ibc least degree unnalnval, because they 
are used to it; but they do feel it nnnalimil that 
women slumld bo aoldioi-s or momlKU-H of ])iiv)ia- 
incnt. Tn the feudal ages, on the (umlvavy, ^Yav 
1111(1 politics were not thonglit niiiiatiiral lo 
women, because notnmi.snal; it stunned luitm’iil 
that women of the privileged classes shtmld bo 
of manly cluiractor, inferior in notliiiig but bodily 
strength to tludr Imsliands and fiithcj's. The 
independence of women seemed valbcv less un- 
natural to the Oroelcs than to other aiicionts, on 
account of the fabulouH Anuixons (whom tlicy 
believed to be hislovieul), and the partial example 
aflbrded by the Hpartan women ; who, Lliougb no 
less subordimito liy law than in oilier (Ircck 
states, wore more free iu fact, and being trained 
to bodily exercises in tlio Hama maniun' with 
jnoii, gave ample proof that they ‘were not natu- 



rally disqualified for them. There enu bo little 
doubt that Spartiui experience su^^gestud to IMulo, 
among luaiiy other of his doclrincs, tliut of tlio 
sooinl and political equality of the two sexes. 

llulj it will he said, the rule of men over women 
diffej’s from all these othem in not Ixung a rule 
of force •. it is accepted voluntarily ; women make 
no complaint, aud arc consenting parties to it. 
In the first place, a great number of women do 
not nccc})t it. ICvcr since tliero Jnivo been women 
able to make llicir scntimonl.s kniAVU by their 
writings (tlic only modo of publicity wliicli society 
jicrmits to them), on increasing number of tlieiu 
have recorded protests against their prcsoiit social 
conditiou : and recently many tbouHiindB of tlioni, 
headed hy the most cmiuent women known to 
the public, have petitioned Variinmimt Jbr their 
admission to the rnrliamcutavy SufiVago. Tim 
claim of women to bo educated as solidly, ami in 
tlic same, branches of knowle<!gc, as men, ia urged 
with growing intensity, and witli a great prospeel; 
of success; while tho demand for Ihoir admission 
into professions aud occupations hitherto closed 
against them, becomes every year more nrgcul. 
Tliougli there ore not in this cornUry, as there 
arc in tlio United States, periodical Convention.s 
and nil organized party to agitato for the Rights 
of Women, there is a numerous and active Society 
organized and mauuged by women, for the move 


lirnitod object ol obliuning tho political fnmcliiHo. 
Nor is it only in our own eouiilry and in America 
tliiit w<mic!n nro be^diiniii^r to protest, inoi'e or 
less eullcelivcly, agnin»t Iho iViHii\)ililies under 
which tlicy labotir. France, and Italy, and 
Switzcrhmd, and linssiu now nOord exiimi)lc.H of 
the same thing. How many move women there 
are who bilently chcriali aiinilnr aspiralioim, no 
ono can possibly know; but there arc abundant 
tokens how iriany would clierisU tlicm, were they 
not so atronuously tuuglit to repress them as coJi- 
traiy to tlie proprieties of their sex. It must be 
rcniomborcd, also, that no eiislavod cliiss ever 
asked for cotnplclo liberty at oiiec. AVlnni Simoji 
do Moulfovt called the deputies of the oomnumH 
to sit for tlio fn-st Umo in Parliament, did any 
of them dream of dommuling tliat an assembly, 
elected l)y tljoir constitueuU, should make and 
destroy ministries, and diolalo to tluj king in 
alTairs of stale y No aueh thouglil cnltfrcd into 
llio iinagiiiation of tlio most ambitious of tlmm. 
Tlie nobility had idready these proloiminns; the 
commons pve.timded to uolbi^ig but to bo (ixcnupL 
from arbitrary taxation, and from tlio gross indi- 
vidual oppression of ilio king’s ofllccn-s. It is a 
political law of nalut'o that those who arc nude.r 
any power of aiieieiit origin, never begin by 
complaining of the power itself, but only of its 
oppressive exercise. There is never any want of 
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women who complain of ill usage hy CUeii’ luvs- 
bancU. There would be infinitely moj'c, if eom- 
pliiint were not tlie grcidest of all provoeiUivos 
to a repetition and inevease of the ill usage. Jt 
is tfiis which frustrates all uttcinids to nmiiitiiiii 
llie power but protect the woman against its 
abuses. In no other ease (except that of a child) 
is tlic person wlio bus been proved judicially to 
have BuiVoved an injuv/j replaced unilev the phy- 
sical power of the culprit u'ho iidlicled it. 
Accordingly wives, oven in Iho most {ixLrcauc and 
inolvucted eases of bodily ill usage, hardly ever 
(Ifiro avail themselves of the laws iruuk; for thoir 
])rotccUon j and if, in a moment of irrepvcssil)lo 
indignation, or by the intcrfcvciico of nciglihours, 
they arc induced to do so, their whole I'llbrt after- 
wards is to disclose as little as they (am, and to 
beg oiF their tyrant from his merited cluwLisomout. 

All causes, social and nulurid, (K)mbiiio to 
make it unlikely that women shotild be col- 
lectively rebellious to Iho power of men. They 
are so fur in a position dilVoront from all other 
subject classes, that their mostovs reepuro soinc- 
thing more from thorn than actual service. Men 
do not want solely tho obedience of women, they 
want their sentiments. All men, except tho must 
brutish, desire to havo, in tho woman most nearly 
connected with them, not n forced slave ln\t a 
willing one, not a slave merely, but a favourite. 
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They luivo. Uim'cr«vc put cvo.vyUnng in pvae.tiro 
to cnsliivo tlioir miiicls. TIio ma^Lcr.s of all 
other slaves roly, for ohodicinco, on 

four; citlior Ibar of lliciUHalvcH, or roliKiotus htarw. 
Tho nnvstovR oC women wauled move, Lhaiv simple 
ubctliciicOj aiul tlioy turned Uic wliolo foriio of 
ediioaliou to cHeet tlicir j)iir{)os(5. All womon 
are brought xij) fr<«n the very earliest yems iu 
the belief that their ideal of eliuraetev is the very 
opposite to Ihatofmeiij notaelf-will, andgovorri- 
niont by aclf-coulrol, but submission, and yiedditig 
to the eouli'ol of othci-s. All t)K» nioriili!i(?8 lell 
them that it is Iho duty of women, and idl the 
oiirrent sentimenlalilie.s that it is iludr natiiro, to 
live for otln'ra; to make eomplele abnegation of 
llnsmselves, and to have no life bnl in ibeir 
anbc'lions. And by their aHeelionH are meant 
the only ones they are allouaul to have — tliose to 
the men with wliom tiusy are eonneetejl, (jv to 
tlm clnidvon wlu) eonslilnlo an mlditionnl and 
indefeasible tie l)et\veen them and a miiu. When 
wo put togetlier three things — first, the natural 
attraetion heUveeJi opposilo sexes j siretnully, the 
wife’s e.ntive de,}>cndeuee tjn the husband, every 
privih'go or ])h!aHiiru she Iuih being eitin'r his 
gift, or depending oiilireiy on his will ; and lastly, 
that tliu principal object of Ininnin pnisnit, consi. 
deration, and all objpxsU of soeial ambition, <'an in 
general 1)0 sought or olttiiiiied by Imr only llirougli 
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Iiim, it wo\i!(l be ft mimelo if the olyect of bcin^^ 
ftttractivc to men had not bcconio (Ikj i»ohir fitni' 
of feminine education and forniatiou of ciuirautei'. 
And, tins giv.ftt mcuuaof influence over the juiuds 
of uomon having ))ocn ueqnivcd, an inalinnl of 
sclfisiiness made men avail tbcinNclvcH of it lo 
tlie utmost ns n mcims of holding wonum in 
subjection, by mprcsoiiling to llieni iiu^ckncss, 
siibmissivcncss, and rcsigniition of nil iiiilivldiial 
will into the hands of a man, as an csHoiilial 
part of scxmil attractiveness. (?nn it bo doubled 
that any of the otbci’ yokes wliicb mankind liavo 
auccGcdcd in breaking, would have KubsisU’d till 
now if tlic same menus bud existed, and bud been 
ns sedulously used, to bow down ihciv miiids lo it V 
If it had been made tl»o object of l)in lifu of every 
young pkljcian to find porsonnl favjnir in tliu 
eyes of some patrician, of every young serl’ with 
some seigneur; if domestication with him, uml 
a share of Ids pci'sonni aflcctiona, hud been Iield 
out as tlic pri/.o which they all slioidd look (Uit 
for, tlio’most gifted and aspiring being nblo lo 
reckon on tlio most desirable pvir.es} and if, when 
this pri/.o luid Irecn obtained, they had been slmt 
out by a wall of brass from all inlcvcsls not 
centering in Iiim, all feelings and desires Init 
those which lie shared or inculcated; would not 
serfs and seigneurs, plebeians and pntrician.s, have 
becu as broadly distinguislicd ut this day us juon 


and political subjection to men. ;iJufc 1 may fxo 
farther, and maintain tliat tlio course) of histoiy, 
and tho teiidonoics of progi-cssivo human society, 
allbrd net only no presumption in fiivonr of tins 
systmn of inequality of riglUs, hut a strong one 
against it; and tliat, so far ns tho whole (iotirso of 
human improvement ty, to this time, the whole 
stream of modern tondenoios, warrants any in- 
fereneo on the subject, it is, that this relic of tho 
past is discordant with tho future, and must 
necessarily disappear. 


I’or, what is the peculiar eharnctor of the 
modern world—tlio diflereneo which chiefly dia- 
tinguiahoa modcu'U 

Klona, martom life itaoU; fr„m tl,„„c of timea long 
poat ? ft ia, tlmt Imnian boinga lu',, i„, long,,,, 
bom to tlioir plnoo in life, nnd dmined down by i 
m moxovMo bond to tbo plnco they nm bom to, | 
but am Ireo to employ tlioir facultioa, und buoIi 
favourable ohaiicca us offer, to ftohievo tho lot wlntdi 


may appear to thorn most dosirablo. Ilmiiiiii 
society of old was oouatitntcd oil ii very did'ormit 
principle. All were born to a Used social posi- 
tion, and were mostly kept in it by law, or inter- 
dieted from any moans by wbich they could 
emerge from it. As. some men aro born white 
and others black, so some wore born slaves and 
others freemen and citisous j some were Imrii 
patricians, otbora plebeians; somo were born feudal 
nobles, others oommonors and rolurkn. A slave 
or serf could never make himself free, nor 
except by the will of bis master, liecomo so! 
in most buropean coimtrios it was not till 
towards the close of the middle ages, and us a 
oonseqnenoo of the growth of regal power, that 
commoners could ho ennobled. Even anumgrioblos, ' 
the eldest son wm born the cxclnsivo luiir to tbo 
paternal possessions, and a long time elapsed beforo 
It was frilly established that tbo father eeuld dis- 
mborit him. Among tbo iiidnstrions classes, only 
those who wore born members of a guild, or wore 
admitted into it by its members, could lawfully 
piaotise their oalling within its local limits; and 
nobody could practise any calling doomed im- 
portant, in any but the legal man.,or-by pro- 

« „nt ont„tivelyprescriboa. Mainifactt r s 

Wo stood in the pillory for prosnmiiig to carry 
on their business by new and improved motliods 

In modernEurope,a„dmostin\bose parts of 
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it which liave participated most largely in all 
other modern improvements, dianuitrically op- 
posite doctrines now prevail. Law and govorii- 
mont do not mulcrtako to prescribe by whom 
any social or industrial ojwiyation shall or shall 
not be conducted, or what modes of conducting 
them shall be lawful. These things are left to 
the unfettered choice of individuals. Even the 
laws which required that workmen should serve 
an apprenticeship, have in this country been 
repealed : there being ample assurance that in 
all cases in whieli an apprenticeship is necessary, 
its necessity will suffice to enforce it. The old 
theory was, that the least jjossiblc sliould be left 
to the choice of the individual agent; that all 
he had to do should, as for as practicable, be laid 
down for him by superior wisdom. Left to 
himself he was sure to go wrong. The modern 
conviction, the fruit of a lliousand years of 
experience, is, tliat things in wliich the individual 
is the person directly interested, never go right 
but as they arc left to his own discretion ; and 
that auy regulation of them by authority, except 
to protect the rights of others, is sure to be mis- 
chievous. This conclusion, slowly arrived at, and 
not adopted until almost every possible applica- 
tion of the contrary theory had been made with 
disastrous result, now (in the industrial depart- 
ment) prevails universally in the most advanced 
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countries, almost universally in all tliat have 
pretensions to any sort of advancement. It is 
not that all processes are supposed to bn equally 
good, or all persons to be equally qualifiod for 
everything j but that frcedoui of individual 
choice ia now known to be the only tiling 
which procures the adoption of the best pro- 
cesses, and throws each operation into the hands 
of those wl\o are best qualified for it. Nobody 
tiiinks it necessary to make a law tliat only a 
strong-armed man shall lie a hiacksmith. l‘Vcc- 
(lom aud coin[iclilion sutlice to make blacksmiths 
strong-armed men, because the weak-armed can 
cam rnoro by engaging in occupations for ■which 
they arc more fit. In eohsonance with tliis 
'f. doctrine, it is felt to be au overstepping of the 
proper hounds of authority to fix bcforclmncl, 
on some general presumption, that certain per- 
sons arc not fit to do certain thiugs. It is now 
thoroughly kuoM'u and admitted that if some 
such presumptions exist, no such presumption ia 
infallible. Even if it be well grounded in a 
majority of cases, which it is very likely not 
to be, there will be a minority of exceptional 
cases ill which it docs not hold : and in those 
it is both an injustice to the individuals, and 
a detrimeut to society, to place harriers in the 
way of their using tlicir faculties for their own 
benefit and for that of others. In the eases, 
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ou tho oU»ev Ivaud, in wliicU the wnUlncss is 
real, Ihc ordinary inotivns of liumaii comlnot 
will ou the wliolo sunicc to provont tlio iuconi- 
poLeut person from making, or from persisliug 
in, tlic atlom])t. 

If lliis general principle of soeinl and ocono- 
nucal seicnco is not true) if iinlivuluala, with 
such help as they can ilcvivo from Urn opinion 
of those who know tlioni, arc not bettor judges 
Ulan tho law and tlic government, of tlicir 
own capacities and vocation ^ the world cannot 
too aoou abandon this imnciplo, and return to 
the old system of regulations and disahiliticH. 
but if the principle is true, wo. onghl to act 
ns if wo lielicvod it, and not to ordain that to 
ho born a girl inntcad of a boy, any more 
than to he horn hlaek instead of while, or a 
comuioncv iustewl of a nobleman, slmll decide 
tho person's position through nil lifo — .sludl 
interdict people from all the more (dcvalcd 
social positions, and from all, except a fow, 
rcspcctablo oceujiations. Even were we to admit 
tlic utmost that i.s ever in'otended as to tho 
superior fitno.sH of men for all the functions now 
reserved to them, the same avgnmont apjilios 
whicli forbids a legal qualification for members of 
Parliament. If only once in a doxoii years tho 
conditions of eligibility cxclndo a (it person, 
tbero is a real loss, while tho oxclnsion of thou- 
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sanila of unfit persons is no pain ; for if tlio con- 
stitution of the electoral body disposes them to 
choose unfit iicrsons, tliero arc always plenty of 
such iiorsons to choose from. In all things of 
ativ difficulty and importance, those wlio can do 
them well arc fewer than the need, even with 
the most unrestricted latitude of clioiec ; and any 
limitation of the field of selection deprives society 
of some chances of being served by the cotnpetent, 
without ever saving it from the incompetent. 

At present, in the more improv(;d countries, 
the disabilities of women are the only ease, save 
one, in which laws ami iustitutions take f>ersons 
at their birth, and ordain that they shall ncvcj’ in 
all tlicir lives be allowcrl to compete for certain 
things. The one exception is that of royalty. 
Persona still arc born to the throne ; )io ouc, not 
of the reigning family, can ever occupy it, and 
no one even of that family can, by any mtsans 
but the course of hereditary succession, attain it. 
All other dignities and social advantages arc open 
to the whole male sex : many indeed arc only 
attainable by wealth, but wealth may be striven 
for by any one, and is actually obtnined by many 
men of the very humblest origin. 'I'lie difficulties, 
to the majority, arc indeed insuperable without 
the aid of fortunate accidents; but no male 
hsaaan being is under any legal ban ; neither 
law not opinion superadd artificial obstacles to 
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tlic. niilnral ont's. UoyfiUy, oh T Imvc snid, is 
oxccplcd .• 1)111 in this case evoryonc fj;(;ls it lo bd 
an dxoiiptiaii — an anomiily In llu; iiKjdt’ru world, 
in niai'lccnl opposition to its eiiHlonis and pi'inci- 
pks, ftinl Ui Uii juHtilicd tnily by oKtriiordinavy 
fipocial i!X|in(liem*ies, wliit*)), Uionj^h individuals 
and nations dillVi* in (•stimfiUng (bnir Avci^dil, 
unquoslioiiably do in faot exist. .Ibit in this 
exceptiuiinl enso, in wliich ii hi^li social i'umilion > 
iftj fov iiupoilaut rcusouR, bestowed on birth iusUuvtl 
of bein{{ ])nt up to coinpotilion, all freo naliona 
eontriv'o to adhere in .siibstanco to tlio principle 
from which they noiniimlly dcro^,mtc! ; for they 
eirenmscrUK) this lii^h limetion l)y condilionH 
avowedly inU'.mUul to prevent the \w'.r-Hou to wlumi 
it {)Htensibly belongs from really jievibnning it; 
while the pew)!! by «')jom it is perfonnerlj tlio 
respoinsihlo minister, docs obtain llin ))osL by a 
competition fioin which no fnll-grown ciLixon of 
the male sex is loguUy cxcbidcd. The diaabilitica, 
thovclbro, to which women aro sobjcct from the 
mere fiLCt of their birth, nro Ibo solilnry cxainjdcs 
of the kind in modern legislnlioii. In no 
instunco except this, whhih comprelunids hiilf tho 
human race, are the higher soeiul 1 ‘nnctioua 
closed against any one by a fatality of birth which 
no exertions, and no clmiigo of circumalanccs, 
can ovorcomo ; for ovoii religious disal)iliticH 
(besides tliat in England und in Europe ihoy 
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liavo pi’ncticnlly almost ocasnd to oxist) do not 
clostJ any cai-ccr to tho disqualifiod poi'soii in oaso 
of conversion. 


The social subordination of wonwn tluis stands 
ont an isolated fact in modern social institutions ; 
a solitary breach of wimt has become their funda- 
mental law; a single relic of an old Avoi-id of 
thought and ])racticc exploded in ovorytliingtdse, 
but retained in the one thing of most univiu’Hal 
interest j nsif a gigantic dolmen, ora viiat templo 
of Jupiter Olympins, occupied tho sito of Ht. 
PnuVs and received daily worship, wliile tin; sur- 
rounding Christian clmrclics were only resorted to 
on fasts and festivals. This ontivo diseroiiauey 
between one social fact and all thoso whieh 
accompany it, and tho radical opposition between 
ite nature and tho progressivo movement whitih is 
tho boast of tho modern world, and whioh has 
successively swept a^ray everything olso of an 
analogous charoctor, surely aftbrdH, to a coib 
scioutions observer of human tondencics, serious 
matter for rcnection. It raises a primfi facie pre- 
sumption on the unfavourable side, far outweigh- 
ing any which custom and usage could in mch 

shonirlrr rt ^‘^voxuuhlo; ana 

should at least suffice to make this, Uko the 

The leo.i that cw ho demanded is, that tho 
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question sliouki not bo considered iia prejudged 
by existing fact and existing ojuuion, but opeu to 
discussion on its merits, as a question of justice 
and exjjcdicncy: the decision on tliis, «s on 
any of the oilier social arrangements of nwmlcind, 
depending on what an enlightened estimate of 
tendencies and consequences may sliow to bo 
most advantageous to humanity in general, willi- 
out distinction of sex. And the (Uscussiou must 
bo a real discussion, descending to fonndationa, 
and not resting satisfied with vague and general 
assertions. It will not do, for instance, to assert 
ill general terms, that the experieuee of uuiukiud 
has pronounced iu favour of the existing system, 
.lixpcrienco cannot possibly linve decided lietwceii’ 
two eoui'ses, ho long ns there Ims only been expe- 
rience of one. If it be said tluit tlic doctrine of 
the equality of the sexes rests only on theory, it 
must 1)0 i-eincmbcrcd that the contrary doctrine 
also has only tlicory to rest upon. All tliat is 
proved in its favour by direct experience, is that 
mankind have been able to exist under it, and to 
attain tlie degree of improvcmcul and prosperity 
wliieli we now see j but whether that prosperity 
has hcon ultained soouor, or is noiv gi'cator, than 
it would have been under the otlicr system, cx- 
perieneo docs not say. On the other liaiid, cx- 
pcvicucc docs say, that every stop iu improvement 
}ma been so invariably accompanied by a slop 
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made in raising the Rocial iKwilion (if wotnoii, 
tliat historians and pliilosfjplui's hct'ii led to 
adopt their elevation or del)aNenM'nt as on Dio 
•\vhole tlio surest teat and n\ost etn'i'et-.i n\enH>n‘o of 
the eiviUantiou of a pC(»ple nr uu ng(\ 'I’lu'ou^U 
all the pi’ogi'cssivc period of hnnitui lii«(oi'y, tlm 
condition of women has been iippnmeliing lujiirer 
to eqtiiility witlj men. This doe.i not of ilNcIf 
prove that the assimilation niUMt go on to (:oin))l(!{e 
equality; hut it assuredly anord.s aonio jn'eaump- 
liou that such is the ca.se. 

Ncitlicr docs it avail anything to sivy that tins 
nulure of the two sexes adapts them to thoiv 
present functions and position, and nmdorH ilnimi 
appropriate to them. Standing on llni ground of 
common sense and the constitution of (Im Imnmn 
mind, I deny that any ono knows, or ran know, 
the nature of the two sexes, im long an they Imvo 
only been seen in liicir presont roiallon to ono 
another. If mon had ovor been found in aooicty 
without -women, or wotnoii witiiont men, or if 
tliei-e had been a society of men anti wonnin in. 
winch the women were not under llto control of 
the men, something migl.t liavo been positively 
known about the nicntid anti moral dinertmocH 
intiy be inhcicnt in the nature of caoii. 
What IS now called the naUvvo of women is an 
emmentJy artificial tJ.ing-.-tl,o result of forced 
repression m some directions, ummLural stimula- 
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tion in oLlicrs. It may l)o nssorlcd wiLli(JUt / 
scruplej liint no other class of dcpoiuhiids liavo 
Imd tlioir clmractcr bo entirely distorlcd (Voin its 
iintund proportions by their rcdiiLiori Avitli thoir 
masters j Ah', if jtompioi’cd and sliivis riici's iiuvo 
been, ill some i-cspuels, more foreilily ri'pre.sHi'd, 
wliiitcvcr ill Ihcm has iiolheeii eruslird down by nii 
iron licol 1ms generally been let alone, and if left 
with any lihevly of development, it 1ms develiipial 
itself aecordiug to its own laws; but in the ease 
of women, a Uot-houso and stove ouUivation has 
nlwiiys been carried on of some of the eapiiliilitiisH 
of tlicir nature, for Ihu beneht anil ph'iiNiiro of 
tlicir innstera. Then, hecuiiHo m-tnin produets of 
lliu general vital foreu sprout luxiiriiiiilly and 
reiudi a great devclopinonl in tins lieuted iilnio* 
spliero and under liiis mitivo imrtiiro and water- 
ing, wliilu other shoolB from the Nanio root, which 
arc left oulaido in the wintry nir, witli iee pur- 
jiosely lumped all round them, liavo a stunted 
growlh, and soino are hurut oIV with liru ami 
disuppeiiv; men, with that inuhilily to reeognme 
their own work wlnidi distinKuishes the vin- 
auftlyUe luiiul, indolently helieve that the tree 
grows uf itself in the way they have made it 
grow, and that it would dio if one half of it 
wore not kept in a vapour bath and the other 
half in tlio snow. 

Of all dilllouUicH which linpcdo the progretiH 
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of thought, and the formation of well-grounded 
opinions on life and social an-aiigcmeuts, the 
greatest is now the uifspeakabie ignorance and 
inattention of inonkind in i*cspect to the in- 
fluences which form human character. Vt liiitever 
anv portion of the liuman species now are, or 
seem to be, snclj, it is supposed, they have a 
natural tendency to be : even when tlic most 
clemcntar)' knowledge of the eircunislanccs iu 
wincli they liavc been placed, clcarlj'- i)oints out 
tlic causes that made them what they arc. 
llccausc a cottier deeply in nrrears to hia land- 
loitl is not industrious, tlicrc are people who 
think that the Irish arc naturally idle. Because 
constitutions can be ovcrthro\pu when tlic aiitho- 
ritica appointed to execute them turn tlicir arms 
against them, there arc people who think the, 
French incapable of free governmetit. Because 
the Greeks cheated the Turks, and the 'I'urks only 
plundered the Greeks, there arc persons who 
think that the Turks arc naturally more sincere : 
and because women, as is often said, earc nothing 
about politics except their jKirsounlitics, it is 
supposed that the general good is uatuvally less 
iaUircsling to women than to men. History, 
which is now so much better understood than 
taoCTly, teaches another lesson : if only by siiow- 
iBg the extraordinary susceptibility of human 
mature to extermU influences, and the extreme 




varifthU'iioss of those of its manifostfitioius M’liicli 
arc Kuiiponoil to he most uaiversal ami uniform. 
]Mit ill history, as in travelling, ninn usually sue 
only u'lmt tliey already had in tlieir own ininds ; 
and hnv kani much from histovy, who do nut 
bring mucli vvilh them to its study. 

Ucnce, in regiml to that moat difllcult qucR- 
tion, u'hal am tho iiuLural dilVcroiieos licLwcoii 
the Lwofiuxcs — nmibjectoii wliieh it is inqiossililo 
in tho present stale of sooiuly to obtain com- 
plcloaiid correct knowledge — wliilo almost overy- 
body d0guiftti7.es upon it, almost all neglect and 
make light of tho only memiH by M'liich any 
partial insight can he ohluiiicd into it. This is, 
an analytic study of tho most impovtauL dc- 
partincnl of psyrliology, the laws of llie influciico 
of eivc.mnstanm ou chuvaeUu’. I'kir, hoxvovor 
great and a[iparcnlly incrailicablo the moral tind 
intcllcelual didovcuecs between men and women 
might 1)0, tho evidonee of their being niilnral 
difl’orciiccs could only be negative. Tlioso only 
could be iuferml to bo nalund which coidd not 
possibly l)c artilicial — tlio rc-siduiun, after de- 
ducting every cliuvwjtcristio td’ either acx wliicli 
can admit of being explained from uducalion or 
oxtcniid circniiwlaucfis, 'riio profoundcst know- 
ledge of tlio laws of tho formation of chavactev 
is indisiiciiflahlo to entitle any ono to aflirm even 
that there is any diflbrcnco, much uioio what 
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•’ OJUJ HOXOS («on- 

sidored as moral and rational ImioKs, ami »i,„,o 

no one, ns yot, has that ItnowlmlKe, (ihr jg 
>anlly any subjcot which, in proportion to it, 
mpoitancc, has heou so lillio stmlid). „„„ is 

ubjoct Conjectures are nil tl,at can at preset 
be made; eonjecturca more or less pi'obable 
secording as more or less authorise,,! l,y s„eU 
1 nowledgo as wo yet l.avc of the laws n( , 
obology, as applied to ti.o formation of eharaet,.r 
Lvon tlio preliminary knowlialge, what tho 
.floronees between the sexes now a p 
r <l-tion as to how they are n.a.lo Xt 

£ sts ? '•Md physio. 

logtsts have aseertnined, to so, no extei t the 
ddrerences .u bodily constitution , this i, !, 
-portant element to the psyehol g b^ 

those of com.non men It ! ’ 7 
nothing final can be knlvn “ZT 

have given but littfe tcatl thcrnaolvos, 

mostly Httloy 

WQrneii. Stupiditv w Htu|)icl 

WGrldoOver. A stumrl ^ 

A «tupid person^, „otian« and fool. 


ings n\ay cnufulcutly ho iufovrctl fwnu Uujwt \vhii?li J 
proviiil in tho civolo by whioli Ibo pev»on is snv- 
rouiulod. Not ao v’itli i.liosc whoac (ipiiitoiis mid 
IhoIingH nro an oinaiuition IVom tliuir own luitiii-c 
and fucuUics. It is only a innn liuro and tlicTc • 
who ha3 any Lolnrablo knowledge of t!ic chuvuctov ! 
evoii of llic woincii of his own riunily. I do* 
not mean, of Llieir caimbililioa ; these nobody 
knows, not even tlicnmclvoa, beeauao most of 
them have never bcon called out. ] mean tlmir 
actually existing thongUts and feelings. Many 
a mail thinks lio i)crfectly undersliuids women, 
because lie has liad mnulory rohilions with 
Hovci’iil, pcvliaps with many of them. If lie in 
a good ohsovvei', and hi.s experiemu) extends to 
ijualily ub well as tjuaulity, Im may have le.avnt 
something of one narrow dejiarlmcnt of Llioir 
nature — an iiuijortant deimrtmout, no dou))(. 
Hut of all tho rest of it, few |)er.soii« arc gene- 
rally move ignorant, beeausc thcro aro few from 
wliom it is so eurofully hidden, 'rim >uo8t j 
ravourable ea.HO wliieli a man can generally Imvo! 
for studying the clmructor of a woman,, is tliat 
of Ills own wife : for tlio oppurliinilies are greater, 
and the eases of comploto aympathy not ao un- 
speakably rare. And in fact, this ia the souveo 
from whioli any knowledge worth having on tho 
subject has, I believe, generally coino. Hut most 
men have not had the opportunity of studying in 
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this way movG than ft Hiiiirlc! rasn ; ii(!(!f)rc!uigly 
one can, to an almost liiuj'lHiljlti iulin* 

wliat a mnn^s wiTo is like, fnnii Ins opinions 
about women iu gcuernU T« luiikn v.vvw this 
one case yicl<l nny I’cault, the M'{)initii must bo 
worth knowing, ftinl Ihn iium not only a oompo- 
tent jiidgo, but of a cluirttotur m> Myinpalluilio in 
itself, and so well ndaptecl to Jicrw, llmt In* j-an 
either rend her miu<l by Myinimlludio. iutiiilion, 
or has iiotliing in himself whidi iiiii){(>n licr shy 
of disclosing it. Uiirdly iinytlibig, I lielicvo, 
can be more rare llnm this ronjnnction. U 
often liappcns llmt tlicro im Iho nuj-tt coinploto 
unity of fccUi\g and cojumuuily of intuv(‘sl)i as 
1 to all external things, yot Oio one lias as lilLlo 
1 admission into t)ic jntcrmil life of tlm oihcr iis 
j if tliey were common aequainiarnsn j-iven with 
I true adection, anlliority on Iho one shlo mid sub. 
ordination ou the other prevent iicrfeet eonli. 
dencc. 'i’liough nothing may i,o inttintionally 
, witlihclcl, much is not shown. In (lie aimlogomt 
, relation of paveut und child, the conrspoiiding 
Iphcnomcmon must liavo huon in Uiti obHcrvalioii 
'Of every one. As between father and ann, iiow 
many avc the eases in which the ialhpi-, i„ a,,ito 
of real aflection on botl* sides, obviously to at! 
the world does not know, nov suspool, parts of 
the sou^s character familiar to his companions 
.and equals. Tl.e trntli is, UuU the position of 


looking up io auoUicv is extremely uupi’opitious 
to coniplcto sincerity and opennesi} with him. 
Tlic fear of losing ground in his opinion or in lii.s 
fociings is so strong, that even in an upriglrl eiuv- 
raclcr, there is an uneouscions tendency to show 
only the best side, or the sido which, though not 
the best, is that wlueli ho most likes to see : and it | 
may ho confidently said tlmfc thomugh knowledge | 
of one another hardly ever exists, hut hetweeu 1 
persons who, besides being inlinmles, arc eqiuils. 
How much more true, then, must iiH this be, 
when the one is not only under the autliority of ' 
the other, but has it ineulcatcd on her as a duty 
to rcekou everything else subordinate to bis 
C(jnifort and pleasure, and to let liim neither see 
nor feci anything coming from her, except udnit 
is agreeable to lum. All these dillicultics stand 
in the way of a maids obtaining any lliorough 
knowledge even of tho one woman u-liom alono, 
in general, he has RulUcicut opportunity of study- 
ing. AVlien wo further consider that to under- ^ 
stand one woman is not necessarily to inuinrsLaml 
any other woman j that even if he could study 
many women of one rank, or of one country, ho 
\YOuld not thereby undorstund women of other 
ranks or countries; and even if ho did, they arn 
still ouly the women of a single period of history; 
wo may safely assert that the kuoxvlcdgc which 
men can acquire of women, even ns they have 
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been anil are, witliout reference to what tliej 
might be, is irrctclieilly imperfect and superficial 
and ahrays will bo so, until women themsclYcv 
have told all that titcy have to tell. 

4111I this fiujp has not couioj nor will it conic 
othenvise than gvathmlly. It is hut of yesterday 
that women have citlicr been qualified hy literary 
accompHsliincnt.s, or permitted by society, to tell 
anything to tlic general public. As yet very 
fow of them dare tell anything, wliicli men, oit 
whom fheir literary siieeCiSs depends, arc uu- 
wiilingtohcav. Let us remember iu what manner, 
up to a very recent time, the c.xpression, even 
by a male author, of niicustomfiry opinions, or 
what arc deemed eccentric feelings, usually wtis, 
and in some degree still is, received; and wo may 
form some faint coiiccj^lion under M’hat inipedi* 
mentf a woman, wlio is brouglit up to think 
custom and ojiinion licr sovereign rule, attempts 
to express iu books anything drawn from tlie 
depths of her own nature. Tlie greatest woman 
who has left wriliogs bcliind lier suflicient to 
give her an eminent rank in the Utemtnre of licr 
wuii try, thought it necessary to prcfi.x as a motto 
to her boldest work, “ Un lioinme pent braver 
r<^nwii ; uiic femme doit s’y soumettre.^'* Tlic 
peaAer part of what women write about women 
M mere sycophancy to men. In the case of un- 
* Title-page of Mow. de Stael’s “ Delpbino.” 


mnri'ird uotncii, inudi nC snnns only iulrndofl 
If) iiici'f’iisr lli(!lr cliamid of n lin.slnmil. !Miuiy, 
butli married and miJimrrl<’il, ovor.slcp Jim mnrk, 
and incuU'iiU! a Morvilily Imyond mIiiiI w df^sired 
(»v ndisln-tl by imy man, oxocpl tlu? very vuljjjiirc.st. 
Blit lliiM is iioL MO ol’ton tlio rsiMO ns, even iit a 
qnitc bde jim-iodj it still was. XiiUu'ury wotumi 
ni'O bucoiiiiiij,^ morn frooHjiokoiij luid more 
to (’xpresH llndv real KCutimentM. (fnfoitunaUdy, 
in lliis (‘Oiiiilry OHiK’nially, limy iiro tlicinnnlvcfi 
8\»cb avlilirial pvodmds, that tlu:iv Hcnlimcidft nvo 
com[ioiuid(‘d of n small element of imlividiml 
obscvYuliou and eousebmHUOss, and u very lavge 
one of !U‘nniird aHsindations. This m-iII Im-. it‘ss 
and less Ibr rase, biU it will venudn Ivuc to a 
yireiit e\lrnt, ns loiij;- iis soeiiil inHiilMlions flo not 
inlmir. llio sanu' lV(‘o developimmt of oiij^iniiliiy 
in women wliieb is possible lo men. When Hint 
time comes, ami 5iut before, wo slmll 8i;c, and 
not merely lieur, ns iimcb ns it is necesunry lo 
know of Mie imLnre of women, nnd Ibo ndujjlatiou 
of oilier tldn^s to it. 

I liiive dwell so iimeh on llio dillieuUies M'liieli 
at pirseul (ibstrnet any real knowledge by men 
of ibe trim nature of women, beeniiso in lliia as 
in 8(1 many otber lliiugH "opinio eopiie iulcr 
nuixinuis eiiusiiH iiiopue esL;^’ nml there is little 
cliauec of roasouahle tbinkiug on the matter, 
wliile people Halter Ihcmaclvcs that tliey perfeetly 


nndcrsfcnml ft subject of wliiiHi most mrii kiu 
absolutely uotliing, aiul of it is ut putsi. 

impossible tlmt fi«y nimi, or all men lukcn log 
thcr, should have Icuo\vlcilg(! U’liic’li v.m <pmli 
them to lay down tlio bnv to vroiuon as to u-li, 
is, or is not, tlicir vocation. Happily, no sui 
knowledge is necessary for' any practical j)uri)o: 
connected witli the position (jf women in vclutic 
to society and life, b'er, nLUionling to all tl 
principles involved In nuidcrn Koelcty, tla^ (jm'slid 
reaU with women l)jcnis(dvCM — to be diii-idcd Ij 
their own exijcricucc, and hy the. nsn of Uu. 
own faculties. Tliorc am no incaiiH of tiniliii 
what either owe person or many can iId, huL b 
trying — and no means by wliioh any oia> dsc! i-a 
discover for them what it is for tiioir imppiiicf 
to do or leave undone. 

One tiling wo may be certinn ol-Hliat wliiiL i 
contrary to women's natitr-o to do, they neve 
will be made to do by simply giving Lludr mitnr 
free play. TIio anxiety of iiiaiikiiid to iiitcvaw 
in behalf of nature, for four lust naUiro sliouli 
not succeed in oflccting its pnrposo, i« an alto 
gethcr unnccossary BoliciUulc. M'lmt women b' 
imturc cannot do, it is quite aupcrtluoua to forbi! 
them from doing. -Wlmt tlioy can do, Imt no 
BO well as 11, c men wl,o are tlioi,. eomi,ctiU„'« 
competition sutneca to cxcUulo then fran, ; sinci 
nobody asks for protective duties .md bonntici 
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U favour of womou; it i. o„iy „.,ko,l that tho 
piosont bounties and protective duties in favour 
of men should bo recalled. If ,vomon have a 
natural inclination for some things than 

! , “ “0 1‘ccd of laws or social 

ineulcal.on to make the miyority of them do 

ho former m preferenoo to tho latter. What- 
ever women-s services are most wanted for, the 
f ee play of competition will hold out tho 
stagost ludueements to them to undertake. 
Ami as he words imply, they are most wanted 
foi tlio things for wliioli they are most fltj by 
he apportionment of which to them, the eoh 
loo^ve laoultios of the two sexes can be applied 
on a,e whole witii the greatest sum of valuable 

that lie natural vocation of a woimni is tliat o 
^Vlfe and mother. I say, is supposed to be 
heqatise, judging from aets-from the whole of 
the present constitution of society-one miglit 
Hife%that tlioir opinion was the direct oontraty 
Ihoy might be supposed to think that the 
llegcd natural vocation of women was of all 
timgs the most ropiiguant to their nature. 

that if tliey are free to do anything 

of their time and faculties, is open, which has 
any olianco of appearing desirable to them— there 


wll not bo cnongl, of then ivlio will 
to nocopt tbe comlitiou said to bo „atural to 
I>om. If tins ,8 tbo real opiiiio,, „(■ j,,. 

general, .t „„i,t 

ope ly o.mnc.at..,g the rtootrino (it is alroa.lj 

3 "' ; "“" '■ 2 

eet) It ,8 oocossaiy to soeioty that womo.i 
sbon (I marry a,„| j.rorbioo cliiblrmi, Thoy will 

not do 80 „„|,,ss t,,ay coinpollod. TJitJoforo 
IS neoosaary to compel tbom." Tlin meriti, of 
ll>o case wonid then bo clearly dclloed 1 

Z l O Of 

South Carolina and Ijoiiisiaiw* ff ti ■ 

«-eotton and sugar aboZ be 

mm. cannot produce tliom. Negroes will no ■ 

.■ any wages whiob wo cbooso tZ'itc Ze 

they must bo compelled " a., -ii , . 

closer to the poZ't tin^o? 

Sailors must absolntoly b ,„d to "7™'."'?' 
country. It often happons !j t I 'n 
voluntai'ily enlist, Tberoforo H 
tl'o power of foroing Zn I 
tins logic boon used I and' bn!“f 
in ib .vitlmut donbt it wo.dd l.avf'l 

ccssfnl up to this day, V 
retort-l'irst nav nJ -r^ ‘ ‘’ 1 *“ * 1 '“ 

wcllworth tbeirwhilotosor o “ 

to servo you, ns to work for 


otlior omplcyo™, you will have no more difficulty 
timn ofers have iu^ obtaining their aorvicoa 
1010 18 no logical answer except will 
not : and as people are now not only ashamed 
but me not desirous, to rob the laboLcr of his 
hire, .mprossmont is no longer advocated, Those 
Wio attempt to force women into marriago by 
closing all other doors against tiiom, lay 
selves open to a similar ivjtort. If they moan 

-bat they say, their opinion must evidently h^ 
ha men do not rondev the married condition 
dosivable to women, as to indiieo tliom to 
accept It lor its own recommendations. It is 
not a sign of one^s tliiiiking the boon one onh's 
very altraotivo, ivlieii one allows only Hobson's 
oIioiCQ, " tliat or none." And bore, I hoHcvo 
IS the Ohio to the feelings of those men, who' 
have a real antipathy to the equal ft.oed;„ of 
-omen, I believe they are rfraid, „ot ,ost 
women s loiild ho unwilling to marry, for I 
0 not thinlc that any ono in reality has that 
apprehonaioiij hut lost they should insist that 
jrriage should he on equal conditions; ^ 

11 -omen of spirit and eapaeity should irolbr 
oing almost anytinng else, not in thei/ own 
yes cop'admg, rather than marry, when marry. 

to! ^a'Zf “ -"“‘or 

icu eart%possc 8 sioii 8 . Andtmly 

this consequence were necessarily incident 


I>i'ol)ftI,lo that fcwwomoi,, oaimblo of niiythi,,! 
merit, ronrtcnng them for tlm timo insensible 
y other means were open to thorn of Jilli„„ 

conventionally hononrahlo place in lifo! ? 
aliarbo «“= of nnn'riago 

™ng to bring women r^, wit nnri 
menfs but those of iiti /vri i> ftcquire- 

servaut. ^ Oi’ of a domostio 



CHAPTER 11. 


I T AviU be ■well to corriTnci^eo ibo dctoilod rtls- 
cussioa of the aubjeck by the iMirliculitr 
bmiicli of it to ’which tlic coin-sc of our observa- 
tions 1ms led na : Iho conditious which the laws 
of this and all other ooimtrics annex lo the 
mai’j'iago coulracl. Marriage being the <bwtiim- 
tion apiiointr.d by society for women, the prospect 
tlioy arcs bronghk up to, and the oi)jcot wiiicli it 
is intejuh’d Hlioiild be sought by nil of Ihein, ex- 
cept those who avo loo little atlractivo to ho 
chosen by any man as liia conipnnion ; one iniglit 
Imvo supposed that ovorything would Iiavo boon 
done lo luako this condition os eligible to tliciu 
as j)ossiblc, that they might linvc no oaiiso lo 
regret being denied the option of any otlior. 

Society, liowcvcr, bcjtli in tins, and, at first, in all 
other ensos, has preforred lo iillain its object by 
fowl vatUov tlmn lair means : bwt this is the only 
ease in wliicli it Jms substantially poraisted in 
them oven to the present day. Originally women ^ 
were taken by ferco, or rcKuhivly sold hy their 
fallier to tlic husband. Until a Into period in * 


Europoan liistory, t],o fiiflior J„ul tl,o ^ , 

dispose of Ilia daughter in iiiarriiig,. „t J.ia 
iFill and ploasuTO, wiHiout any regard lo I,,, , i 
The Churehj indeed, iraa so far (iiiH.fui lo a Iiel't'cr 
tnoraliiy as to require a formal " jr,..," n, 
woman at tlio mnrringo coromoiiy ; hm 

nothing to allow that tlio ooiiseiit was otlier tha 
eompu laoryj and itwas jiraotically „ 

the girl to refuse eornpliauco if tin, fatl,,,,. 
rered, except perhaps wJien she might ohlai i i 

to take monastic vows. Afkor jiiari-inffn m 
had anciently (but this a„i,„,i„r to 'h.Jsr/ 

he could repudiate liei- I j i \ 
aponding peCrr f f." 

laws of England the ini I* ? '^’ylhooMl 

of the wil 1 0 ‘ho ford! 

^o^aign, ..Mier; 

% his wife was eallcd treason " ^ 

gn.shedfl.om«^Atoa„ 3 „„j 

a^nged than was usually y 

treason, for the npunU ^ high 

Because these vario^ hnnung to death. 

di-e (for most "'‘"o" *''‘“ 

^^“1-hed, or not until tll'ra^;' 


should he in nipfnrd lo Iho iniiiTiHffo eontnict; 
and \yc are conliiinally told ihut civili/.a(inn iiiid 
Christianity Imre veslorcd to tiu; M’oumii her just 
rights. Mcuinvlnlo tlie. wifn is llio acluul himiU 
servant of her Imshfiud : no Jc.sh so, im fur as legal 
obligation gta-’s, tlian hIiu'cs ooiiiin(ml)' so (mlliid. 
Siio vows a lifelong olKHlun\ce lo Idiu at llu! 
altar, and is held to it nil Ihrongli licr lifo by 
InAv. Casuists nmy say tliiit tJin ohiigiilioii of 
obedience stepH short of piirlieipnlion in eriiiio, 
but it oerLainly extonda to overythlng else. Sim 
can do no act whatever hut l)y iiis poriuission, at 
least taeit. She can aoquii-iJ no properly hut ft)!* 
him } lim insti'.nt it he.tumu’H hers, m'e.n if l)y 
inluiritanee, it heeonie.s ///*•« /«r/o lii.s. In (hiM 
respect tiio wifc'.s po.sition under the conniion 
law of liiiglaml is worse tluiu llml tif ttlaves in 
tlio laws of inaiiy countries : by tin* lUunnii law, 
for example, a slave might iiavo liia pccnliinn, 
which to fi certain extent the law guaruiiti'<al lo 
him fov his exc.hisive use. M’lui highe.r clnHsi's 
in this country have given an uualogoiis advan- 
tage to llunr women, through hpccia) mmlriudM 
setting aside the hiw, by c(nuUtiouHor pin-uunu'y, 
&c. : since parental feeling being Hlrongci* witli 
fathers tluiu the class feeling of their <nvn .sex, a 
father generally preierM Ida own daugUlnr to a 
sou«in-liuY who is a stranger to him. lly mcuurt 
of scUlcmcnts, Die ricli nsunlly cuntrivo lo M’itli- 


66 


draw the whole or pai-t of the inherited . 
of the wife from the absolute eontro/ of the 
husband : hut they do not succeed in heepio. it 
ur.de. her orvu control; the utnroat til oru 
do only prevents the husband from squander 
It, at the same time debarring the rightful n 

f^mltauae. The p.pert/itself 

reach of both; and aa to the income derived c 
It, the form of settlement most favourable t T 
-fe (that called «to her sep«te Z") oT 
precludes the husband from receiving 

“ h® can neither h7Z7i b7 

compelled to restitution. This is th ' 

«<■ the protection which, under the 1 „ 

the y of this 

sire tThis ow^ d „rr -> 

« »o settlement ; and tlm .1 ^ ^ 

property, as well as .ol/free?'' 

^ complete. The fw ^eedom of action, 

» htirs is his, but the paraHr^”/.*^’'* whatever 

m u^Ued against the Ln 

J‘f'’‘|KmsibIe to third narH * 

^ ^ far iVom * ^ of his cattlp 

that wives rt' 


gcncal no bettor trontod tlmn dnvos , but no , 

slave « a .slave to too same longtl., and in eo 
full a soiiso of the word, as a wife is, Hardlv 
any slyc, except ono immediatoly attached to too '''' 
masters person, is a sinvo at all hours and all 
mum os; „i general ho has, lilco a soldier, ],is 
>xod task, and wi.en it is do.io,or when ho is off 
<l«ty, ho disposes, within certain Hmits, of his 
own tone, and has a family life into which 2 
master rarely intnules. <' Undo Tom" imdor his 
lim master laid ids own life in his “cabin" 
almost as much as any man wl.ose work takes 
nm au,ay iVom liome, is able to have in his "wn 
fmmly. Jiut u cannot ho so witli tin, wife. Above 
all; a emale slave 1ms (in CI.ristian com, trios) an ^ 
a lmil ml right, and is eonsiderod under n moral 
.gatie^ to rofeso to her master too.fest femi. 

1 y. Not so tho wife : however briUnT a tyrant 
> 1.0 maymvtortunately bo chained to-though she 
may la, ow that he hates her, though it may t 
Ina <la.ly pl.msniti to torture her, and thougl, she 
may leol it niipossiblo not to lontl.o liim— ho can' 

|S.m froni 1, or and onferco tho lowest dcirada-i 
‘“ ' .“‘i lmman being, timt of being made tl.o! 
WStomnont of an animal fnnetion contrary to lier i 

While she is hdd in this w^riddr 

is hm. y own J)owony whufc 

, liosition m regard to too children in 
w >om slio and her master have a. joint iutorest? 


Jl'oy arc by law /™ obiMrou, It,. „i„„„ 

legal nghts over them, Not one, a,.| , "? 

towanla o. in relation to tbo.n, 

tion from him. J.)vcu nAnf i. ■ i 

not their jegal gtmi-diau, unlon/lm l,r!.iu‘j '' 

from he. and a 

eoMranoiiding with them until Tl'*"" 

loaves her huslwiui .1 ^ H slm 

^cr, neither 

rightfully licr own If h T is 

■"■‘y content hJeelf rtth feW,r 2 r'”‘ 

“ythins 'videh aho may earn or wi n 
g‘ven to her hy her rehdiona.' It ' 
separation hy a deeree of a court ,,f , ^ ^ 

entitles her to livo anarl , . "'hieh 

hack into tho custody of an Iv '™*! 

"'hioh empowers her to an 1 ' Ja'lei'—or 

“TO nse, without fear thit’a^m''^ ‘"‘i""''’''' 
she lias not soon for t,. "" l'“'hnpa 

upon her some day and cn" ^ n l’‘"‘''eo 

separation, until llrtr"''' 

siMc to any ono out of tim , i ‘‘ 

“etr it is only gJn fo “ Kvon 

y g™n m oases of desertion, or of 


lliis sliUo of fcliiuKs would he, ihiit Hincu hn* nil in 
life (leiioiida uiwu ohtiLiiiiiiK n kimmI nniHirr, nlirl 
should bo uUo\v(!d to olmuK'- Hpiiii iiud 
until mIio IlndH one. 1 iim mil. H.’iyiiiK ihni nIu* 
ouglil to bo nliiwod thiH 'I’hul in i\ 

toliilly dillci'ont oonnidonifion. 'I’hr nl' 

divoroojiullic .scnmiinvtilvin^ iihrrly orrciium iiiffi*, 
is 01)0 into wliicli it is (on‘i{<ii l.<i iity )Hir|i<i*ic in 
cnlci'. AU T now eiiy is, llmt lo tliimu (o wboni' 
nolliinp: Init Rovvitudo is uliu\vt?d, lUo five idioicc' 
of-sni vitudn is tlio only, tlioufch ii imiM. iiiNnllliMi'iil. I 
jdlcvinlion. its vol'usid ('()iU)>li'li'H ilu* iiHniniiln*/ 
iiun of ilio wifo (o llio Kiuvr niiil Ihf mIiivo’ 
iindnr not tho mlldoHt Idrm of fliivrry : fur in 
soino aluvo nodcM tUo nhur. cdtild, muloi* tTihdu 
circuniatuiK'OH of ill umii^m>, Ic^Hlly ^•^lMl|nd llu- 
mtwtcv to soil him. !lut iu> mntmnioriii uhhj*!', 
M'ithoiit (idnlUM-y Hiipormlilufl, will iii Miinlnml 
freo a wife IVoin Iior tonumilDr. 



I have no desire 


ou oAiiggerate, nor doe«i tlm 

case ataucl in nny nSed of exaggeration, I h,,, 
deaenbd the xrifo^e legal position, not her ncZl 
ireatoieat. The laws of most countries are far 
worse than the people who execute them i 

py of them are only able to remain la,™! 

being sc rtom or nerer carried into effect Tf 
married life were all that it miaht h„ ^ 

M., - Ss’' ■" « 

, 

pulses and prepensities which lead to ’t 

mtd of those feelings the tie n u 
a man with his wife affords 't 

example. The only tlHS a! 

to it, that between him and h- * Z “i’i’‘'°‘’“’tes 
i“ «n save exceptional easer t T’ 

«ft^ad of conflicting with, th^ Zt 7 
ww w true; becaii.*i» ^®cause 

inflict, nor women suffer Til T, 

““id be inflicted and suffc i T" 

of tyranny with which ih^ * *** i'uii power 

-re neted tT cTTf 

f«*bng form of the iLt-T , ' 

f -•trfflui.y is jnsMed tr; ““ 

* ai^ly luarrclling “y “^plaint 
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gationa m prneticG, wliicli aro eomimtible with 
, na,„t,„„.„g legal fece tlm o, „uy oalr 

land ol tyranny^ insiend of being any apology 
for despot,™, only servo to prove what powS 
human nature posaoasos of reaotiug against tho 
vilest institutions, and with what vifality the 
seeds of good as well as those of evil in human 
oharaoter diffuse and propagate themselves. Not 
s vyord ean ho said for despotism in the fandly ' 
winch cannot ho said for political despotism 
.veiy ahsolute king docs not sit at his window 
to enjoy the groans of liis tortured subjects, nor 
taps tlicm of their last rag and tiiros them 
out to shiver in tlio road. The desiiotisin of 
^JOIUS , was uot tiio despotism of I>liiliimD 
lo liol, or of Nadir Sliah, or of Calig„I„. Imt 
It was bad 0.10, igli to justify tlio French llevoln- 
tiou, and to palliate oven its horrora. If „n 
Wosl he , made to tlio intense attachments 
which exist botwoon wives and tboir Imsbaiids 
exactly as much may bo said of domestic slavery 
It was quite an ordinary fact in Greece and 
Kome for slaves to submit to doatli by torture 
rather than betray tlicir masters. I,, the pro. 
seriptioiis of the Homan civil warn it l„s 
rommkod that wives and slaves were heroionlly 
faithliil, sons very commonly treacherous. Yet 
we know how cruelly many Homans treated 
their slaves. But in truth those intenso in. 


62 


aiviflual feelings now), ere rise to sucli a Irauriant 
height 08 under the most atrocious institutions 

' that the strongest 

feelings of devoted gratitude of which human 
nature seems to he susceptible, are called forth 
m human beings towai-ds those who, having the 
power entirely to enish their earthly existence, 
voluntarily refrain from using that power. How- 
great a place ,11 most meu this sentiment fills, even 
m religious devotion, it would be cruel to inquire 
We daily see how much thejr gratitude to 
Hcaveu appeai-s to be stimulated by the ceu 
tcmpla len of fellow-creatums to whom God 

Whether the institution to be defended is 
Wery, pohtieal absolutism, or the absolutism of 
tto head of a family, we are always e.xpeoted to 
i'-dgn of it from its best iustaneel; an l i e j 
presented with pictures of loving exerle 
au hordy on one side, loving siibmLon to i^ on 
the other— superior wisdom orderine- nil 

good men. Who doubts that ther ^ 


adfi[)tc(l, not to f^ood nifiij but to bad. J\I»miif(e ’ 
is not nil institution flosigmid for a select few. 
Mon lire' not retjuired, as a preliiiiiiiiiry to llic 
niaiTin;;,(: cnrcinony, to prove by testimonials tliat 
tlicy lire (it to Ijo triiKlcd witli the e.vercist; of 
absolute power. 'I'lio tie of iini'ctioii ami obliga- 
tion to a wife and eliildreii is very Ktrong witli 
tliosc wliosi: general floeial Jeellng.s are strong, 
and with many who ore litllo seiiHiblo lo any 
other Hoeiiil Lies j l)ut there ui'o all degrees of 
acusihility and insensiljiUty to it, as there arc all 
grades of goodness and wiekedaess in men, down 
to those whom no ties will luiul, and on whom 
society him no uclioii Imt through its uUhaa valid, 
the peuaUies of the law. In e.ve.ry grade of this 
deaeendiug sculo uro men to whom me irommitUHl 
all Llie. legal powers of a liusbaml. Tiic vilest 
uitilefaelov has some wvcUdied woman tied to 
him, against wlunn he can commit any uU'ouity 
except killing her, and, iC tolerably cautions, cun 
do that without mneh danger of the legal )>cnalty. 
And hosv many tlmusands are there among the 
lowest elassea in every country, who, without 
being in a legal sense malcfaelors in any other 
rcapeet, becausti in every other qnartev llieir 
aggressions meet >vilb resislanee, indulge the 
utmost hubiUnd excessc.'} of bodily violeneo to- 
wards the unhappy wife, .who nlono, at least of 
grown persons, can neither repel nor esenpo from 


their brntftlity; mul towards whom tlio excess 
of dependence inspii-cs tlioii* iikmui and hjiv{ijj;o 
nutiues, not witli n gcncrotis f()i'l)caran{:0; and a 
point of honour to bchavo well to one whose lot 
iu life is trusted entirely to their kindness, hut 
oil the contrary with a notion that the law has 
delivered her to them ns their thing, to bo iisod 
at their pleasure, and that they are not expected 
to practise the eonsideratloii towards her whicJi 
is required from them towards everybody else. 
The law, which till lately left even tliese atrocious 
extremes of doincslic oppression praetieally un- 
punished, has within tlieso few years made some 
feeble attcrapta to repress them, lint its attempts 
have done little, and cannot ho exiieeted to do 
much, because it is contrary to reason and expe- 
rience to suppose that Ihevo can bo any real ebook 
to brutality, consistent witli leaving tlie victim 
still iu tho power of tho oxccnlionui’. Until a 
conviction for personal violonco, or at all oventa 
a repetition of it after a (irst conviction, entitles 
tlio woman iffso facto to a divorce, or at least to 
a judicial separation, tho attempt to reprosB tlicao 
“aggi-avatcd assaults^’ by legal penalties will 
break down for want of a prosecutor, or for want 
of a witness. 

When we consider how vast is tho number of 
men, in any great country, wlio are littlo higher 
than brutes, and that tliig novor provoiita thorn 


from being able, tlivongb l]io law of marriage, 
to olUfiiti a victim, tlic brcadtli niul depth of 
luinimi inis(^ry cnuac^d in lliis shape nloiio by tlic 
abuse of the institution swells to something ap- 
palling. Yet these are only tlie extreme cases. 
Tiiey arc the lo>vest abysses, but llicrc ia a snd 
succession of depth aftov depth bcroi*c i*cachiug 
tlicm. In domestic as in political tyranny, tlie 
case of absolute monsters chiclly illustrates tlie 
institution Ijy showing tliat thoi*o is scarcely any 
horror which may not occur under it if the 
despot pleases, and thus actti\»g iu a strong light 
U’liat must bo the (crriblo fre((ucncy of tlnngs 
only a liUlo less alroeious. Alwolute fienda arc , 
ns rave as aiigols, pcn-haps rarer: ferocious 
savages, with occasional touchc.s of humanity, arc 
however very frequent; and in the wide intevval ' 
whicli separates these from any worthy roprcscu- j 
tatives of the Immnn species, liow many are Iho J 
forms and gradations of animalism and selfish- < 
ncfl.s, often under an outward varnish of civiliza- \ 
tiou and even cultivation, living at pence >Yith \ 
the law, mnintainiiig a crcdiluhlo appcaruuco to • 
all who arc not under their power, yol sudlcient 
ofUiu to make tlic lives of all wlw) arc so, a , 
tonnont and a burtlicn to tlicm I It M'ould bo 
tiresome to repeat tho commonplaces about tlic 
unfitness of men in general for power, which, 
after the jioliticnl discussions of ccuturics, every 
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oi\c knows by heart, were it not that liardly auy 
I i one thinks of ap|»tyiiig these iimxinis to the case 
^ ill which above all others tlicy arc a[)plicablc, 
that of power, not placed in the hands of a man 
hci-c and there, but oflered to every adult male, 
down to tiiG basest and most ferocious. It is 
not because a man is not known to have broken 
any of the Ten Commandments, or because lie 
maintains a respectable character iu his dealings 
with those whom lie. cannot couipel to have 
iutcrcouviic with him, or because he docs not fly 
out into nolcnt bursts of ill-temper against those 
who arc not obliged to bear with liirn, that it is 
possible to sui'misc of what sort Ins conduct will 
be iu the urn'C-straiut of home. Even the com- i 
moncst ineu reserve the violent, the sidky, the 
mulUguiscdly selfish side of their character for i 
those who have no power to withstaud it. The 
rclatiou of suiKjviors to dcpcndcuts is the nurseiy 
of these ^'ices of character, which, wherever else 
they exist, arc an overflowing from that source. 

A man who is morose or violent to his equals, 
is sure to be one irho has lived among inferiors, 
M'hoin he could frighten or worry into submis-j 
siou. If the family in its best forma is, as it is 
often said to be, a school of sympntby, tenderness, 
aud loving forgetfulness of self, it is still ofteiier, 
as respects its chief, a school of wilfuhiess, over- 
bcaringuesa, uuboiiudcd sclf-iudulgencc, and a 




(loublc-dycd and idealized soinRlincKs, of wliioh 
siionfiee itsfdf is only a [)artu*uitu‘ form: llic earo 
for the wife and eliildrcu I)ciiig only cave for 
them as parts of the man's om-ii interests and 
l)olon{^ings, and llicii’ indivhliinl liappiiicss being 
immolated in (ivory shape to his smtiilcsi pro- 
forenecs. AVliat Indtei’ is to be looked for xnidei’ 
the existing form of llm mstitntion? AVc kiiow'i” 
that tlic l)ad propensities of human iiatuve are 
only k(ipt within l)uunds when they arc allowed 
no scope for their indulgence. We know tliat 
from imj)ulso and habits wlien not from delil)o- 
rate ]mr])osc, almost every one to whom others 
yield; goc'H on ciua'oacliing upon them, until a 
point is reached at wliieh tlu^y ar«i eompclhal lo 
resist, yucli being the e<»mm(m lendeney of | 
human natni'nj the almost unlimited power M hieh 
present social instiUUlons give to the man over 
at least one human being — the one with whom 
lie resides, and xvlioin lie has always ju’cscnt — 
this power seeks out and evokes the hilciit germs 
of selfishness in lli(' remotest corners of his 
nature — fans its faintest sparks and smouldering 
embers — ofl'ers lo him a lieense for the indulgence 
of tlioso itolnts of his original cliaractor which 
in all other relations ho would have found it ne- 
cessary to repress and conceal, and the repression 
of which would in time have become a flceond. 
nature. I Iciiow that llicro is another side toj 
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tlio (iwcstion. I grant that tlio wiCo, if sIig 
cannot eflcctnaUy resist, can at least vclaUatcj 
ahc, too, can mulcc tho ninii’a life cxlrciucly un- 
comfortable, ami liy lliat lunrcr is alilo to carry 
many poinU which she ought, and niaiiy which 
she ouglit not, to iircviiil in. Hut this instru- 
ment of sclf-iwotcclion— which may ho called 
the ])ower of the scold, or the shrcM'isli sanction 
— lias the fatal defect, that it arails most against 
the Icjiat tyrannical aujiuriorH, and in favour of 
the least deserving dependents. It is the weapon 
of irritable ami .self-willed wumon j of tliosc wlir 
would make the worst nso of power if tluiy them- 
sclve.s bad it, and who generally turn Ibis power 
to a bad use. The amiable cannot use such an 1 
instrument, Ibo biglimiudcd disdain it. And on J 
tlio oUicr hand, tbo bnabiinds against whom it is 
used most clfcclivcly are tho geiiLlcr and moro 
inofTciisivc; those who cannot bo induced, oven 
by })rovocuUon, to resort to any very bai'sb oxov- 
ciso of authority. Tliu wifo^s power of being 
disagreeable gcnornlly only cslablislics a counter- 
tyranjiy, ami makes victims in Ibcir turn cbio/ly 
of those Uusbonds who nro least inclined to bo 
tyrants. 

d What is it, tbon, which really tcmpei'S tho 
corrupting cflccts of tho power, and makes it 
compatible with such amount of good as we 
actually see? Mero feminine blundislimcnts, 


thougli of great cllect in iiulividunl hiaUnccs, 
iiavc vci'y little eOeet iii nn)dir3'iiig the general 
tendencies of llio aitiiation ] for tlicir power only ^ 
lasts while the womau is youug and attractive, j 
often only while her charm is now, and not i 
dimmed by familiavlty •, and on many men they . 
have not much innucncc at any time. Tlic real ^ 
mitigating causes are, the poraoiml afl'ection , 
which is the growth of time, in so far ns tlic man\s < 
nature is susceptible of it, and tlio womaids 
character HufTiciontly congenial with his to oxoitc 
it ; their common iiitcrcsta as regards tlic cliil- 
(Ircn, and tlicir general community of interest 
as concerns third persons (to which however there 
arc very great Hiniuitions) j tlio real imporlnncc 
of tlio wife to his daily comforts and enjoyments, 
and the value he consequently attaches to licr 
oil liis pci’simal account, wiiich, in a man capable 
of feeling for others, lays the foundation of caring 
for her on her own ; and lastly, tho indncuco nii* 
tunilly acipiircd over almost all human hoiugs by 
those near to their personH(if not ncluullydisagrec- . 
able to them)', who, both by their direct cutroatics, 
and by the insciisiblo contagion of their feelings 
and dispositions, avo often able, unless counter- 
aoted liy some equally sti'oug personal inlluencc, 
to obtain a degree of command over tho conduct 
of tiio superior, altogether excessive and un- 
reasonable. Through these various wicuus, tlio 


■- wife frequently exercises even too muoli power 
over the men ; she is ahle to affect his eoncluet 
m things m which she may not he qualified to 
influence it for good-in which her influence may 
be not only imenlighteued, hut employed on the 
morally wrong side; and in which he would act 
better if left to his own prompting. But neither 
m the affau-s of families nor in those of states 
IS power a compensation for the loss of freedom 
Her power often gives her what she has no right 
to, but does not enable her to assert her own 

nude 1 

„ 1.“™' tyrannises; but the 

desnable thing woidd be that she should neither 
have slaves nor be a slave. By enthely sinlcing 
her own existence in her husband; by having no 
w^ (or persuading him that she has no will) but 
his, in anything which regards them joint rela 
tion, and by making it the business of her life 
to work upon his sentiments, a wife may gratify 
her^lf hy infliieneiog, and very probably per- 
verting, his conduct, in those of his external re- 
ations which She has nevei. qualified herself to 
judge of or in which she is hemelf whoUy in- 
flueuced by some personal, or other partiality or 
raudico. Accordingly, li,ithhigs now are 
those who act most kindly to their wives ai-e 
.. }.. qmte as often made worse, as better, by the vrife's 
J mflnenee, m respect to aU interests extendfng 


beyond Ibo family. Site is lhat sbo lias 

no busine.‘^.‘< with thin{?8 out of that splicrc ; and 
aeeoi'dingly kIkj soldoin lias uny lioncst and con- 
sciontion.s opinion on l.lioni j imd ihovcforo hardly 
ever nualdlea witli them for any le^ilininlo pur- 
pose, l)ui {generally for an inlj’ivstcd one. She 
neither hnows nor earns which is the right .side in \ 
polities, l)nt she knows wluit will bring in money 1 
or invitations, give lier huslmnd a title, her son ' 
a place, or her daughter a good inanhigc. 

Ihit liow, it will 1)0 asked, can any society 
c.xist without government? ]n a family, as in a 
stale, .some ouo ])evs(m must ho ilic nllinmle 
ruler. Who sliall dcjoiile wlnm married people 
diHer in opinion? ,lh»th eanii(»t liave Iluar May, 
yet a diHiisiun one May or Iho tdher inxist he 
come to. 

It is not trno that in all voluntary ns.sociation 
bctM'ccn Im'O people, one of them must ho ahsolnto 
master: still loss Diat the lau' imist determine 
M'hicli of (liein it shall he. The most fretptent 
ease of voluntary assoeiation, ))ext to mavringo, 
is partnoi'ship ill business: and it i.s not found or 
thought necessary to enact that in every imrtncr- 
shi]), one ])urtnev shall have entire eonU'ol over 
the concern, and tlic otliens slmll ho l»ound to 
obey his orders. No ono would enter into paii- 
nerslnp on lenna M-liii'-h would subject him to the 
responsibilities of a principal, ■vvilb only tlio 


powcvs f\;»n pnviicgca ol a alovk ov if 

till) laM' (IcftU willi oilier coiilnicls as it docs with 
inni'i’ini^c, it M'ould onluiu Ihul one pmlm:r slionhl 
administer the comuum biisiucss as iC it was his 
private concc'riij thiit tjic others should luivooidy 
dolcgalcd j and tluit tins one shonld bo 

dcsljjnalcd by aoiiio general presuniplioii ol’ law, 
foi’ cxainplo aa heing the eldest. Tin; law neviiv 
docs this : nor dues experience sluiw it to he 
nccossiiry that any llieoretical im’ijuiility of power 
should exist between Ibo partners, in* that the 
prii'tiiersldp should liaveany other eoiiditiuiis tlinn 
what they may Uienmelve.s appoint by tlielr arlielcs 
of agreement. Yet it might Heeiu that the ex- 
clusive power might he conceded willi less danger 
to the rights and inlcrcsU of the inCeriur, in the 
case of partnership limn in tliut of nuirriagej 
since he is free to cancel Uie ))owei’ by with- 
drawing from the connexion. Thu wile has uo 
such power, and even if .she had, It is almost 
always desivablo that she should try all inuasurus 
heforo resorting to it. 

It is quilo ti‘uo that things winch have to 
be decided every day, and cannot adjust tliom- 
solvcs gradually, or wait for a compromise, ought 
I to depend ou ono will-, ouc person must have 
I their solo control. JJut it does not follow Unit 
i this should always ho tho saTtio person. Thu 
natural arrangomeut is a divisiou of powera 


bcW'ccw tlic two } cucli being abaolutc in tlie 
nxccutivo bvancli of tlicir own clcpnrtniciit, and 
any elniiigc of system and principle requiring tlic 
consent of both. 'L’lio division neillicr cun nor 
should lio .i)re-cst(d)l.islied by the law, since It 
innst depend on individual cupacilioa and suita- 
bilities. If the two per-sons chose, they nnglifc 
pre-appoint it l)y tlio marriage contract, as pc- 
enniary aiTangcniciits are now often pre-ap- 
poiiitcd. 'J’Jiero would seldom he any difficulty 
in deciding such things bynmtnnl consent, unless 
Ibo mari'ingc was ono of those unhappy' ones in 
wliich all Ollier tilings, us well as tJiis, bcconio 
subjects of bickering and dispute. The division 
of rights would uaLuvtdly follow the division of 
duties and I'nnctions j and lliat is already made 
by consent, or at all events not by law, but by 
general custom, modified and modifiable at tlio 
plcasuro of tlio persons canccrncd. 

Tlib I'Cnl praelieal decision of nflairs, towbicli- 
over may be giv(Mi the legal authority, u-ill greatly 
depend, as it even now does, upon couipuralivo 
qiiaUficalioiifl. The niero fael Hint he is nsuiilly 
the eldest, will in most eases give tlio prepon- 
derance to the man ; at least until they botli 
attain a lime of life at which the dilVerenee 
in their years is of no imporlnucc. Tjiero will 
naturally also bo a more potential voice on the 
side, whichever it is, that brings the means of 
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support. Iiicquftlily from llii-s Nourrcj floos nol. 
depend on tlio luw of jniirriii^c, !)ut on llic 
gcncml oomlition.s of Inmmii soeicLy, as now 
eonsUtutod. T)io inlUicnco of menial supe- 
vitivUy, cilUcr geiurvul <>v Hpct’ial, and .cif supeviov 
decision of c]uinieU:i*, will necessarily tell for 
mncli. It always d(»cs so at prirseiit. And ilii.s 
fact shows how iiUlo foniidalioii tlna’c is for llu^ 
apprehension llml Iho powers and vesponsihililies 
of partners in Hfo (ns of purlnevs in Inisiness), 
cannot bo sulrnfaclorily apporlioned liy agree* 
moiit between lliemHclves. 'I'liey always an* so 
appendumod, cxeept in cas{;s in wlileli llu; nmr- 
viago instilwUou is a failmv.. 'ridngs never 
come to an issue of downright power on one 
side, and obedience on tluj otlna’, exei'pL wliere 
the connexion nUogclbi*r Ims betui ii mistuke, 
and it would be a bU-ttsiug In both parties to 
ho rclieval from it. Sonic may say [liat tlui 
very thing by wliioh an iiinieahia HcLtluinent of 
dificrcncca becomes jamililc, ia tho power of 
legal compulsion known to ho in roservt* ; as 
people submit to nn arbitration heeaiiso tlicre 
is a court of law in tlic baeltgronnd, wliieli they 
know tlmt they can ho forced to oliey. Jhit 
to make the cases parallch wo must sup[)osa 
tlmt the rule of the court of law was, not to 
try the cause, but to give judgment always for 
tho same side, suppose the defendant. If so, 
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tli(! amcnfiliWity lo it wo'alcl l)c n motive -wilii 
tlio plftinli/T lo a^i’(:(5 lo almost any arbilrnlioii, 
1)ut it would be just the reverse willi the 
dcfeudiuil. 'I'bc despotic pnww which t]»c law 
jirivcs h) tlic husband may he a reason to inalce 
the wife assent to any (jompromisc hy M'liich 
power is practically shaved hctwce-ii the, two, 
hut it cannot be the reason wliy llio Imshand 
does. 'L'liiit thcro is always ninoiiff decently 
coudueted people a pvaeticjd (‘ompronuso, though 
one of them at least is under no physical or 
moral necessity of making it, shows that the 
natural motives which lead to a voluulary 
adjustmcnl of llu5 united life of two persons 
ill a manner aeceptahle. lo both, do on llie 
whole, except in nnfavonmhie cast's, prevail, 'flic 
matter is certainly not im[irovcd hy laying down 
ns an oi’diimneo of law, that iln5 .snperslrneluTD of 
free government shall ho raised upon a legal 
basis of despotism on one side and subjection 
on the other, and that every couccssum which 
the despot malces may, at his mere ploasuro, 
and without any warning, he rccnllwl. llcsidcs / 
that no fi'cctlom is worth much when, held on 
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80 pi-cearious a lemire, its conditions arc not / t . 
likely to he the imjst equitable when the law 
throws 80 prodigiuuH a weight into one scale j 
when the adjustment rests botwcon two persons 
one of whom is declared to be entitled lo 
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cvcrytliing, the othci* iioL only entitled to 
nothing except during the good plcnsiirc of 
the fii-at, hut uudei* the Htrougest nuu'ul and 
religious obligation not to V(;bel uudei’ luiy exeesa 
of oppression. 

A periinneioua adveysuvy, pushed to ex-lrcini- 
lics, may say, that husbands indeed are ^Yllling 
to be reasonable, and lo nmku fair uouciJ.ssiona 
to their partners without lieiiig com[)eUi:d lo it, 
hub that wives arc not: Unit if allowed any riglila 
of their own, they will ncknowledgo no rights at 
all in any oiio else, and never will yield in iiny- 
tlilng, unless they can be cuinpolled, by the 
mail's mere authority, to yield in everything. 
This would have been said by many persons some 
generations ago, when satires on’ •women u'oro in 
vogue, and men thouglit it a clover tiling to in- 
sult women for being wJiat men made them. 
But it will he said by no one now u'ho is worth 
replying to. It is not tlic doctriiio of the present 
day that women are less suscoptihlo of good 
feeling, and consideration for those with whom 
they are united by the strongest ties, tluui men 
arc. On the contrary, wo are perpetually told 
that women are better than men, by Uiosc who 
are totally opposed to treating tliom as if they 
wore as good ; so that the saying lu\a passed into 
a piece of tiresome cant, intended to jiut a eom- 
plimeutary face upon an injury, and resembling 


tliosc cclfi])nitionH of roynl clemency wliicli, an- 
cording to Gulliver, the king of LillipiiL nhvays 
prefixed to lii.s most Hanguiniiry dccrccu. If 
women nro better than men in anytliiiig, it surely 
is in iudividutil Belf-aacrificc for those <»f their 
own iainily. Hut I lay little slrcsa on tliis, so 
long as tliey arc uiiiversully taught that tlicy 
arc born and created for sclf-sacrificc. I believe 
Unit equality of rights would abate the exagge- 
rated aclf-abnegalion which is the present arti- 
ficial ide(d of feminino eliarnclor, and tliut a good 
woman would not bo more sclf-sacrincing than 
the best man i but on the otlicr Imiul, men 
M’ould ho imujli more unselfish and scslf-snerifioing 
than at prt’sent, hecauso they would no longer 
1)0 taught to worship tlieir own will as sucli a 
gra?id thing that it is actually the law for another 
rational being. Tliorc is nothing which nioi eo i 
easily loam ns this self- worship : all privileged* 
persons, and all privileged classes, liuvc Imd it. , 
Tlie more wo descend in the scale of humanity, • 
the intenser it is; and most of all in those wlio 
arc not, a\ul can never exj>cet to be, raised above ' 
any one except an unfortunate wife and cliihlrcn. 
Tlio honourable exceptions nro proportionally 
fewer than in the case of almost any other Im- 
man infirmity. Philosopliy and i*eligion, instead 
of keeping it in cheek, arc generally suborned to 
defend it; and nothing cmitrols it but that 




I)i'iictical fcding of the equality nf Immaii beings, 
which is Uic theory of Ohiistianity, hut -whicth 
Chrislianily M’iU never praetic^iiUy teach, wliilu 
it sanctions iiislitulioiis groniuhul on an arhili-ary 
preference of one liiinnm being oven' another. 

There are, no dotihi, women, as tliere arc 
men, wlioni Cf|iinlily of consideraticni Avill ]iot 
satisfy j with wlioiii then; is no peiieo while any 
wiU or wish is rcgmv\(?<l i)nt ihtnr own. Such 
jiorsons are a ])ro|>cr subject l’(»r the law of 
(livoree. M’hey are only fit to livtj alone, and 
no hnmaii heing.s ought to he eompf^lleil to nsso- 
cialc their UvcH with them, lint the legal .sub- 
ordination lends to nmUe sneh ebaraetin'S 
among women tnovo, TiUher than less, lin'ijiumt. 
j If tiic man cxevls his whole power, the M'onum 

! is of course eruslied: bnl if she is treated witli 

) 

indulgence, and permitted to ussumn jjowev, 
j there is no rule to set limits to her rnoroaeh" 
J ments. The law, not determining her riglits, Imt 
j thoovclically allowing her none at all, praetieally 
. declares that the mcasnre of what sho has a 
right to, is what she can cotiUive to get. 

I' The equality of mavvied persons before the 
^ law, is i\ot only the sole mode in which that 
■ ^,pavlicuhvv relation cun be made eonsisteni with 
justice to both sides, iu\d conducive to the 
happiness of both, but it is tbo only n\cans 
of rendering the daily life of mankind, in any 


liigli sense, a scliool of monil cuUivalioii. 'i'liougli 
llio ti'uOi may not bo bill or g(m{;nilly aoknow- 
Icdged for gouoratioiis to conio, tin; only fioliool 
of gonuiiK! moral NontinicnL la soci(!ty bolwcoii 
ctnuils. The moral ccluoalioii of nniiikinti 1ms 
Iiilhcrlo omuTiaU'd eliiclly from the law t)f (breo, 
jmd is adapted ahnoat solely to llio rolalion.s 
wliicii force eiuiatcs. In llio less advuneoil | 
slutoa of society, people Imrdly recognise any I 
relation with their equals. To be an equal is 
to be an ciiei7iy. Society, from its higlicsl }dace 
to its lowest, is one long chain, or rather ladder, 
wlieru ovciy individual is either above or lielow 
his ncavesl ucighhouv, and wherever ho does 
not conimaiid lie must obey, blxisting movalilie.s, 
aceuvdingly, arc mainly fitted U» a relation of 
comimind and oliodicnce. Yet comnmud and 
obediemsD arc but nnforlttnato ncecssilies of 
liunmn life : society in cijuaUty is its normal 
state. Already in modern life, and moro and 
mon^ as it progressively improves, oommimd 
and obedimico become (^xceplioiiul fuels in life, 
equal asaoeiation its gmicra! rule. The morality 
of the first ages rc.stcd on the oldigation to 
submit to i)owcr ; that of the ages next following, 
on tlic right Of the weak to Ihc rovbcarance and 
priitcction of tlu; strong. How much longer is’ 
one form of society and life to content itself with 
tliu morality made for another? We have Imd 


tlic morality of submission, and llio moi’nlity 
of cbivulry nnd gciicrosity ; Urn tiinc is now 
come for tlic morality of jusii(;(‘. Wlimiovcr, 
in former ages, any npi)rt)ncli Ims been nmdc 
to society ill equality, JusLico lias nssoi’Lcd its 
claims as tlic fouiidntiou of virtue. It was 
thus in the free republics of antiquity. ]bit 
even in llio beat of tlic.so, the equals were limited 
to tlic free male citi'/.cus; alavcs, women, nud 
the unenfranchised residents were under the 
law of foi*cc. TIic joint inllneium of Homan 
civilization and of ChrislianiLy obliterated tbeso 
di.slinctiona, and in theory (if only iiavLuilly in 
practice) declared tbo claiiiiH of the btiman 
being, ns snob, to bo paramount to llioRO of 
sox, class, or social position, 'i'lie barriers which 
bad begun to be levelled were roisod again by 
tbo northern con(|UC8lsj nud tbo whole of modorn 
Imtory consists of tlio slow process by winch 
tlicy have since boon ^s'caYing iway. ^Vc arc 
entering into m order of ibinga in wbicb justice 
will again be tbo primary virtue j grounded as 
before on eijual, but now also on Hym)iatUelic 
association ; having its root no longer in the 
instinct of equals for aoU-protcctiou, Imt in a 
cultivated sympathy bcLwccii lliom j and uo one 
being now left out, but an equal measure being 
' extended to all. It is no novelty that mankind 
do not distinctly foresee their own changes, 
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aud tliat tltoir scniimoiils ni’O ndnplcd lo pjiat, 
Tiot to coming agon. 'I’o aco tlio futurity of tlio 
spcnica lias always been llio privilege of tlic intcl- ' 
Icctual ^lilc, or of llioso who have learnt from 
tlmm; to have tlto ft^eliiigs of that futurity Ima 
1)0011 tile (lislinotifjii, and uauidly the martyrdom, ! 
of a still rarer elite. Institutions, books, edu- 
cation, soeioly, all go on Irniuiug huinnii- beings 
for the old, long nfli'r Ibo new }ms come ; mueb 
moro when it is only coming. Hut the true 
virtue of human beluga ia filuesa to live together 
aa ccjualaj claiming nothing for thcmscWca but 
wliat they as frc(dy c.ouccdo lo every one <dH(!; 
regarding eommand of any kind as an cxec])- 
tional necessity, and lu all eases a Icuipornry 
one } and prc'ferring, wbeuovcr jMissible, tlic 
society of tbosc nllh wlioin leading and fol- 
lowing can be nllrrnate and reciprocal. 'I’o 
tlicso virtues, nothing in life ns at present con- 
stituted gives cultivation by exercise. The 
family is a school of despotism, in which the 
virtues of dc.spolisin, luil also its vines, arc largely 
nourished. Ciiii’.cnship, in free countries, is partly 
a school of society i!\ equality ; but ftilixcnslup fills 
only a small place iu luodorii life, and does not 
come near the daily Imbit.s or iinnoat aciUimcnts. 
TIio family, justly constituted, would bo the real 
school of the virtues of freedom. It is sure to 
be a sulTlcient ono of everything else. It will 
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jilwnya be a 8cUo«l of obwlu:iicc fuv Uic fUiUlrcu, f 
of command ftn* the pavciils. AVliul in needed | 
is, Unit it bhuidd be ii .scluiol of sympalliy in 
equality, of living togcLlu r in lovtj, ^^iLi^out . 


puwcv oil Olio side or obedieneo on llu; oLlun*.^ 
This it ought U) bo betweeu tlio panailH. It 


would tlieu be an cxcreiso of tlioso vii Uies whiidi 
cftcli rct|«ire» to lit tbnm for uU otlu*r ussoeia- 
tion, and a model to the cbildreu of the feedings 
and conduct wliicli tlieir leinponiiy training by 
meansof obedieiicoisdeHigiind to render ImbiLuiil, 
and tliercforc imlurnl, to liiein. Tbo moral (rain-) 
ing of mankind will never be luhqded to the 
conditions of tbo life for wideb all olber Imnuiii 
progress is a prcpaniUon, until liny [iraeliiso in j 
the family the same moral rule nliicb is adapted 
to the normal conslituliou of human society. N 
Any sentiment of freedom wldeh ean esisf in 
a man nhose nearest and dearest intimaeles uro 
with those of whom he is ubsolulo nuiste.r, is 
not the gemiiiio or CludsLiun love of freedom, 
but, wbat Ibc love of freedom generally u'as 
in tbo ancients and iu tlio middle ages — an 
intense feeling of ibu dignity and importauec 
of his own personality j making him distluiu a 
yoke for himself, of which ho has no abhorrence 
whatever in the abstract, but wbieh be is abun- 
dantly ready to impose on others for Ids own 
interest or glorlficaliou. 
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T roatlily ntliniL (and it is fho very foiiiulntion 
of jny hf)p('s) tlmt Jiiimhors of iimvricd poojdo 
ovoii under llic present law, (in the hijjher elnsses 
of ,l']n;^Ifind probably a great uiajorlly,) lire iu 
tluj spirit of 11 just Iinv of Ofjnality. Tjsiwm never ' 
would bo iniprovtidj if there were not nume- 
rous pni’ftous whose moral senliinent.s art! Iictler • 
than tlie existing laws. Such ]>er.sons ouglit 
to .sujiport the jii’ineiplcH lierc advoealedj of 
wliieh till! only obj(;et is to make all otlier 
mnri ied eouplea similar to what these nro now. 
But ]i('r.sonH oven ol' eonsiderabhi moral worth, 
unless they are also lliiukm's, are vc'ry ready 
(o believe tlmt laws or prnetires, llie evils (»f 
wliieh lliey have not pcrsomilly experleneod, 
(In not produce any (U'ila, bat (if seeming to 
1)0 generally apjireved of) probably do gooil, 
and that it is wrong to object to them. It 
would, however, bn a great mistake in such 
iniiri'ied ])copl(’. to .suppose, bceausc (he legal con- 
ditions of the tie M'hieh mutes them do not occur 
to tlicir thonglils once in a la’clvcmoiilh, and bc- 
eaiisc tliey liv'c and feel in all rcsj)oe(H as if tlioy 
wcreh^gally {!(|uals, that llio sanio is iJiocaso M’ltli 
all other married couples, wherever the Imshaml is 
not a notorious rufTmii. 'I’o aiipposo this, would 
bo to show c(pml ignorance of luimnn uaturo and 
of fact. The less fit a man is for the possession 
of power — the less liltely to bo allowed to exorcise 
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it over Jrny person wiil\ that j«n'rtou’« voluntary 
conacul— the more does hv. Iiu^^ liiiuscU' iu the 
eonseionauesH of llic power tin; law {-ivea liitn, • 
exact its legal riglita U\ tlu^ utmost point which 
cnatoni (tho euslom of men like liimself) will 
tolenite, niid take pleiisui-e in using Die power, 
merely to (niliven tho iigreeul)le sense of possess- > 
ing it. AVliat is more ; iu Die most niiLurully | 
brulul and morally imediu^nted part of the lower ; 

‘ (;lasse.H, tlio legal slavery (if llie. wonmn, and some - 1 
tiling in the merely pliysieiil sulijeetioii to tlieir • 
will as aw inslrnment, (muses them to feel a • 
sort of disrespect ami conLemiit towards their 
own wife wliich they do not feel towards any ■ 
other woman, or any other human heing, with 
whom they como in contact; and wliieli nnikca | 
her seem to them an appropriate suhjeeL for any i 
kind of indignity. Let an aeute obfierver of tho ; 
signs of feeling, who lias tlie requisite opportimi- ' 
tics, judge for himself whether this is uol the ease : 
and if he /lads tluit it is, let him not wonder at 
any amount of disgust and indignalion tliat can 
ho fcH against inaUtutiona which load naUwally 
to tliis depraved state of tho linnian mind. 

. S. shall 1)0 told, pcrlmps, tliat roligiou im])OHoa 

Y the duty of ohcdicuoc ; as every csLahlished fact ■ 

'■ ' which is too had to admit of any otlicr dcfenco, 

P' ^ is always presented to ns as an injunction of 

",cl ■ roligbu. The Church, it is very true, enjoins it ' 

• 
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in licr forin\ilarios, ljut it would bo diHioulL to 
(lorivfi any sucli injnnnlion from Chrisliunity. 
Wc ar(5 told iluit -St. ran! said, “ WivoHj obey 
yonr linsbands:” but Ijo also Hnid, ''Slaves, obey ^ 
your It was not Si. Paur.H bi!.s)))(;s.s, 

nor Avas it eonsi.stent with hia object, the i)ropa- 
giition of Cliristianily, to incite nny one to rebel- 
lion against existing lawn. The at»osllo‘’a aecep- 
tiuiee of all Hocunl inHliLulions a« be found them, 
is no inoixi to be construLsl us u disapproval of 
attempts to improvo tlunn at the proper time, 
tliiin bis dechiralion, *' I'lic j)o\vcr8 lliat be arc 
orduiiuid of Ood,'" given his sanetion to mili- 
tary despotism, and l(* that alone, m the 
Clivistiiin form of political govermnenl, or com- 
mands passive obedience to it. 'I'o protend 
tliat (Christianity was inlcmled to .sicreo(y ))0 
existing forms of government and society, and 
protect Llicm against change, is to reduce it to 
tlic level of Isliimisin or »)f llralmiinism. It is 
preeisedy because Christianity has not done this, 
llial it has ])eeu tlie rtdigion of the progi’cssivc 
portion of manhind, and rslamism, llrahminism, 
&c., have been lliosj; of the atiilionnvy jmrtions ; 
or ratlici' (for there is no anch thing as a really 
stationary ao(dety) of the declining portions. 
There have been abnndancc of people, in all ages of 
Oln’istianity, avIio tried to make it something of llio 
same kind j to eonvci't ns into n sort of Christian 





Miissiilumns, M'ltli llie Jiihlo un' a Ivoi’aii, prolii- 
t\U im\m)vcmcut: uiul gvoat has hccu their 
power, and iiuiiiy havo Imti to sin‘rii'u:o ilicir lives 
in resisting lliem. Ihit llniy liiivo been rosusted, 
and. tiiG resislaiico lias innd{5 us wlmt we jire, and 
^YiU }’et make ns wIimI we are to Ijc. 

After whnt liaa l)e(!U snid n^specling tlui ob- 
ligation of obediejico, it Is almost siiperlliums to 
wiy anytliing couceruiiig Uk*. mere spianal jioiut 
included in Ibc goiiernl onu — a wouian’s rlglil 
to her (Mvii property j for J mu’d not lu)p(i Hint 
tins trertli.se eun make any impression iiptni tliose 
who need anytliing to eonvineo them Unit a 
yj womnids inbcritmicc or guins ought to ])o as 
much licr own atler marriago as holbi'o. 'l‘lin 
rule is suuplo : whatever would he the husUrtud'’K 
or wife’s if they wci’c not Jimrricd, Hbould bo 
uuder their exclusive coutnd during iiuirriagoj 
wliicli need not inlorforc with the po>vor to lie 
up projierty by soUlemcul, in order to preserve 
it foi‘ cldUlrcii. Some people arc aentinumtally 
shocked at the idea of a aepnralo intercHt in 
money mattci-a, as luconsistcut with the ideal 
fusion of two lives into one. Vor my own part, 
I I am one of the strongest supporters of eomiTinnity 
of goods, when resulting from an cnliro unity of 
feeling in the owucw, which makes all ilnngs 
common between them, Unt 1 liavo no j-oliab 
for a community of goods resting on tlio doc- 


87 


ti’iiin, that is mino is yours but wlmt is 

youix is notujino; ajul I should prorcr to dc- 
cliiKi cntci'inp: iulo Hiioli a coinpnct witli any 
one, tliouj^h I wi'.w. myself llus pci*Hon to profit / 
by it. 

'I'his parlifiulav iiijimtico and oppression to 
■\romcn, which is, to common nppvoluMi.sious, morn 
ol)vious llian all llio rest, ndinils of vomedy 
wilhoui iiUcrfcring with any other mischiefs : and 
there can he little doulit that it will he ono of 
llio oarlif.’st rcinoflied. Already, in jnuuy of tlic 
new and Bevm'ul of the old Slulcs of the Amo- 
rieaii Coidederullon, provisions have been in- 
sorted oven in thcMvritten ConsUlulioiiH, seeuring 
to women etpialily of viglils in this n^spc'ct: and 
tlion'.hy improving inaloriully th(5 position, in 
the miirriugc rchilion, of thoso women at least 
wlio have property, by leaving tlnnn ono instru- 
ment of power wliicli they liavo not signed 
away ; and jircventing jdso the Hcnndalous abuse 
of tin; mori'iage iiistilntlon, which is perpetrated 
when a man entraps a girl into marrying him 
without a setlhnnent, for the sole purpose of 
getting possession of. her money. When the 
support of the himily depends, not on i)ropcrty, < 
but on oarnings, tlic common uvrangement, by 
which the man earns the income and the wife 
superintends the domestic expeudituvo, seems to 
me in general tlio most suitable division of 


s.Ubouv bGuvccu Uic two \icvhouh. 1 1, u\ (uiiUijon 
.j to tlio j)}iyaiL*») Hufluiing of hcaiiii^ cliihh’cu, 

il and tlio wliolc ivsponHiIjiiily of llicii- ami and 

education in wivly youra, the wife uiuU'.i'tiikc'i ' 
tho ciivcfnl and ccoMoiuuad appVicaliou of llio 
Imsbaiid^ft oariiiii^.s to tlu; gnicnil (amildrt of the 
family; aim lukoH uuC only Imr fiuv uliuvcj but 
uauuUy Ibu birgrr .sbnro, of lln; boilily uml inc.nlal 
oxortiuu rcquiml by their joint iixiNtnnco. If 
she lUidorlaki-M uuy uddflional portion, it seldom 
roHoYos Inn* from this, l)ut only pvovonls iier 
from performing it properly, TIk! eare wliieli 
alic is horaclf disabled from lukiii{^' of tin; eliil- 
dren and the UouhcIioUI, nobody else lalccs ; 
tlioso of Ibo eliildvcn who do not dit;, y;row np 
aa they best can, and tlie nnump;omi!iit of tlic 
housobold is likely to be ho bad, as even \\\ point 
of economy to bo a great tlrawba(;k fj'oin tlio 
value of the \vif(;*s earnings. In an otherwise 
ju 9 t state of tilings, it is not, tberefore, I. think, 
a desirable eiwlom, that tho ndfo Khould con- 
tribute by her labour to the income of tlio family. 
^ In an unjust slate of Llungs, her doing ko may 
be useful to her, by making ber of jnoru value 
ill tho eyes of llio man who is legally lior master; 
but, on tlic other linud, it enables liim still farther 
to abuse his i>owcr, by forcing her to xvork, and 
leaving the support of tlio family to her exer- 
tion?, he spends most of his time in drink- 
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ing niul idknicss. The puioGT of ourning is cssnn- 
liftl lo the iligiiily of a woman, if she 1ms not 
iiulcpmulonL ])rop(n’Ly. lUit if nuuTiago wen; an 
equal contiaet, not implying llu; obligation of 
obcdieuco ; if tlie connexion were no longer en- 
forced lo tlie oiJprcHSiiou of tlioHo Lu wliom it is 
purely a iniscliief, but u separation, on just 
terms (I do not now speak of a divorce), <;ould 
1)C obtained Ijy any woman wbo was morally 
entitled to it; and if she would then find all 
lionourable cmploynionls ns freely open lo her as 
to men j it Avonld not bo necessary for licr pro- 
tection, Lliut during nnuriage slie slionld make 
this pavliculuv use of lun* fiumUics. Tjilu? a nnm ; 
when he cliooses a pvtifession, so, when a woman 
marries, it moy in general 1 m 5 utulersloiKl that 
she nnikcK clmleo of the nmmigcment of a lionscs I 
hold, and the bringing up of a family, as the | 
first call upon her exertions, during ns many | 
years of licr life as may be rcipurcd for tlic pur- | 
pose j and that she renounces, not uU other oh- j 
jeels and o<jeupation.s, but all which arc not | 
consistent with tiie I’eqnin’menls of this. Tlio ' 
actual exercise, iu a habitual or systematic 
manner, ol' outdoor occnpalioii.s, or such as 
cannot bo carried on at home, would by this 
principle l)o praetic:ally interdicted to the greater 
number of married women, lint ilio utmost 
latitude ought to exist for the adaptation of 


gencvnl rnlcs to imliviiluiii ; snitl Uip.rc 

ought to ho nothing In pruvout fiUuiUio.s (^xcop- 
tioiinlly fldn])te(l to iiny ollu'i' ptu’.suit, froju 
alloying tlioii’ vooullou uotwithstumling luar- 
mgc: duo proviahm lining nmilo ior aupjdying 
othonvinc any iiilling-.sluirL which might hccoino 
inov’itahJc, in licr full pm ronuiiuco ol' the ordimiry 
funolions of mlntrcHs of a fiimily. 'I.’hcsc! tliiiign, 
if oucc opinion wen* viglilly divi'nlnti on tin* 
subgurt, niiglil with perfect sitfcty ho left to ho 
njgnhilcd hy opinioii, uilliout any interfcrunco 
of law. 
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CIIAPTMll TIT. 

/ \N tlio other ■\vhioIi ia involved in tliu 
just equuliLy ol’ women, their mhiiissibilily 
to all the functions and oeenpations liillicrto 
retaiiu'd as the monopoly of the stronger sox, 

I sliouhl anticipiitn no dillumlty in convincing 
any one wluj has goiu? with me on llio subject ol' 
the (Sjunlity of ■women In tlie family. 1 believe 
that tlicir disiibiUtics elsewhere are o)ily dung to 
In order to maintain tlicir subordination in do- 
nicstie lifoj because the. goncnility of the male 
sex cannot yet tolevato the idea of living with 
an equal. "Were it not for that, I tliink tbat 
almost every one, in the existing slate of opinion 
in politic.H and poliLiciil economy, would admit 
the injustice of excluding half tlie human race 
ti'oiu the greater luuuher of lucrative oecupatumH, • 
and from almost all liigli social fnnetious ; or- 
daining from their hirth either that they arc not, 
and cannot by any po.sail)iIily become, lit for 
employments ■which arc legally open to the 
stnpiilcBt and basest of the other acx, or else that 
liowcvcr lit tlicy may be, tliosc employments shall 


he lutci’diclcd to tUetU; iii oi'iler to he pvc.s(‘vvcd 
for the cxcliwivp. benefit of undos. Ju the lt\st 
two oonturics, wlujii (wliicli was Hcl(h)m Llui cia.sc) 
any reason ljeyf)U(l the jiiei’c exisU'iice of llu^ fiuit 
was thon^'ht lo bcrequiivil to jusliCy llu; disalnli. 
tics of M'ejmcn, ^icople .strlilom fissioned us u I’cji.son 
their inferior luciiial eu\»ueity ; wldchj in liiucs 
^Y!\eu thcro whh a wul Iriul of iu'v.soual fneullioH 
(from wldich ul\ women were ind excluded) in the 
.strngfflesof jmhlie life, Jio one really l)flieved in. 
The I’cason in lliose. days wa.s not woincids 

nnlilness, hut the iiit<*rest cd’ society, by whielt was 
meant the interest of men : just as Lin: ruhon d\U(U, 
u\ca\nug the eonveuUnice of the goverunnmt, and 
\thc supiiovl t)f existing unlliorily, was dc'eined a 
sufficient cxplnnalion ande.\euse for tin: most Dugi- 
tions crimes. Tn tlie pre.scnt day, laovei; liolds 
u smoother language, and wlionisoevei' it oppj’cHse.s, 
always pretends lo do so for tlanv own good j 
accordingly, when unylUiug is Ibvbiddeu lowojncu, 

: it \8 thonglit necessary to say, and di'sirable to 
behove, that lliey arc incatmhlu of doing it, and 
tliat they depart from llieir real path ol‘ sueecss 
and liapinness when they aspire to it. lint to 
make thi.s imsou plausible (I do not say valid), 
tliosc by whom It is urged munt he pvcpiired to 
carry it to n much gruatov length lluin any one 
ventnresj to do in the face of present experience. 
It is not suflicient to maintaiu tliat wuinoii on 
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l]ic avcviigo lire less gifted llmii incu on the 
nveragfij with eertiiin of llio liiglior iiicntal 
faculties^ or that a sinalhjr nuinbcr of women 
tluiu of men are fit for opciipalions and fuiioLions 
of llie higlmst inlollentmd ohuraclcr. Tt is 
lu’ccssarj' to niainiaiu that no women at all arc 
fit for tliem, and that U»o most eininont women 
arc inferior iu mental faeullies to the most 
mediocre of the men on whom llioso funetions 
at pn:st;iit (h'vulve. For if the performanec of tlie 
fniu'.Lion is d{!(:i(led either by cojnpotition/)r ])y any 
mode of ehoicc wliieli sceuros regard to thepublie 
iutcr(\stj Lbevo needs bci no aj)prob<maion lliat any 
iinpovtaut employments will fall into the hands of 
women iulerior to average m(;n, or to the average 
of their male com])otitors. The only result M’onld 
he that there would Iju fewer women tium men 
in such employments; a result certain to Imppon 
in any casc^ if only from the preference always 
likely to he fell hy the majority of women for tlic 
one vcjeation in which tlierc is nobody to compete 
with tlicm. Now, the most determined dopre- 
ciator of women will not venture to deny, that 
when w(j add the experience of recent times to 
that of ages past, women, and not a fo\v merely, 
but many women, have proved therasolves capable 
of everything, porlmps without a single excep- 
tion, whicli is done by men, and of doing it suc- 
cessfully and creditably. 'The utmost Hint cun be 




said la, that there are many tliiiifta whieh none of 
them ],avo sneeceded in doing as ivoll as tliev 
have been done hy aome men-nniny in which 
they have net reaei.ed tlm. very highest rank, 
J!ut there are extremely few, dependent „„ly on 
mental faenltica, in whieli they have not attained 
the rank next to tlie highest. Is not tliia (mo,,,,], 
and mneh more than enongl,, to make it a 
tyrannyto them, and a detriment to .soeicty, tliat 
they should not be allowed to eoni|,ol,! witli men 
for tlie oxcreisc of these fnnotions ? Is it not a 
more trmam to say, that .sneh functions are often 

fi led hy men far less tit for them tlmn nnmhors 

of women, and who would be beaten hy women 
m any fair field of compotition ? What dill'ereneo 

employed ahont other thing.,, who maybe 
W hotter quahlled for the thing, in ,jne.,tion 
Urn, the., 0 women? Does not this take place 
m all eompetitmns? I, tlmro so groat a m’pe... 
fluity of men ht for high duties, that society can 

person? Are wo so eertain of always finding a 
man made to oiu. hands for any duty or function 

lose 1 ori ^'aeant, that we 

foso nothing by ^ 

fo ultms avmlable, however distil, gnisl.ed they 
“V tof And even if wo eonld do without 



thorn, wnuhl it ho consi.sloiil; willi jusli<?olo riifnso 
tothoin thoir Aiii’ sluiro of liojioinMiiuldi.slihcjtion, 
or to. deny lo tliem tlio ef|uul niorjil riglit of dl 
Imnvau hoiui^s lo cUooho Uioir oceupiitioii (short 
of injury to olluirs) m'oordiiif; lo thoir own 
preferences, ufc tlieir own risk? Nor is the in- 
juslieo (lonlined lo them ; it is shared hy llu>sc 
who live in a {josilijm lo heiudil hy thinr «(U‘viceH. 
To ordain Unit any kind of persouH almll not be 
phy.sieiauH, or wlnill not he advocat(*.s, or hIirII nut 
1)0 meinhers of luuliaiiient, ia to injure not them 
only, hut all whoeinploy phymeiaiiH or ndvoeides, 
or eleet nienihev.s of tiarliiuncnl, and who arc 
deprived of the slininlatint; cHeet of {greater coin- 
petilioii on the exei'lhniH of the eompelilovH, na 
well UH i'(;.slrieLed to a narrower range of indi- 
vidual choiec. 

It will perhupH ho Hufflciimt if I confino 
inysolf, ill the details of iny argument, to func- 
tions of a puhlie nature: aince, if 1 am successful 
ua to those, it pi'oliahly will ho readily granted * 
that women .should he admissible to all oilier 
oecupiitioiiH towliii^li it is at all material whether 
they arc adniillcd or not. And hero let mo 
begin hy marking out one fnnclion, broadly dis- 
tinguished from all others, their right to whiclii.a 
entirely iiulppendeiit of any qncstiou which can 
ho raised coneernliig tlicir faeullics. t mean the 
sufl'rago, both parliamouliu’y and rauiucixial. Tlio 



I’iglit to sliavo in liic oiinieo of liiosn wiio nro to 
exercise a public trust, in iiUogcUluu' a distinct 
tiling from that of coinpcliiig for tlio trust iisolf. 
If no one could vote for ii nii'inlK'r of parliiimcnt 
who was not fit to bo a candidate, the govern- 
meut would be a narrow oligandiy indeed. To 
liave a voice in cliooning tliose iiy whom one. is 
to be governed, is a means of seir-[)roi('clion due 
to every one, lliough bo were (o remain for ovei 
excluded from the fiinetion of governing ; and 
tliat women arc considered fit to Inive siieli 
a cboieo, may be presumed from Ibe fuel, Dial 
the law already giviis it to women in tin 
most important of all cases lo tlicmsidvcs : foi 
the cboieo of the man xvho is lo govern r 
woman to the cud of life, is always supposw 
to be voluntarily made liy herself. Tn the cas( 
of election lo \mUUc trusts, it is the busiucai 
of eonslitulioiiul law to surround the riglit o 
suffrage with all needful sr.envities and limita 
tions; but whatever Hccurllioa arc sulTiciout ii 
the ease of the male sex, no others need b 
reipurcd in Ibe ease of women. Under wiiatcvc 
conditions, and nilhin xvliatever limils, men av 
admitted lo the suffrage, tliero is not a .shadow c 
justification for not admitting women under tli 
same. The majority of tho women of any edaf 
arc not likely to dilfcr in political opinion fro? 
the majority of the men of tlic same class, uiilcs 
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the qiioHtioii 1)0 one in wliicli the inloi'csts of 
women, 118 such, are in aoino way involved; and if 
they avo «o, wtjmcn rcciuiro the suflrnge, na their 
guarantee of just and equal cuiisidcratiou. 'Dus 
ought to be obvious oven to llioac who coinciclo 
in no oilier o/' the ducti’ines ibr wliich 3 contoiid. 
ICvcn if every woman were a wife, and if every 
wife ought to bo a slave, all the more would 
these ahivijs stand in need of legal protection : and 
wo know what legal protection tlio slavos liavo, 
where the hnvs arc made by tlicir masters. 

With regard to tlio fitneRS of women, not only 
to partieipato in clecdions, but themselves to 
lioUl ofllces or \)vuelisc professions involving 
important public respouHiinUties ; I have already 
observed that tliis eonaiilcralion is not essential 
to the pvaetical question in dispute : since any 
woman, who succeeds in an opon profession, 
proves by Lluit very fact that slio is qualified for 
it. And in tlio ease of public olllccs, if Iho political 
system of tho country is sucli as to exclude 
unfit men, it will equally exclude unfit women : 
while if it is not, there is no additional evil in tho 
fact that tho iinfit persons whom it admits may 
ho either women or moii. As long therefore as 
it is acknowledged that evon a few women may 
ho fit for Lheso duties, the laws which shut the 
door on thoso exceptions cannot be justified by 
any opinion wliich can bo hold respecting tlio 

n 
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capacities of woinoii in general. JhU, tlioiigli tins 
last considorntion is not c9H(n\iialj it is far from 
liciug m-clcvftut. All impivjiuliccd view of it 
gives additional strcngtli to the arguments against 
tlic disnliilitics of women, and rcnnforiurs thorn hy 
high considerations of in-actioal utility. 

jjct ns at first make entire, ulistvaetion of all 
pfiycliologlcal conaidcralionH Lending to show, that 
any of the mentnl difiorence.s siip|K).s(‘il to exist 
Ijctween women uud men are but tlui natuial 
ciFcct of the dincrcnccs in their ednealion and 
circumstances, and iudiealo no radical dill’erenec, 
far less radical inferiority, of nature. IjcL ns 
consider women only as they already ai'(5, or as 
they aro known to have been ; and tin* capa(;itics 
which they have already practieiilly shown. 
■VVhnt they have done, that at least, if nothing 
else, it is proved that they can do. When wo 
consider hoiv sedulously tlioy are all trained aivny 
from, instead of being trained towardvS, any of 
the oceii|)alion3 or objects reserved for men, it is 
evident that I am taking a very limublc ground 
for them, when I rest thoir case on what they 
liavo nctimlly achieved. For, in this case, negative 
evidence is worth little, while any positive ovi- 
dcttco is conclusive. It cannot be infevved to be. 
impoasiblo that a woman should be a Ilomor, or 
an Aristotle, or a Michaol Angelo, or a Beet- 
hoven, because no woman has yet actually jn’o- 


diipfid works oompariiljlo to tlicira in my of tliosc 
linos of oxcdloiioc. This iiof^nlivo fad nt most 
leaves tlio qnostioii nncortniii, and opoii to 
psychologlonl dlaousHion. lint it is quite ooitaiu 
tlmt a -woinjiii can Im a auccii illimbctlij or a 
Boljorah, or a Joan of Aro, since this is not 
iiiforcmoo, but fiiot. Now it is a curious consi- 
deration,. that tlio only thin^-s wJiich tlic 
law ox(!lu(lcs woimui from doing, nro the tilings 
which Llu'y have proved tlmt they arc able to do. 
Tlicre ia no hiw to prevent a woman from having 
ivritten all the plays ol kiluiltsponro, or connpoaed 
all the operas of Mozart. Jbit Uncon lOlizabcUi 
or Uuceu Victoria, hud they not inlierited the 
throne, conid not have boon inlrualcd willi the 
smallest of tho jioliticul duties, of whicli tlm 
formor showed herself equal to tho grcatCHt. 

If anything conclusive could bo inferred from 
o.xperieuce, ndthout jiaychological analysis, it 
would be tlmt tho things which women arc not 
allowed to do are the very ones for which they 
arc peculiarly qualified j since their vocation for 
govormnont Ima made its way, and become con- 
spienoua, tlirongli tho very fow opportunities 
whioh Imvo been given ; wliilo in the lines of 
di.stinction which apparently wore freely open to 
them, they have l)y no means so cminonily dis- 
tinguished themselves. Wo know liow small a 
number of reigning queens history presents, in 

H 2 



compnrlson with that of kings, (^f tins sitmllcr 
number a fur larger ijroporLiou liiivo sliowii 
taknls for rule; Uumgh iniiny of liieni have 
occupied the lliroiic in ilillicult periods. It is 
remarkable, too, that they have, in n great 
number of mslaiicea, been distingnislied by merits 
tlio most opposite to iho imaginary and conven- 
tioiml churacter of women : they Imve Ixuni as 
nuich I'cmarked for tin; lirnnnsss and vigour of 
tliuir rule, as for its intenigciw'O. When, to 
queens and cmprejisca, avc add j’egeiils, and vice- 
roys of proviiiec.s, the list of wonuui Avho have 
been eminent rulcm of mankind swcdls to a groat 
Iciigtln* This fact is so uiidcnialile, Unit some 
one, long ago, tried to vctoi’t the iirgunumt, am! 
turned the admitted trutli into an additional 
insult, by saying that qiieens arc bettor tluiu 

V * E8|iccm)ly ia IhiH li-iio if wq inko Into cniiHiilcrutlnn Anlit 
M well Aft Khi-ojw. If A llimlnt) prluoiimliiy iH Hlionjrly, vij^i. 
luntly, And oconotnicAliy govcrnoil i il ordor ia i>rcHOvvii(l witlioul 
ojiproealoii ; ifoiiltivnUon its oxtoiiding, nuc) Oio pcnido aiviHpoi'Oiia, 
ill tiiroo CAftoe auI of four lliftl iirliiciimlily in uiuloi' a wuuuin'a 
vide. Tide faol, to mo an oiUivoly luioxiiocfeii ono, J Imvo col- 
locU'd from a long offtoiAl knowloilgo of llimlun RDVDinuiunls. 
There AromAiiysiioli inalAugoa : forjliongli, by iliiidooiimliluliriiiH, 
a woman oAnnol roign.iiliois thologal rogonl of a kiiigilnin during 
tho minority of the lioir ; And iniiiorilloH nro fvoqucnl, llio Uvok of 
tlio Rinlo nilorft being ao oflon incinnlnroly toriiiiiiulcd llivongh 
tho cftoct of inactivity and ecimunl oxcobscb. Wlion wo coiiHiilov 
tiint UiCB«> princuftsoa have novor boon «oou in public, Imvo iiovor 
convorecd with any man not of their own family oxeopt from be- 
hind A ourlain, that they do not rood, and if they did, llicro it) no 
book in tboir languAgca which enn givo thorn tho siimlloBt in- 
etruotion on politionl nftsira ; tlio oxnnipio ihoy nfl'm-d of tho im- 
lurol onpaoily of women for govovnmont is very aliiking. 
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kin{;a, bcciuisc und(’V Icingw women govoriij but , 
under iiuecuH, nuui. 

It may seem n waste of reusonuig to argue 
against a bad joke j but such things do allcet 
people’s minds ] and [ liave iieui'd men riuolo this 
saying, wltli an air as if tliey thought that llicvc 
was Koinelliing in it. At any r/ito, it U'ill servo 
as well as anytliing else hn* a starting point in 
(liHCUHsion. I say, thou, that it ia not true that 
imd(n’ king.H, women govern. Sueh eases are 
entirely exeeplioiial : and weak kings have quite 
as often governed ill through the iidlucncc of 
male favourites, as of fmiudc. When a king 
Is governed by a woman merely llirough Ins 
amatory propensities, good government is not , 
jirobable, llumgli (‘vou tlieu there arc c.'cc<q>tions. 
But ['’reneh liistory eounls two kings who have 
voluntarily given llio direction of nnhirs during 
many years, the one to his mother, tho other to 
his sister: one of them, Charles VIII., was a 
mere boy, but in doing so he followed tho inten- 
tions of his father Louis XL, tbo ablest monarch 
of his age. 'flic other, Saint Louis, was the 
best, and one of tho most vigorous rulci's, since 
the time of CharloVnagnc. Both these princesses 
ruled in a manner hardly equalled by any 
prince among tlicir cotcmjiororics. The emperor 
Charles tho J'^iftli, tho most |>olilic prince of his 
time, wlio Imd as great a number of able men in 




liisscvvicotwamlo.vcvci* luid, and was one of tlio 
Iciist likely of all sovereigns to HiierifiiJO liia inlercst 
to personal feelings, made two pi-ineeasea of liis 
family successively (iovenmors of llie N«:llierlau(ls, 
and kept one or other of them in tlial post during 
Ilia whole life, (they were afterwards siuieecdcd 
by a tliird). llolh ruled very siicccasfully, and 
one of them, Margaret of Austria, was one of 
tlic ablest t»oliti(dans of tlio age. So inneh for 
one side of the rjuostion. Now as to the other. 
Wlien It is said that under queens men govern, 
is the same meaning to he understood as when 
kings arc said to be governed by women? Ts it 
meant that queens clioose ns their instruments 
of government, the associates of their personal 
pleasures? The case is rare oven with those 
who am ns unscrupulous on the latter point as 
Catlicrinc Jl. : and it is not in tlicso cases that 
the good government, alleged to nriao from male 
innucnce, is to be fonml. If it be true, then, tliat 
the adiriiiiistratiou is in the hands of bettor men 
under a queen than under an average king, it 
n\ust be that queens have a superior capacity 
for choosing them; and women must lie bettor 
(jualihcd than men both for the position of sove- 
reign, and for that of chief ininiator ; for tlio 
principal business of a primo minister is not to 
govern in pci'son, but to find tho fittest persons 
t£> conduct every department of public atfairs. 
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TIic more riipid into clianioUtr, wliicli 

is ono of Uu5 ivdmiLUul points of supovjorily 
in woinon ovci' men, inust (•(u’tainly make them; 
M'itJi iinydiint;' like. \)tLi‘Uy of qualifications in 
oLlicr respects, more apt Ihau men in that <;iioice 
of instruments, •\vluch ia nearly the mo.sL im- 
[jorlant )/iiNi?K;.ss of oveiy one wlio has to do 
guverniny mankind. Kven the unprincipled 
Ciillioi-ine do' Mcidiel could fetd the value of a 
Cij.'inccllor do IMIdpital. .lint it is also true 
that most great (pieens Imvo been great by their 
own laleiiLs for government, and have hcou 
well served in'ccu.scly for that reason, 'l.'hcy 
retained the HUpreme dircetiou of afluirs in their 
invu luinds ; ami if tiusy lisUnjcd to good advisers, 
they gave by that fact th(» strongest |»roof tliat 
their judgment litted them for dealing willi tlic 
great questions of govoriimcnt. 

Is it Hiasonablo to think that those who are 
(it for the greater fuueliojis of iwUlies, arc in- 
capable of qualifying tljomsclvcs for tho less? 
Is Llicre any reason in the nature of things, that 
the wives and sisters of princes should, wliencver 
called on, he found as competent ns the princes 
themselves to l/icir business, but that tho wives 
and sialers of statesmen, ami administrators, and 
dircclor.s of comjmnics, and manngew of public 
instiUiUouH, should bo unable to do what is done 
by their brutlicva and husbands? Tlio real 



reason is plain ciiouglij it is tliat princesses^ 
being more raised above ilic generality of men 
by tbeir rank than jiliiecd lielow tiicni by their 
sex, have never liccn langlit iliat it was improper 
for tliom to concern themselves M’ilh [lolUics; 
but Invvo been allowed to feel the Uhevul interest 
natural to any cultivated limniiu beiifg, in the 
great transactions wliicli took place urouiul themj 
and in which they might be culled on to talco n 
part. The ladies of reigning families arc the 
only women who arc allowial tho same rungo oi 
interests and freedom of development as men 
and it is precisely in their case that there ia noi 
found to lie any inferiority. JCxaetly wIu.to auc 
in jiroportiou as womon‘'s capacities for govcrii' 
mont have been tried, in that proportion hav( 
they been found adequate. 

This fact ia in uceordanen with tho bos 
goncrid conclusions wliich the world's imporfec 
experience seems as yet to suggest, concevniui 
tho iiccnliar tendencies and aptitudes charac 
toristic of women, as women have hitherto been 
I do not say, as they will contimio to boj for, a 
I have already said more than once, T considc 
it presumption in any one to protend to decid 
wbnt women arc or are not, can or cannot be, b 
natural constitution. T’lvcyhavo always luthert 
been kept, as far as regards spontaneous dovcloi 
wont, in so unnatural a state, that their natiir 
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cannot hut luivc been grofitly difitorU^d and dis- 
guised j iind no ono can sardy pvoiiounco that if 
■^volncn^s inituro wove lel't to elioosc ils direction ns 
freely as men's, and if no nrtifiuial bent were nt- 
tcm{)tcd to be given to it except lliat required by 
tlio conditions of liuinan sooiiUy, and given to Imtb 
sexes aliltCj there wonld be any nmtcrial difle- 
rcncc, or perhaps any dilVeroneo at all, in the 
cliaraeter and. capaciiica winch wonld mifoltl 
tbcinselvoa. J shall presently show, that oven 
the least contestable of the dillcrcnccs which 
now exist, are such as may very well have bcou 
prodiicetl merely by civeumstanees, wilho\Jl any ' 
dillei’enco of natural capacity, lint, looking at 
women as they are kiunvu in experience, it may 
be said of tluuri, with more truth tluui belmigs 
to most Ollier gonoralixations on the subject, that i U 
tho general bent of their talents is towards the i 
2)i'actienb Tlii.s stalcmont is con/bnnablo to all 
tlio public history of women, in the present and 
the past. It is no less borne out by common 
and daily cxpericnco. Let ns consider tho 
special naluro of tho mental capacities most 
characteristic of a woman of talent. They are 
all of a kind which fits them for practice, and 
makes them tend towards it. Wliat is meant 
by a woman's capacity of intuitive pcrcoi)tion ? 
it means, a rapid and correct insight into ])rcsont | 
fact. It Ims nothing to do with gouoral prin- 


ciplcs. Nobody ever perceived a .scientific law 
of nature by iiitiiilion, nor arrived at a general 
rule of duty or prudence by it. Tlie.so arc 
results of slow and careful collection and com- 
pnri.soii of cxpcrieiieo ; and neither the men nor 
the woincii of intuition n.sually shiiio in tliis de- 
partment, unless, indeed, the expevieneo necessary 
is siudi ns they can ncqnirc; by themselves. Foi 
wlmt is called their intnilive sagacity niakcj 
tlicm peculiarly apt in gathering sneh general 
truths as can bo collected from their individual 
means of obsorvuliou. Wlien, (jonscipiently, they 
chance to bo as well provided as nuui arc will 
the results of other people's experience, bj 
reading and education, {t use the word chanot 
advisedly, for, in respect to thn kmnvlcdgo tlia 
tends to fit them for ilio greater coueeriiH o 
life, the only educated women are tho self 
educated) they are ))Cltor furnished than nioj 
in general U’ith the essential rctpiisitcs of .skilfu 
and successful practice. Mon wlio have bcci 
mucJi taught, arc apt to ho deficient in tin 
souse of preseui fact) they do not sec, in tlr 
facts which they arc called upon to deal with 
what is really there, but what they have beci 
taught to expect. This is seldom tho case will 
women of any ability. Tlioir capacity of “ in 

i tuition'-’ preserves thorn from it. With c(iualit 
of exporieucc and of gcucral faculties, a woma 
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usually ROCH imu;li moro Ilian u man of wlnit i 
is iinincdiaLrly Iicforc liuu. Now lliis Mcnsibilily 
to tlic jU’u.sLuit; is llio niain qnnJity on wliioli Oio 
caimcily for jiratdicOj iih (ImliiifruiHliud from tlicovy, 
depends. To (liHcovcr gonond i)riuei|»lc3, ludon^^R 
to tiiu spceulutivo fueulty : to (liKtun'ii and dis- 
criiniimto iho puvticuliu' {m8C.s iii wliich tluiy arc 
and uru not aiipliindile, (’onHlilntCH pmelical iaiont ; 
and lor tins, women uh tliny now arcs have a 
peculiar aptitiido. I admit tlint tlioro can ho 
no g<jod pni{:ti (!0 without principles, and that 
the prodomimint iducc winch qiiickneaa of obser- 
vation hoIdH ninonfj u wonnuda fiuuillica, makes 
]»or pai’tieidnrly apt to biiihl overdia-sly ^enc- 
ndi/.iitiouM upon her own olwcrvulion ; tlunij^h at 
tho saino time no h’ss ready in rcidifying lliose 
generalizations, as her observation lakes a n’ider 
range. Jhit the corrective to this dclcot, is access 
to tho experience of tho linman race } general 
knowledge — oxiudly tho thing ■which odneation 
can best supply. A ivonmn’s mistake.^ are spo-?; 
ciUeally tho.so of a clever sclf-cduciilcd man, wliov 
often secs wluU men trained in routine do not , 
SCO, but fulls into eri'ors for ■want of knowing ' 
tilings wbicli have long boon known. Of course 
he has acquired much of tho pre-existing know- 
ledge, or ho could not have got on at all j bub 
irhat ho know.s of it lio Jias picked up in frag-, 
meats and at random, us womou do. 
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Bwt this gravitation of womcu^a nunds to 
tlic present, to llic real, to actual fact, Avliilc 
in its exclusiveness it is a sonreo of errors, is 
also a most useful counteractive of tlic eontrary 
error. The principal and most (’.luu’ucte.rlstic 
aliorration of Rpeculiitive minds as sueli, consists 
precisely in the defieiemey of this lively per- 
cepljon and ever-present sense ()f ol)ieclivc fact 
l‘’or want of tliis, they often not only ovorlooli 
the contradiction which ontwarcl facts oppos( 
to their theories, but Jose sight of the Icgitl 
male purpose of speculation alLogetlun', and Ic 
their speculative faculties go astray into region: 
not peopled witli real beings, animate or inani 
mute, even idealized, but ndlli pei'sonifuid slmdow 
created by the illusions of metaphysics or by tlv 
mere entanglement of words, and think tlics 
shadow's the pro])cr olyccts of tlic highest, the mos 
transcendant, philosophy. Hardly anything ca: 
be of greater value to a man of theory an 
speculation who onploys himself not in col 
Iccting materials of knowledge by observatior 
but in working them up by processes of thongV 
into comprehensive trutlis of science and laws ( 
conduct, tlinu to carry on his speculations in tli 
companionship, and under the criticism, of a real! 
superior woman. There is notl\iTig comparabi 
to it for keeping his thoughts within tho lirai 
of real things, and tho actual facts of nntur 
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A woman Holdom rims wild aflcv an abstmcLion. 
Tlic Jiabitiuii direction of her inimt to dealing 
with iliiiigs as individuals rather tliim in groujia, 
and (wluit is iiloscly conncclcd witli it) her more 
lively inlorcst in the jii’csciit fcelciigh of persons, 
which makes her eouaider firat of all, in anytliiiig 
which claims to he npjdicd to prueticc, in what 
inannor pei-sons will ))e nflected liy it — tlicsc two 
things make her cxlrcmoly indikoly to put faith 
in any speculation Avhieh loses sight of individuiils, 
and deals willi things as if they existed for t)io 
benefit of some imaginary entity, some more 
creation of tlic mind, not rcsolvaldc into tlio 
feelings of living beings. 'Women's tlioughts 
arc thus as nscful in giving reality to those of 
tliinking men, as ineu-’s thouglils in giving width 
and largeiiOHS to those of women. In dcjitli, as 
distinguished from breadth, I greatly doubt if 
even now, women, coinpai-cd witli mon, are at 
any disadvantage. 

If tho existing mental eharaclovistics of women 
are thus valnable even in aid of Npcculalioii, llicy 
are still more important, when speculation lias 
done its work, for carrying out tho I'csnlls of 
speculation ijiio praclieo. l*’or the reasons already 
given, women are comparatively unlikely to fall 
into the common error of mon, that of sticking 
to their rules in a case whoso speoinUlics cither 
take it out of tlio class to wdiicli tlio rules are 



fippUcnble, or rcquiro a special adajUatiou of 
tlicm. liCt iiH now coiiaulcr anoLlicr of Uic 
! admitted aiipcrioritics of clovcjr women, grcaler 
• quickness of uppi'olKtiisioii. Is not tin’s pre- 

eminently a quality uliicb fits a person for 
praetiec'i' In action, everything coiiliuually 
depends upon deciding proin|)tly. In specada- 
tion, nothing does. A mere tliinker can wait, 
can take lime to consider, can collcet additional 
evidence; lie is not obliged to (:oni))lete bis 
phih)sopliy at onee, lest the opportunity sliuuld 
go by. Tbo power of drawing the best con- 
clusion possible from insuflieiimt diitji, is not 
indeed nscicss in pliilosopliy ; the cunslvuetion 
of a provisional hypotlicsis consistent with all 
known facts is often the needful basis for further 
inqnivy. lint ibis faculty is rrillier serviceable 
in pliilosophy, llinu tlic main quali/lcation for it : 
and, for Uic auxiliary ns well as for tbo main 
operation, tbo philosopher can allow himself any 
time he pleases. TIo is in Jio need of tbo capa- 
city of doing rapidly what lie docs; what lie rather 
nccila is patience, to work on slowly until impor- 
feet lights have become perfect, and a conjecture 
lias ripened into a theorem. For tboao, on tlic 
contrary, whose business is with tho fugitive and 
perishable — with individual facts, not kinds of 
facts — rapidity of Uiought is a qualification noxt 
only in importance to the power of tliought itself, 


comnmiid, ni llic (■ontiii^^noics ot aclKMij inij-ht 
HS well nut li!iv(! them iit till, lie may lie At to 
crilieize, but lie. is not At to tieL. Now it is in 
this lliut women, iiiul tho men wlio are most like 
women, eonfessedly excel. 'I'lie other sort ol’ nnin, 
liowe.vev jire-einimmt may l)e hia rueuittea, arrives 
slowly at eom|)l(:L(i etnimuiml of them : vaphUtyoi' 
jud^onent and |jrom))tiliulti ol' jiidieioiiK aelloii^ 
even in Ihe thing's ho knowa bent, are llio gradual 
and late result of Htronnous ellort gi'owii into 
liabit. 

It will bo said, |)erba|)H, that the greater 
nervous mi.sei'ptiliUlLy ot* women is a iliwinnlillca- 
tioii Cor praetieo, in anything but doinestie liCe, 
by rendering them mol>ilo, elmngeiililo; too 
vcliomenlly under the inlluenec of tho moment, 
infiui»ible of dogged inn-BCvcranco, uiuajual and 
uneertain in llio iiowcr of using their faculties. 
I ildnk that lliese ]ihratfCH sum up the greater 
part of tho ohjoe.tion.s commonly made to tlio 
fitnc.sH of women for the higher class of serious 
business, IMneli oi‘ all this is the mere ovcrllow 
of uci'voufl onei’gy run to waste, and would cease 
when the energy was directed to a flclinilo end. 
Much is also the i'esnlt of conscious or nn- 
conseions cultivation j as wc see by llio almost 
total disappearance of " hysterics” and fainting 
fits, sineo they Iiavo gone out of fashion. More- 


over, wlicn people arc bronglit up, liko many 
■women of the higher cliisscs (though less so in 
our own country than in any other) n kind of hot- 
liouse plants; shielded from the wliolcsomo vicissi- 
tudes of air and temperature, and untrained in 
any of the occiipatioiifi and cxorcisca wliieh give 
stimulus and devclopuicnt to the circulatory and 
muaculav system, while theiv nervous system, 
especially in its emotional dt^parlmcnt, is kept in 
nnnutmrally active play; it is no wonder if those 
of them M'ho do not die of consumption, grow 
up with coiislitulious liahlo to derangement from 
alight causes, both internal and extei-nal, and 
without stamina to sup])ort any task, physical or 
mental, requiring coutinuily of olTort. Jlut 
women brought up to work for llieir liveli- 
hood show none of these mor))id cliaraetcriatics, 
unless indeed they are clmined to an excess of 
sedentary work in confined and unhealthy rooms. 
■\Vomcn wJ»o in their early years have shared in 
the healthful physical education and bodily free- 
dom of their brothers, and who obtain a suifi- 
cicncy of pure air and cxcrciao in aftcr-Hfo, very 
rarely have any excessive susceptibility of nerves 
which can disqualify them for active pursuits. 
There is indeed a certain proportion of persons, 
in both sexes, in Avhom an unusual degree of 
nervous sensibility is constitutional, and of so 
marked a character as to ho tho foaturo of thoir 
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orgaiiiziitlon wliich (^xcniisc's llio proalcst iudupiico 
over tho w1h) 1(5 ciiiinictcr of llui vital phciUHiiuiui. 
'riiiscoiistiLuLumJiki'. {)tlirr|jliymnil conformations, 
is Ijcmlilary, and is IraimmllUal to sons as veil 
ns (lau'^lilers j Imt it is ptjssihlo, and probable, tlint 
the nervous Unnpenunent (jus it is called) is in- 
Ueriled by a p;r(5tiLer immlier of womou Hum of 
men. We will assume tins as ii fuel: and let me 
then nsk, are men (d nervous U’m|jeranient Ibmul 
to be unlit for the dutie.s and |mi*suila usuiilly 
fellowetl by men V .11' not, why sbonUl xvomenof 
the sumo temperumeut be unlit for them? The 
peculiarities of LIkj Umiiierauumt are, tio doubt, 
within certaiu limits, an oijslaele to sueeess in 
some omployineuls, lliou^U an aid to it in 
others. Hut when Hu*, occupation w suitable to 
tlio temperament, and .sometimes even when it is 
unsuitable, the most brilliant examples of success 
are contiunally {.^iveu by tbo men of Ingli nervous 
sensibility. They arc distingnislicd in tliclr [)rac> 
tical niiiuirestfitions eliiedly Iiy tins, that being 
su.sceptibli! of a higher degree of excilomcnt than 
those of another jiliysical eoimtitulitm, their powers 
when excited dill’ev more than in the ease of otlicr 
people, from those shown in their oixliuary state : 
tliey are raised, as it wore, above themselves, 
and do thing.s with case wliieli they ai’c wholly 
incapable of at other times. ]bit tliis lofty o.xcite- 
ment is not, except iu weak bodily constitutions, 
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a mere flash, wliicli passes away ininiediatcly, 
leaving no pcrmaucjit traces, and iiicumputiblc 
witli persistent and steady pursnit ol’ an object. 
It is the cliaructer oi' tlio iicrvons tcinperainciiL 
to bo capable of susiuiued excitement, holding 
out llivongh long continued enbrts. It is wliat 
is meant by spirtl. It is wliat makes the liigli- 
bred racehorso run without slackening speed till 
he drops down dead. It is what has enabled so 
many delicate woiiieu to maiutaiji the most sub- 
lime coiislancy not ojily at tJie stake, but llivongh 
a long preliminary succession of mental and 
bodily lortnres. It is evident that people of this 
tcmjicrament arc particularly apt ibr what may 
be called the executive department of tlio leader- 
slilp of mankind. They arc the material of 
great orators, great preachers, imjjressivc diHusers 
of moral influences. Their coUMlilutiou might 
be deemed less lavonrablo to the (lualilies re- 
quired from a statesman in the cabinet, or from 
a judge. It would be so, if tlio consequence 
necessarily followed that because people arc ex- 
citable they must always bo in a state of c.\cilc- 
nicnt. lint this is wholly a question of training. 
Strong feeling is the instrument and element of 
strong self-control : but it requires to bo culLivalod 
in that direction. "V^Micn it is, it forms not the 
heroes of impulse only, but those also of scU- 
conquest. History uud experience prove tliat 
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tlio most piissioimLo (^ImnioLors aro tlio most Cami- 
tically in loolin^a of duly, tlicir 
))ti8si{m has l)iu;u Iruiiitul to act in lluit diroation. 
Tlio who ^dvoa a jiial dcciHioii iij ii caso 

wlicro his foolinp;H aro intensely iiituitJHlod on tlio 
other siilo, dcrivc.s IVom that aaino of 

feeling tlio dotoriiiinod sense of the obligation of 
justieo, wliioh onablos him to aohievc this victory 
over himself. The capaljility of that lofty en- 
thusiasm wliiidi talioH Iho human being out of 
Ills cvcry-iluy olmraolor^ iKiacIa upon lliu daily 
cliaraeler itself. Ills aspirations and powers wlion 
ho is in I his exoc.ptional slate, beeomo the typo 
with wliieli he conipures, and hy wliloli lie esti- 
mates, his sontiiiumU and proooodings at other 
timc.s : and liis Imhituat purposes assnitic a clia- 
rucLrr moulded hy and assimilated to the mo- ■ 
mouts of lofty excitement, although those, from ( 
the pliysical nature of a human being, can only * 
Im transient. ]'lx])cri<mcc of races, ns mtII as of 
individuals, does not sliow those of excitable tem- 
perament to bo less lit, on the average, either 
foi‘ speculation or practice, than the more uncx- 
citablo. Tlic Freiieb, and the Itnlinna, arc un- 
doubtedly by nature nioro nervously excitable 
tlian tho Teutonic races, and, compared at least 
with tlio English, they hnvo a much greater 
habitual ami daily emotional lifo: but have thoy 
been less groat in science, in public business, in 
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legiil find jiidioial cmilioiicc, or in ivar? Tiicro 
is jibimdmit ovidcnoc that tlic (h’coks \vcri: of 
old, as their dcsecmhmts and siufcc-ssors still are, 
one of the most cxi;ilul)lo of tl\e races of man- 
kind. It is supernuons to ask, ivlnit among tlic 
aehicvamcnls of men they did not excel in. 'I'lic 
lloman.s, probably, as an equally sonlliern jicfjple, 
had the same original tcm|K:rament : but the 
slerji eimracLcr of their mitional discipline, like 
that of the Spartans, made them an example of 
the op))osile type ( 4 ' national cluiraeler ; the 
grealer strenglh of tlicir natural feelijigs being 
chiefly apparent in the intensity ivliieh the same 
original Icmperamciit made it po.s.sible to give to 
the artificial. If these eases e.xejuplify ulmt a 
naturally excitable people maybe madi‘, tlie Irish 
Cells aflbrd one of tin; aptest examples of what 
they are when left tcj tliemselvesj (if tluwo enn 
be said to be left to tliemselves who have been 
for centuries under the imlireet inlluenee of bad 
govcrmmail, and the direct Irniniiig of a datholie 
hierarchy and of a siuecrc bebef in the Catholic 
religion.) Tho Irish charncLcr inust hc! eon.sidercd, 
therefore, as an unfuvourahlc ease : yet, wlumevcr 
the circwmslaucca of lUo individual have hec.u at 
all favourable, what people have shown greater 
capacity for the most varied and multifarious in- 
dividual eminence V Like tho Prcncli compared 
with the ISiiglisli, the Irish with the Swiss, the 


(ircfika or Italians coi-n])arcd with tho Clcnnan 
races, HO wonum compared 'with men nmy be 
Ibmid, on tho avcra^^c, to ilo the suiiio tilings 
witli some variety in the piirtienhiv kind of ex- 
cellence. Hill, tlial they would do them fully 
as well on the whole, if their education iind 
cultivation were adapled to eorrectiiig instead of 
aggravaling tln^ infirmities incident to tlieir loin- 
pcraincnt, f h(;(! not the smallest reason (o doubt. 

Supposing it, liowcver, to be true that women’s 
minds ari^ hy nature mom moliilc tluin those 
of men, less cupublo of porsisling long in tlio 
samo continuoua elUirt, more lilted for dividing 
their faenltics among many things fimn for 
travelling in any one path to the highest point 
whioh cun lie reached by it : this may be 
tnio of women as they now are (though not 
without grclit and numerous exceptions), and 
may account for Ljjoir having remained boliind 
tlio highest order of men in precisely t)io things 
in which this absorption of tho whole mind iii 
one set of ideas and oeeujiations may seem to 
1)0 most requisite. Still, lliis diflcroncc is one 
wliich can only afl'cct the kind of oxcellcuco, not 
tho cxcoUcncc itself, or its practical worlli: and 
it remnins to be sliown w'liclhcr this exclu'*ivo 
working of a i)art of tlio mind, this absorption of 
the wliolc tliinking faculty in a single subject, 
and concentration of it on n single work, is tho 



normal and Iicaltliful itoiulition of tlic Inunan 
faculties, cvcji for speculative uses. I believe 
that what is Rained in special dcvelopmeiil by 
tliis conceulralioii, is lost in the caj)a(nty of die 
mind for the other pnv[) 09 es of life; and even in 
abstraei thonght, it is my decided opinion that 
tlio mind docs move by frctpicntly reluruing to 
a (linieult problem, than by slicking- to it nitli- 
out inlcrruptioii. For the purposes, at all cvenls, 
of practice, from its higlicst to its Imniblcst dc- 
parlmnnts, the capacity of iiassing promptly Irom 
one subject of conskleralion to anolher, without 
letting the active spring of the iuUdleet run 
down between llic two, is a power fm- more 
valuable; and this power women jire-cminonlly 
possess, by virtue of die very mobility of wliicli 
they are accused. 'Dicy pcrliaps liavo it from 
nature, but they covtniidy liavo it by Lraining 
and education ; for nearly the whole of the occu- 
pations of women consist in tlio management ol 
small but multitudinous details, on oaoli of wbicli 
tlio mind cannot dwell even fon a minute, but 
must pass on to otlicr things, and if anything 
requires longer thought, must steal Lime at ode 
moments for thinking of it. The capacity indeef 
which Avomeu show for doing their thinking ir 
circumstances and at times Avliicli almost an) 
man would make an excuse to lumsolf for noi 
attempting it, has often been noticed ; and ( 


womnn’a inijir], llionjfJi it umy be oconpictl only 
Avitli siutill lliingH, (iiiJi bnvdiy over permit ilnelf 
to bo vaouiit, ns a inan'n ho often in wluni not 
ongnged in Ikj cIwmisch to eonaidto* tho 

business of )ji.s life. TIjo buHinusa of n woman’s 
ordinary life ia tilings in general, and can 
as lilllo eousn to go on ub Iho world to go 
round. 

Jbit (it is saiil) tliero is annlomienl cvjflenoc 
of the superior inontid eapaoity of inon compared 
witli wonum : they have a larger brain. I I’cply, 
tliat in the first place the rn<5t itHolf ih doubtful. 
It is by no nnmnb cHtiibliHlied lliut tbe brain of a 
woman is sinaUcr than that of a man. If it is 
inferred merely bo(!ausc a woman’s bodily frame 
generally is of (css dimeiiBioim tliaii a man’s, this 
criterion wouhl lead to slrnngo consequences. 
A tall and large-boned man must on Ibis showing 
bo wonderfully superior in intolligcuco to a small 
man, and an clcplnint or a whale must prodi- 
giously excel mankind. The size of tho brain in 
lunnan beings, aiiatoinists say, varies much less 
than llio size of the body, or oven of liio head, 
and tlio OHO cannot bo at all inferred i'rom tlic 
other. It is certain that some women liave as 
large a brain us any man. It is within my 
knowledge Unit a man who had weighed many 
Imman bi’ains, said tliat the bcaviost ho knew of, 
lieavicr oven than. Cuvior^s (the heaviest pre- 
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viously vceovdcd,) was that of a woman. Next, 

I must obsevvc tbat the pvceisc Yolation ^Yl\ich 
exists Ijolwccn t)io brain ami Die intelloetual 
powers is not yet ■well imclcrsLood, but is a 
sul)ject of gi-cal (lispute. Tliiit tlua’o is a very 
close relation we cnimot douliL. I’lic brain is 
eci’tninly the nmtcrml (irgan of tliouglit and 
feeling : and (maUiug ubstraclim\ of the great 
unacttlcd controversy rcspceling the appropriation 
of diflerent ]mrts of the brain to diflei-eiifc mental 
I'aouUios) T admit lliut it would b(^ an iiiioinaly, 
and an oxeoptiou to nil we Iciiow of the general 
laws of lift* and organization, if the size of the 
organ were wliolly iiidinbrcnt to Die function ; if 
no accession of power wore derived from the 
greater magnitude of the instrument, lint Dm 
exception and Die anomaly ■would be fully ns 
great if the organ exercised inllnonco by its 
iiiugiiitudc onbj. In all the more delioalo opera- 
tions of nature — of winch Diuac of tiio animated 
creation are the most dolientc, and tliosc of the 
nervous system by fur the most delicate of these 
— dincrcuccs in the effect depend as much on 
din'crcnccs of quality in Iho })hysicnl agents, ns 
on their quantity: and if the (piality of an in- 
strument is to be tested by the nicety and deli- 
cncy of tlic ■work it can do, the indications point 
to a greater average fineness of quality in tlio 
brain and nervous system of woraou than of men. 
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Dismissing al)Hli‘act dinorcnco of qualily, a tiling 
difficnU to vt'rifyj the o/UcIcney of an organ is 
known tu (Icpnnd not solely oii its size but on its 
aclivity : and of this wo Imvo an npiiroximiitc 
moasiD’o in the miei'gy with wliich tho blood 
oircuhiLcs through it, both Urn stimulus and tho 
rcparalivo force being mainly (lc|)Ciuloiit on tho 
circnlntiou. It would not bo surprising — it is 
indeed an hypothesis which accords well with tho 
dilTcrcnces actual iy observed botwcon tlic inontal 
operations of tho two sexes — if men on tlic 
average should have tho udvanlago in tlic size of 
tho bi'aiu, and woniou in activity of ccrcliral cir- 
cnlution. The rOHidts whicli conjecture, founded 
on analogy, would lead us to expect from this 
di/lbi'cnco of orgaiiixation, would corrcsjwnd to 
some of those wliicli we most commonly sco. In 
the llvst place, the mental ojioraUons of inon 
jniglit be expected to bo slower. They would 
neither bo so prompt as women in thinking, nor 
so quick to feel. Largo bodies take more lime \f 
to get into full action. On tho other hand, 
when once got thoroughly into play, mcids brain 
would bear more work. It would be more per- 
sistent in tho lino first taken; it would liavo 
more difhcuUy in changing from one mode of 
action to another, hut, in the one thing it whs 
doing, it could go on longer without loss of 
power or sense of fatigue. And do we uot fuul that 



tlio tilings in winch men most oxcr.l women arc 
those which rcquii’C most plodding and long 
liiinnncring nt a single thonglitj ivliilc women do 
Ijcsfc what must bo doiin rapidly? A woman'’8 
hvuiu is sooner fatigued, sooner exliaiiHtcd ; Init 
given the degree of exhaust ion, we should expect 
lo find that it would recover itself sooner. I 
rciiOJit that this apcculatiou is entirely hypo- 
llieticnl ; it pretends to no more than to suggest 
a line of enquiry. 1 Imvo licforti repudiated tlio 
notion of its being yet certainly known iJmt 
there is any ualuriil dineveueo at all iu the 
average stvougtli or direelion of the jnentnl ca- 
pacities of llio two sexes, nmcli less what that 
(tifTcvcnco is. Kor is it possible that lliis should 
he known, so long ns the jisycliological lau's of tlio 
forniatlon of character liave been so little studied, 
ovou in a general way, and in tlie imrticular 
ease never Hcicnlitically applied at all; so long 
as the most obvious external causes of dificvcnco 
(if elmraetcr arc habitmilly disregarded — left un- 
noticed by Iho observer, and looked down upon 
with a kind of supcrcilions contempt by tlic 
jircvahmt schools both of natural liistory and of 
mental philosophy ; who, whether they look for 
the 80 UVCO of what mainly distinguishes human 
beings from one another, iu llio world of matter 
or in that of spirit, agree in running down tlioso 
who prefer to explain these difTcronocs by tlio 
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(lilTcroiit n!luli(}nn of humiui beings to society 
find lifo. 

'I'o so ridiouloos an extent tivo tlio notions 
formed of tlui nature of women, mere empirical 
goicraliziitioiiH, franu'd, without philosophy or 
analysis, upon Die first instiinees M'liicli present 
themselves, tliat tlie jjopular idea of it is di/leront 
in dinbrouL countries, aeeemling /w tlic opinions 
and social eireuinslaneea of tlic country have given 
to the women living in it any speciality of develop- 
ment or non-devi'loinnent. An Oriental tliinks i 
that M’onicn arc ))y nuturo peculiarly volujitumis ; 

HOC tliQ violent aluise of them on this ground in 
Hindoo writings. An hhiglishumn usnally lliinks 
that they are liynalure cold. The sayings about 
women's Ilekleiiess arc mostly of hVimch origin ; 
fi'om the famou.s disticli of I'VancIs the First, up- . n 
ward and dowinvard. in bhiglaud it is a common 
remark, how mueli more eoimtunt women arc than 
men. JiieonsLiUicy has been longer reckoned dis- 
ercdilablc: to a woman, in I'biglnnd than iuFranco j 
and Jhiglishwonicn arc Im.sidcs, in their inmost 
nature, imieli more subdued to opinion. It may 
bo remarked by tho way, that 'linglishmcu arc in 
peculiarly nnfavourablo oireumstanccs for attempt- 
ing to judge what is or is not natural, not merely 
to women, but to men, or to human bciug.s nlto- 
gctlicr, at least if they have only English expe- 
rience to go upon : because there is no place where 




liuman natuvcsliowa so hltio of \ts oviKmalhuca- 
uicuts. Both ill a good and a Imtl scnso, tlio ]'hig- 
lish ni’o farlhor from a «lat(; of natnvc Hum any 
oiliov modoru pcoplo, 'rii(;y are, more limn any 
other |)eoi)lo,a prodiictof civilization and discipline. 
Knghmd is the couulvy in wliicli social discipline 
1ms most succeeded, not .so in coiuiiioring, as 

in suppressing, whatCA'cr is Italile to eoulUct with 
it. TheBnglish, more tlmn any oilier jieoplo, not 
only act hut feel aeeordiug to rule. In other 
countries, tho taught opinion, or tlio rer[niromcnt 
of society, may he tUo stronger power, luil the 
promptings of the individual natiiro are always 
viaihlo under it, and often vcbiHling it ; rule may 
bo stronger than imfurc, hut nutnro is slill tliorc. 
Tn I'higland, rule has to a groat tlcgvco suhstituted ! 
itself for nature. Tho greater part of life is' 
carried on, not by foUoNviug inclination under tho 
control of ride, hut by having no inclination but 
that of following a rule. Now this has its good 
side doubtless, though it has also a wretclicdly 
bad one ; but it must render an Bnglislinian 
peculiarly ill-qualified to pass a judgment on tlic 
original Iciulciicics of human natiivo from las own 
eKporicncc. The errors to whicli ohsci’ver.s else- 
where arc liable on the subject, nro of a diflcrcut 
chavaetci*. An Euglislunnu is ignorant respecting 
human nature, a Eronchmnn is prejudiced. An 
r, EngUsUmaiHa errors arc negative, a Frouchman’s 
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positive;. An fimoias that lliinfrs do 

not oKistJjirofiu.M; lie never xcc.H (liciiij al'Veneluniiu 
tiiiiiks Lli(!y muHL ulwiiys uml luieessurily exist, 
hcciuiso lu; tides sec. tliein. An Mnj'liMlumm does 
not know iiiiLmt;, be<iiniM'. lu; lins liml ju) tjjjpor- 
tiinily of olwei'vlup; ilj a I'Yeuelinum gonenilly 
knows ii ^reaL dtiul of it, but ofttMi mistakes it, 
boemiso lie 1ms only seen it Hopliislicalcd and dis- 
lortcd. I'Vjr Llio iirlilieiiil atalo aiiperiiulucetl by 
aueieiy diH'-iiiscs tlus ualural laiulcneies of the 
thing wbhdi is the suljjtnrt of ob.servnlion, in two 
(lifl’ci-eut ways : by exlinguisldug lUo luiluve, or by 
Iriuisfoniiiiig it. In the ouo (mso there is but 
a aturved residimm of natMi'o rcnminiiig to be 
stiulietl; in ibo other env; llurro i.s imitdi, but it 
may Imvo eximiulcd in any direeliou rallier tliiin 
that iti wliieli it would .spout/uieoHsly grow. 

I liiivo said that it cannot now bo known how 
mucii of tin; existing mental dllleroiicos between 
men niul woiiKMi is natural, and how nnich arti- 
ticiul ; wln;llier llievc arc any iiulnrul diUcronccs at 
all; or, su|)[iosing all artificial euuatrsof dill’crenco 
to be withdrawn, what natural elmrucLcr would 
bo revealed. I am not about to allcmpt what I 
have i)roiu)\iin:ed impossible: but doubt docs not 
forbid eonjeeture, and where certainty is unat- 
tainable, lliero may yet be the means of ar- 
riving at some degree of probability. The first 
point, the origin of the diUcrcnccs actually 


observed, is llic one most fi{;coasil)lc to spocul 
tion j and I slinll attempt to approncli it, l)y t 
only path by wlilcli it ciiii Ije icnehcd ; by tracii 
tim mental consequences of oxtoi'iial in(luone( 
Wo cannot isolate a Immau being IVoiu tiio ci 
emnatunees of his condition, so as to ascertain c 
perinicntally what ho would have been by natiir 
but wo eiui consider wliiit lu! is, and what his c 
mimstanccs have Ijeen, and wlietlier llic one m'uh 
I nivo been capable of producing tin! olluu*. 

Let na lake, then, tlie only inarlced ease ndd 
observnliou nllbrils, of appfirent inferiority 
women to men, if we except tlie imu’cly pliysit 
one of bodily strongLli. No prodiieLion in phi 
80{)hy, science, or art, entitled to tin? iirst rai 
has been the work of a woman. Is there a 
mode of accounting for this, witliouL supposi 
t)mt women arc naturally incapable of t)ro(luoi 
them ? 

In the first place, wc may faii'ly qnosti 
whether experience Inis allbrdcd sufllciont groiu 
for an induction. It is scarcely throe goncratic 
since women, saving very rare exceptions, lif 
begun to try their capacity in philosophy, scion 
or art. It is only in the present generation tl 
their attempts have been at all numerous ; a 
they arc even now extremely few, everywhere I 
ill Iflngland and France. It is a relevant qu 
tion, whether u mind possessing the requisites 
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firet'Vato ciniiKjnw! in H[)i'.ctilaUon or cvcntivc art 
could luivo bcKui cxpootwl, on llio nio-c. (uiloulntioj! 
of clumccHj to turn up (luriiif? Unit lapKo of timcj 
among llio uoumii -vvlioso IusIch ami pcr.soual 
position admitted of tluur duvoting thcinKclvca to 
tlmsc jmrauilH. Jn all lIiiitgH which tlicrc linaycL 
been time for — in all hut llio very liiglmst gnidcH 
ill Llio scale of oxiudloncc, oapociully in the dcpitrt- 
ment in which they liavo lioou loiigcat cngiigcih 
literature (both proau and poetry) — women have 
dono (juito as umeli, have obtained fully as high 
prizes and as many of them, as could be expected 
from tliu length of time and (he munlicr of uum- 
potitors, Jf wo go liaek to the curlier [icriod 
when vf'ry few women nmdo the attempt, yet some 
of those few made, it with distinguished success. 
'J’ho (ircelcs always acc’Ouiiled Sappho among 
their great poets; and wo may woll 8U[)po80 that 
Myrtis, said to have been tlio teacher of Pindar, 
and Corinna, w’ho /Ivo limes bore aw'ny from Jiiin 
tlio prize of ijoelry, nmat nt least liuvo liiid sufliciont 
merit to admit of being eonijiarcd with that great 
name. Aspasia did not leave any jihilosophieal 
wriliuga ; hut it is an admitted fact that Socrates 
resorted to her for instruction, and avowed liimaelf 
to have obtained it. 

If wo consider lJ»o works of women in modern 
times, and contrast them with tlioao of men, 
either in the literary or the artistic department, 



fiucli intcrionty m may i)(5 ouscrvcd rcsoivc 
ilsdf csscutiftlly into one thing: but that is : 
moat Tnatw*iul one; (h:(uncnoy of oviginaiity. No 
total deficiency; for cvi;ry [iroducliou of inim 
wiiicli ia of any substiiulivo value, liaa an oi'igi 
iialiiy of its own — is a conception (;f tlic mim 
itself, not a copy of Ronintliing clai;. Tiiouglit 
original, in the sense of lunug uuhorvowe.d — c 
being derived from the thinker’s own obscrvuticni 
or inlclh'Clnid processes — arc ubimdimt in tli 
writings of women. Jhit llicy have not ye 
produced any of tlioso great and linninons juv 
Ideas wIiIcIj form an era in tlionglit, nor tlios 
fundamentally new couceptious in art, wide 
open a vista of possible eneela not before thongl 
of, and found u new school. Their (:t)mposilioi 
arc mosHy gronnded on the existing fund ( 
lliouglit, and their creations do not deviate widel 
from existing types. This is tlio sort of inforiorll 
which tlieiv works manihist: fur in point of ex< 
mition, in the tletuilcd ajipUeation of though 
and l)te perfection of style, there is no infcrioril 
Our best novelists in poiiit of composition, ai: 
of the management of detail, have mostly bee 
women; and tl>crc is not in all modern lileraUi: 
a more clo(picut vehicle of tliougUt than the sty 
of Madame de Stueb^vov, us a specimen of pure 
artistic cxccUcnco, anything superior to the pro 
, of Madame Sand, wlioso stylo nets upon tl 
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nervous syaUnn like a synipliony of Tlayilii or 
Mo/iu'L. orif^iiuility of coneoiilion is, as I 

liavc said, wluiL is oliicdly wauling. And )io\v to 
examine if tlunai is any manner iu wliieli tliia 
deficiency can be aeeounled for. 

lict UH i'{Mncinl)('r, Llien, so far ns regards 
mere tbonglvl, that during all that period iu live 
world’s cxistenee, and iu Llio progi-esa of cultiva- 
tion, ill Avliieli great and fruitful new trutlis 
could Ijo arrived at by lucvro force of genius, 
with little jirevions study and ncomiiidutioii of 
knowledge — during idl that time women did not 
concern lliemselvcs with speeululioii al all. i-’roin 
tlio days of Hypatia to those of the lleforumUon, 
Llie illustrlouH lleioisa is aliuo.st the only M'oman 
to whom any siuili ucliievemenl: inigbt have been 
possible j and we know not liow great a capacity 
of spcc.ulivtion iu her may have been lost to 
mankind by the iiiiHlbrUincs of her life. Never 
since any consideralile number of ivomcn Imve 
Ijcgau to cuUivato serious thought, has origi- 
nality Ijccn poNsilde on easy terms. Nearly all 
tlio tlioughls wliicli can bo I’caelicd by mcro 
strcnglli of origintd faeuHios, have long since 
been arrived at; and originality, iu any high 
sense of tlio word, is now scarcely over attained 
but by minds wbicli have nndergonc elaborate 
diaciplinOj and avo deeply versed iu the results 
of previous Ibinldng. It ia Mr. Maurice, I Uiiuk, 
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who has rcinarlccd on the ])i'cscnt afi;c, that its 
most original Ihiiihci’s uro those wiio iiiivo Icnown 
inosl thoroughly wlial had been ihonght by their 
jn’edcecssora : and this m\\. uUvays lunieei’ortb be 
the ease. Kvevy fresh stone in the etUdee lias 
now to be placed on the, lop of so many others, 
Unit a long process of climbing, and of carrying 
up materials, 1ms to be gone llirongh by wlumvcr 
aspires to lake a share in the present stage of 
the work. ]It)W many women are Lliere wJio 
have gone through any sueli process? Mrs. 
SuniorvUle, alone perlmps of wunum, Icnows as 
Hindi of matheinaliuH as is now needful for 
making any considerable malhcmatieal diseovery: 
is it any proof of inferiority in •women, Lliut she 
has not liappcncd to be ono of the two or three 
p6i'sons who in her lifeliino have associated thcii 
names with some striking advancemont of the 
scionco? Two women, since political economy 
has been made a science, have known enough ol 
it to write usefully on the snbject s of how man) 
of the innuracrahlc men who have written ou il 
during Iho same time, is it po-ssiblc with truili t( 
say mom? If no woman has liitlicrto been j 
great historian, what -woman lias had the ncecs 
sary erudition ? If no ‘woman is a great philo 
legist, ivlmt woman lias btudied Sanscrit am 
Slavonic, the Gothic of Ulphila and the Torsi 
of the Zeudaveata? liven in practical matter 


uo all know whut \h tlio vnluc of the orlginnlily 
of unliuiglit gniiiusoH. It incansj inventing 
over again in its riidiinentary form nomelliing 
iilrejuly invenUnl mul impmved upon hy many 
successive iiivcnilors. When wonien have liiul 
tlio prepnriiliou whioli till nu*n now rcqtVi'O to h(r 
cinineiilly originiilj It will ho limo cnougli to 
begin judging hy cxiieritmco of their capacity for 
originality. 

It no donhl ol'ttni im|)})rna that a pernon, who 
1ms not ^vi(l(;ly and tieonviilcly Htiuliod the tJiouglits 
of t^lhevH nn a snhjec.t, him hy nainval sagacity a 
Imppy intuition, which he can 8ugge.st, but cannot 
pvove, which ycl when muUivc.d may ho an im- 
portant addition to knowledge: but even then, 
no juaticc can be (Un\o to it \iutil wnno other 
person, who does possess the previous acqnirc- 
luentH, takes it in hand, tests it, gives it a scientific 
or practical form, and fits it into its place among 
tho existing truths of pldlosopliy or scienco. Is 
it supposed that sueli I'elieitous thoughts do not 
occur to women ? 'L'hcy occur by hundreds to 
every woman of intellect. 3hit they aro mostly 
lost, for want of a liu.sband or friend who has the 
other knowledge which can enable liim to estimate 
them properly and l)viiig tliom before the world : 
and oven when they arc brought before it, they 
generally aiipoar as his ideas, not their real 
author’s. Who can tell how many of the most 

E 2 



original thoughts put (brtli by male writers, 
\)elt)ng to a woman by auggr.slion, to thiuuaclves 
I only by verifying ajul working out? If I may 
1 judge by my own ease, a very lurgt! pi'oporLlou 
indeed. 

irwe.liu’n from imre speculation to litcrnturo 
in the narrow sense of the terjn, and the fme arts, 
tlicrc is a very obvious reason wliy woinoii’s 
literature is, in its gcncviil fioucepliou and in its 
main features, an imitation of ineids. Wliy is the 
llonmii lilerulurc, ils critics proclaim to satiety, 
not ovigiutd, hut an indtation of the Civeek? 
Simply because tlic Greeks eanio lirst. If women 
lived in a difTcrent counti’y from men, and Imd 
never read any of their writings^ they would have 
bad a literature of their own. As it is, they liavo 
not created one, because they found a bigldy ad- 
vanced litcratiu‘0 already created. If there luid 
been no suspension of thelvnoudedgo of anliquily, 
or if tbo lloiuiissancc hud occurred beforo llic 
Gothic cathcdiuls were built, they never would 
have been built. Wc sec that, iu Franco and 
Italy, imitation of the ancient literature stopped 
the original development even ader it had com- 
menced. All women who write arc pujiils of the 
great male writcra. A painter’s early pieUircs, 
even if he be a llutTacllo, arc uudi.stinguishaldo iu 
style from those of his master. I'lvou a Mozart 
does not display his powerful originality in his 
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oftvlin.st piemens. Wlmt yniirs iiro to a gifted iiuli- 
vitlualj gdtua-uiitmH im*. to u iuuhs. If 
litemliM'o in (loHlinrd to have u dineronl collectivo 
rlianicler IVom that of men, (lepr.iMling on any 
(lin’civnce of iialurul icmleiieteH, nuuili lo?igcr 
time in noc(^Msavy than Inus yet elapsed, before it 
can (nmuuiipate itHolf from the inlluenee of ac- 
cepUid models, and giiicle itself by iU own iin- 
jjulscjs. But if, as I ludieve, lliere M ill not prove 
to 1)0 any mituml temhmei<5s common to women, 
and (listingulHliing llieir geniuH from that of men, 
yet nvory individual wrili^r aimnig tlnun Ims her 
individual tmuleiieies, whieb at present arc atill 
subdued by lIh^ inlluenee of proccdimt and ex- 
ample ! and it will rcipiire gimeralions more, i)i5for(5 
their indiviiluality iBHudicienlly developed to make 
head agaiiiHt Unit in(lucnce. 

It IS ill the Zinc arts, properly so called, that 
Ibo primd fade cvidcnco of inferior original 
powers in Avomeii at (iJ’st siglit appears tlio 
strongest s fiinc(5 opinion (it may be said) docs not 
exclude tlnmi from lliesc, but ratlicr onconvngcs 
them, and their cdiicalion, iuRtcud of passing over 
this department, is in tho a/TUient classes mainly 
compobiHl of it. Yet in this line of exertion tlicy 
have fallen still more short than iu many others, 
of t)jc biglicst omincuco attained by men. Tills 
shorteoiniug, however, needs no other explana- 
tion than the familiar fiuit, more universally true 



in the fine arts than in nnytlun^ else j the vnst 
NU[icrioi’ily of profussionnl persons over auuileurs. 
Women in the wluciilcd elusses luo almost unh 
versnlly tuu{^lit more or less (jf some hraueli oi’ 
otlior of Iho fine aria, but not thuL tliey may gain 
ilieir living ov their soeial eousciinene.e by it. 
W(jmoii artists arc all JiniaLeurs. Tim i:xe(ipLiun.s 
uve only of the kiiul wliieli eonnrm the general 
truth. AYoiucu are taught music, hut iiot for 
the purpose of eoinposing, only of executing it: 
and ucciu’dingly it is only as eoniposcn’s, that 
men, in music, arc .superior to M'omen. Tlio only 
one of the lino arts wliieli w'uimm do follow, to 
any extent, as a profession, nuil an oeeupivlion 
for life, is the liistrionic ; and in that tliey aro 
confessedly equal, if not superior, to mou. To 
make the comparison fair, it should bo made 
between the produelions of women in any brancli 
of art, and those of men not following it as a 
profession. In musical composition, for example, 
women surely have produced fully as good tilings 
as have ever been produced by unde amateurs. 
There arc now a few women, a very few, wlio 
practise painting as u profession, and these are 
already beginning to show cpiito a.s much talent 
as could be expected. .ICvcn male painters {pace 
Mr. Ewskin) Ivavo not made any very vcmavkablc 
figure these last centuries, and it will bo long 
before they do so. The reason wliy tlio old pninleva 


\v(?vo so gi'fiiidy .siii)(n*ie»r to the modei'n, is that 
II greatly «uji(‘ri()r(;l«Hs cif men applied tlioms('.lvea 

10 the nrl. In I lie fmiHeeiith niidTirtocntli ecii- 
tnrios ilu^ llalimi iiainterH were the luiwl; iieeom- 
plished men of l.lieir age. 'I'lie greatest ol’ them were 
men of mieyeli)|mi(lieal iiequireinimls and poM'Or.s, 
like the gi'eiit im«u of (ire.iaie. But in Llieir 
liimis fine art was, l<i men's f(?oling.s and ctinecp- 
timis, among the granilest ihingK in wliieh a human 
being eould eveel ; and liy it men were made, adiat 
only pnlilieal or military disLinctioii now makes 
Ihnm, the. companions of sovereigns, and the eijuals 
of the highest nolhlity, Tn the present age, men 
ef anything like, similar ealihre (ind aomething 
move important to do, for their own fame and 
the uses of llio modern world, than ]minling ; 
ami it is only now amt then that a Reynolds ov 

11 Turner (of wluwe relative rank among eminent 
men 1 do not imilend to an opinion) applies JiimsoJf 
to that art. Music belongs to a diflercut order 
of tilings j it does not rcqiiiro the same general 
powers of mind, but hcowih more dependant on a 
natural gift : and it may bo thought surprising 
that no one of Lho great musical composers lias 
been a woman. But even this natural gift, to be 
made available ibi- great creations, requires study, 
and professional devotion to lho purauit. The only 
eouulrics ndiich have produccdfirst-ratocomjioscra, 
even of Lho male sox, aro Germany and Italy — 


coiiiuncs \\\ wiuch, noiiv in point ot apccini ana 
nf general cultivation, women linvo r(niminc(l fur 
bclvhul 1‘Vancc and Euglaml, benug gcucraUy (it 
may 1)0 sail! ivilliout exnggrralioii) very lilLlo edu- 
cated, and having Hoarccly euUivulcd tit all any 
of the liiglicr faculties of mind. And in tliosc 
nonnlrie.s tlio men who are {uapuiinted ivitli tho 
principles of mii.sieal composition must bo counted 
by hmulrcds, or more probal»Iy by thousands, the 
women hardy hy scorc.si so Unit liere again, on 
the cloclrino of averages, ive caninit reasonably 
expect to see move than one eminent woman to 
lil’ty eminent men; and llie last tlircc cenluiics 
have not produced (Ifty eminent male eomposevs 
either in Germany or. in Italy. 

Tliovc arc other rcftHous, bcftidcH those winch we 
have now given, that he))) to explain why women 
remain behind men, oven in the ))Ui't4Uits which arc 
o})cn to both. For one tiling, very few women 
liavo llnic for them. Thi.i may seem a paradox ; 
it is an undoubted social fael. Tho lime and 
thoughts of every ivoman have to satisfy great 
previous demands on tlicm for things practical. 
There is, first, tho superintendence of tlie family 
and the domestic cxpcudiUivc, wliieh occupies at 
least ono woman in every family, gonorally tlio one 
of mature ycai*s and acquired cxpevicucc j unless 
tlio family is so rich as to admit of delegating that 
task to hired agoucy, and submitting to all tho 
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waste aiul nialvrranliou iiiBCjmntblo from llmtinodc 
of eoiiducling it. TIuj KiipeniiteiHlcncci of a honso- 
lioldjcvon wlumiioL in other reapecls laborious, is 
extremely onoroim to the llioiiglita ; it recpiiroH 
incessant vij^ilanoc;, an oyc which no detail os(!ai)(!H, 
and preaimts (lueHlioiiH Cor conaidenition and solu- 
lioUj fureseoii ami nnrorcHcen, at every hour of the 
day, from -wliieh the person respoimibhi for tluim 
can hardly ever nhakc hoi-solf free. If a Avomaii 
is of a l ank and (unuinmlanecH whieli relievo luu' in 
a nu’iisuro from these canss, ah(5 lias still devolving 
on her the management forthc wliolo family of its 
inlereoiu’HO with others — of what is called society, 
and liie 1 (!hh tiie call made on her by tluj former 
duty, tlie greater is always the devolojmient of tbo 
latter : the dinmu’ parties, conccrlH,cvi:ning parlies, 
moruingvisits, letter writing, and all Lliat goes with 
them. All tliis is over and above tbo engrossing 
duty whieli society impo.scB exclusively on women, 
of making tliemselvcs farming. A elovor woman 
of the higher ranks finds nearly a sufTlciont em- 
ployment of her liilcnlB in cultivating the graces . 
of manner and the nrUof convcrsulion. To look 
only at Llio outward side of tlic subject : the great 
and continual exercise of thought which all women 
wlio attach any value to dressing well {I do not 
mean expensively, hut with taste, and perception 
of natural and of artificial conmiance) must 
bestow upon llicir own dress, perhaps also upon 



tnac or tiicir (langntrrsj womci aioiuj ii grout 
>vay towards acliicving nispoctulilo rosnUs in arl, 
or scionro, or lUcmtiirc^ and docs {iclually oxliaust 
imudi of llio tinuj and nunital powcn' llioy iniglit 
Imvc lo spare for etlliov.''' If it wero lUjssiUo 
that all this number of litllo pranfieal intomsts 
(wliioli are made great to tlunn) slnmld leave 
them eitlicr mueli leisnrj’j or lYuieli onc'rgy and 
freedom of mind, tobi^ di-voti'd to art or s])e(‘ula- 
tiou, lliey immt bavo ii mucli greater original 
•supply of n<-live faenlly than the vast majority of 
men. lint this is not all. TiidependeiiUy of tlie 
regular ollioes of life wlntdi dev(dvo u}Kin u woman, 
slio is expected to liavo her tinni and faeiiltios 
always at tbo dis)>osnl of everybody. If a nmu 
has not a profession to exempt liim from siieli 
demands, sUll, if ho has a pursuit, he oiVemls 
nobody by devoting )n.s time tf) it j occupation is 

"li A|i(X'nifi I'l bo tlio sntiio iljflii liiui ormiiirt wliioli oimblus 
A tiiAn loA<-<]iMro tl>o IriKh, or tlicjiml iili>n of wlitil in rlglil, iti 
UiO oriintiibiiia, AH in Iho nioi'O Alnblo [)iiiio{|iIi)H oi' iirL. (t lian 
Kitli llio Biinio couli'O »r purfoction, lliongli it In llio uoiilro of a 
bidaIIci- oirolo.— ''1*0 iilii*ilrnlo lliis by llio rn.Hlitoii nf iIiohk, in 
wliicli tliciv ie hIIowocI lolx'ii gooilor bad tiiHlo. 'I’liA onitiiioiioiil 
pavlA of lirceA nit> OdiiUnimlly cImiigiiiK fiom gi'cnl lo litllo, froiii 
short to Jong; but (ho gonoml roiiii Rlill roiimiiia: ilis hIiII llio 
sniiio fiOiicrnIdrcBA which iacompftrnlivoly Uxod, [limigli on n vory 
slotidorroutiilntiAii; butiliKcii tliis wliioh hiRliioii nniHt ronl. Kowho 
invoiits wiili llio moot aiiccvss, or diOh.‘<nn in Iho host laslo, would 
prolMiWy, from (Jio anmo engacity cmployod lo groiUcr piirposos, 
hnvo (hVovoroil c<iiial akill, or liavo fonnod llio sanio corroot laslo, 
ill Iho liighoel labour# of art.” — <SV)' Joshua JicijnoUW .DiscourscSf 
l^Ieo. vii. 
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received os ji valid excust! for liis not aiiHM'crliig 
to every eosiml deiiiiiiul which may be iniulc on 
liini. Ar(5 a womaii’H (xanipalioiiSj (‘spceiiilly her 
elioaeii and vohmtary ones, tsver I'cf^anled as excus- 
ing her from any of u-liat are Icnned llie calls of 
fluelcty? yeareely are her inosl nccessaiy and 
recognised duties allowed an an exemption. It 
rerpiires an illness in Lho family, or sonudhing 
else Old. of lho way, La ciititk! her to 

give her own hnsincHs the precedence over other 
people's amusenuml. She must always ho at the 
hefik and cull of sonudjody, generally of everybody. 

IC she has a study or a punsuit, she must snatcli f 
liny nhai'i inlomtl which iiccidculally occurs to be | 
employed in it. A (sdebraled woman, in a work! 
which t hope will some day ho puhlished, remarks ■ 
truly iliai (nan')' thing u woman docs i.s done at odd 
Limes. Is it wondorful, then, if «lio docs not attain 
the liigJjc^Mt etnimmce in things whicli requiro con- 
sc(3Utive attention, and the conccntraliou on them 
of the ehief intorost of life ? Sncli is philosophy, 
and such, above all, is art, in which, besides the 
devotion of the thoughts and feelings, the hand , 
also must be kept in constant exercise to attain '■ 
higli skill. 

d’hcro is another considoralion to be added to 
all these. Ill tlio various arts and intellectual 
occupations, there is n degree of proficiency suin- 
cient for living by it, and there is a higher 



(Icgrcc on -fflnoh dopciid tlio groat proiliinlions 
^vliicli immortftlizc a Jiamo. To the atlaininciit 
of the formeVj tlvcvo arc adequate luotives iu tlic 
ease of nil avIio follow tlic purmiit profe-ssioimlly : 
the ofclier is Imnllj' over iittiiiiied whens there U 
Tiotj or wlierc there has not been at some; period 
of life, an ardent desire of celc'l)nty. Nolliing 
less is commonly a auHiciciifc stiuniUis Ui undergo 
the long and patient drudgery, whi(di, in tlio case 
oven of the greaU^st natural gifts, is ubsoliUcIy 
required for groat cimneneo in pursuits in wliich 
we already possess so ninny sphnulid nunnorials 
V of the higlu^st genius. Now, whether the cause 
he natural or urlilicial, women seldom have this 
eagerness for fame. Tlicir iiinlntion is gcmerally 
eoufuicd within narrower bounds, '.nie inllncneo 
they sock is over tliosc who innncdialfdy surj’ound 
them. Their desire is to he liked, loved, or ad- 
mired, by those wlioni they see witli thoii' eyes : 
and llie profieiency in knowlcilgo, arts, and ac- 
compUahmcnls, whieli is sulUeieut for Umt, uhuuat 
always contents them. Tliis is n trait of clm- 
rncter wliicb cannot ho left out of tlicj account 
in judging of wbmen m they arc. T do not at 
all bclicvo that it is inherent in women. It is 
only the iiatiu’al result of their cireumstuuces. 
Tlie love of fame in men is encouraged by edu- 
cation and opinion : to " scorn delights and live 
laborious days'^ for its sake, is accounted tho part 
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of niiiulH,” even if hpoken of as tlicir 

"last indnnity/^ and is Htiinululcal by the. access 
M'liicli faitKj to nil objc'ctw of nniljitlon, iti- 

oliuling even tl»i fuvour of women ; wliile to 
women tlHiins(‘lvos all llicso o))jecls arc closed, 
and the desire. t)r lunKJ itself considered daring 
and \inreniininc. (Ifsides, Iiow could it be tinil. 
a wonnudH interests sliould not be all concen- 
trated n{Jon the im|»ressions nmde t)ii tho.se who 
come into her daily life, wlieu socicly has or- o 
dained that all Imr duties shonld Ijc to them, and 
haa contrived that all her coinforlH should dcj)cnd 
on them? 'I'he nuliirnl desire of eonaidemlion i 
from our fellow cnailurcH is jis strong in ii woman 
as in a man; but soeiely has so ordered things 
that jmhlie (siiisuhTulion is, in all ordinary eases, 
only atUiinahUs by her through liic consideration 
of lier Inisband or f)r her iinUe relulions, wJiilc ' 
her private eonsidoration is forfeited by making 
herself imlividnally prominent, or appearing in 
any other character than that of an appendage ■ 
to Jiien. Whoever is in the least capable of 
estimating the innnenee on llio mind of tlio 
entire domestic and .social iKwitiou and the whole 
liabit of a life, must easily recognise in Unit iu- 
Huenco a complete cxjilanatiou of nearly all the 
ap}mront diil'ercnccs bolwceu women and men, 
including the whole of those which imply any 
inferiority. 




As for moral differences; considered as dis- 
tinguished from mtcllcctual; tlic (lislinolion com- 
monly drawn is to the advantage of women. 

V They arc declared to he heller Lhaii men ; an 
cin()ty complinioiit, whicli musi; provoke? a hiU(!r 
t Rjnile from every woman of spirit, siuec- there, is 
I no other .situalioii in life in which it i.s Iho esta- 
’ ])Hslicd order, and eon.siderc^d quite luitiiral and 
' Hultahlc, that Che hotter should obey Uie, worse. 
If lliis piece of idle talk is good for anytliing, it 
is only as an udinijvsioii ])y men, of tlie coiTnj)Ling 
iuducuco of jKju'cr ; for that i.s eertaiuly the; 
ojily truth which the faet, if it he ji fiiet, cilher 
proves or illuslrate.s. And it is true? that .servi- 
tude, except when it aetuiilly hriUali{5C.H, though 
corrupting to both, is less so to the slaves than 
to the slavc-mastens. Ttis whohjsomcr for tlic 
moral nature to he restrained; oven by arhitniry 
power, than to he allowed to exorcise uvbitrav'y 
power without rcHlraint. Women, it is said, 
I scldomcr fall under tlic penal law — contribute a 
mnehamaUev number of offenders to the criminal 
calcudni’, limn men. I doubt not that the .same 
thing may be said, witli the same trutli, of negro 
slaves. Those who arc under the coulvol ot 
other's cumiot often commit crimes, unless at tlic 
command and for the purposes of their mastcr.s, 
I do not know a more signal instance of the 
blindness with which the world, including the 


herd of Hludioius inou, ij^tioro and pass over ivll 
the iiidiuiiKioH of Hocial (.•irouniHtuneeH, limn their 
»illy depreeiatlou of llio iutelliadiuil, imd willy 
jmnej^yView on the nioralj naliiro of women. 

'L'iio {.'ompUmenUiry dielmu iihoiit women^H 
.superior nioriil K‘»odnrss may ho allowed to pair 
oft’ willi lilt! diK|mi’a;{iiif( one reH))eeLin^ Ihe.ir 
{'renter liability t(» moral liiaa. Women, we are 
told, are not (:a|m))le «>f resiHting their ]icr.sonal 
pai'tiidities : Liudr jud{;;mont in grave ad'uirH is 
warped by tludr KympalliieH and antipathies. 
AHsuming it to In? no, it is wlill to be {iroved that 
women ur(5 oJVemu’ mi.sie<l by their personal 
feeling.s than men by their personal interests. 
The eliie.l' dlHevom-o woultl Kctnii in that ease to , 
hcj that men are led IVoiii tlii) eoiirwo of tbity 
and the public; inUu’CHl. by their regard for them- ( 
selves, Women (not being allowed to have private 1 
iiiLeresls of their own) by tlieir regard for some- j 
1]ody ols(!. It is also to bo considered, tliat all '' 
the ediuaitioii winch women rcccivo from society ; 
inenleates on them llic feeling that the individnals 
eonneelcd v'itli tliem arc tlie only ones to whom 
they owe any duty — •the only ones wliosn interest . 
tliey arc called upon to euro for; ndiile, as far as 
ednculion is concerned, they are left strangers ' 
even to tlio cicmcnftu-y ideas whicli arc ]ji-csiip- ! 
po.sed in any iutelligout regard for larger iu- 
leruats or liigher moral objects. The complaint 


{igninst them resolves iIhcH moroly into this, 
that they fulfil only too failUfully llio sole duty 
wliich they urc laiifjdit, and almost the only oiio 
wliich they arc jicrmittcd to pnmtiso. 

M'Uc conccssioua of the privileged to the. nn- 
privileged arc so seldom brouglit uhoul by any 
liettcr motive than llie pniver of the unprivileged 
to extort them, tlial any avguineiUa against the 
prerogative of sox arc likely Lo be lillle allemlcd 
to by the gciiernlily, as long as llioy are able lo 
say lo Ihcimelvcs that women do not eomplaiu 
of it. That fact certainly enables men to relain 
the unjust privilege .some time longer; but docs 
not render it 1c.sh unjust, hlxaidly the same 
thing may be said of the women in llic bannn of 
au Oriental: they do not complain of not being 
allowed the freedom of Knvopean women. 'Hiey 
think our women insnncrably bold and inifeini- 
niuc. How rarely it is that even men complain 
of the general order of society; and how Tiiucb 
^ rarer still would sncli complaint be, if tlu7 did 
not know of any differcut order existing any- 
where else. Women do not complain of the 
general lot of women ; or rather tlicy do, for 
plaintive elegies on it arc very common in the 
writings of women, and wero still more so us 
long as the lamcntutioiiH could not he su.spcctcd 
of having any practical object. Their complaints 
are like tho complaints which men make of the 
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general unsaliHfiietfjrine.sH (»r liuninii life; tlicy 
lire not nn’iint to iinjily hiinuOj or to jilcad for 
any cliangt^. lint tliough woinoii do not coni- > 
plain {)f (lie power of IuihIjuihIs, <;acli eoiiijilains ; 
of her own luishiuul, or of the luisbaiulH of lior ! 
friends. U is the same in all uthor cases of * 
servitude, at least in the eoininencunictit of the 
emancipatory movenieut. Tho serfs did not at 
first complain of the power of their lords, but 
only of their tyranny. 'I'ho Commons began by 
claiming a few mnnieipul privilcgta; they noxt 
asked an c.xempllon for tbcmsclvea from being 
taxed without llie.ir own consent; but they ivonld 
at that Uuui have thought it a great presumption 
to claim any Hhare in tho king’s sovereign nntho- 
rily. Tho caso of ivomen is now tho only case 
in which to rohol against cslablislied rules is still 
looked upon with the same oyos ns was formerly 
a subject’s claim to the right of rebelling against 
his king. A ivomau who joins in any movcinont 
whieli licr husband disapproves, makes horsolf a 
martyr, witliout even being able to bo an apostlo, 
for tho hushami can legally put a stop to her 
apostlcship. Women cannot be expected to | 
devote themselves to the emancipation of w'omen, | 
until men in considerable number arc propwed •: 
to join with them in tho umlnrtaking. 
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rcmmiiH ii qiiosLioii, iioL of less im 
jiortiuicc than Uiosc already disoussed, aiu 
which will bo asked the most importunately 
lliosc oppouonLs udiosc conviction in .somcwlia 
!ilmkcu on the main point. What good arc \V( 
to expect from the changos proposed in on 
customs and institutions ? Would mankind hi 
at all belter oil’ if \vou\on were free? If uol 
M'hy disturb their iniiids, and attempt to mak' 
a social revolution in the name of an absti-ac 
right ? 

U is hardly to be expected that lliia qucstioi 
will be asked in respect to Lho cliangc propoaci 
in the condition of svomcn in marriago. 'I'li 
suficrings, immorulitios, evils of all sorts, producci 
ill inmimcrablo cases by the subjection of indi 
vidixal women to individual men, are far to 
terrible to be ovorloolccd. Unthinking or un 
candid persons, counting tlioso oaso.s alone wind 
arc extreme, or wliich attain publicity, may sa 
that the evils arc cxccplioiml; but no ono ca: 
be Ijlind to their existence, nor, in many cosci 
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to their inlrnsify. Ami it is porfi’olly obvious 
that llu'. iil)UH(? of llio power eiuniot bo viny juncli 
cliockcd wliihi fl«e jjower rjuuniiia. It is a jjowor ^ 
given, oj- oil'ensl, not to good men, f)r to dcoeiitly 
i’cs{)(:(!lid)l(! bill- (<» nil men ; tlie most brulfil, 
and the most (udmimil. Them is no check but 
(liat (d' ojiinion, and mudi men aro in genern) 1 
widiiu llie vcmdi of no opinion but tliat of men | 
like themsclvi's. If smdi men did not Ijvutnlly 
lynuniize ovju’ ilie one biniian being wliom tin; 
law eonipels to boar overytJiing from tJmn), soeiefy 
must alr{uuly Inive reached a jHiradisincul state. 
'I'hen^ {!ould be no ne(‘(l any longer of laws to 
curb uuuds vieioim propejmilies. Aslrfca must 
not only haeo returned to earlli, Imt Ihc heart of 
llm M'orst mun must bav(^ Ixiconio licr temple. Tlio 
law of a(U‘vi(ude in marriage is a monstrous eon- 
tradietioii to all the principles of tlio modern world, 
and to all tlio exporionce tlirongli whicli tliosc 
])riiuu[)le.s have been .slowly and painfully worked 
out. It is the HohMJnac, now I hat negro shivery has 
been abolisbed,in w'hudi ahumunbeiiigintbo pleni- 
tude of every faenUy is delivered up to the tender 
mercies of another hiiinnu being, in the hope 
fnr.soolh that this other will nso the power solely 
for the good of the i)cr.soii subjected to it. 
Marriage is the only actual bondage known to I 
our law. Tlicre remain no legal slaves, except ‘ 
the mistress of every hoxise. 
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It is not, tlierofuvc, on this pfirt of tho subject, 
that the question is likely to be askcfl, Cid bono? 
We may he toUl iluvt the evil wowUl outweigh 
the good, but the reality ol‘ the ^oud tidinits of 
no (liKj[)uLc. Ill rcganl, however, to the larger 
question, the rcmovnl of women’s disablliLics — 
tlieir recognition as t)ie equals of men in nil that 
belongs to eitizeiiship — tlie opening to them of 
all honourable einploynieiils, and of tlio training 
and ednention wliicli ([ualifies for llioso employ- 
ments — there arc luuuy persons for whom it is 
not enough that the iueipuvUty has uo just or 
IcgiUmalo defence; tliey require tu 1)0 told 
wltnl express advantage would be obtained by 
abolishing it. 

To which let me firet answer, the advantage of 
having the most universal and ])ervading of all 
luunau relations regulated by justice instead of 
iiijusliec. The vast amount of tliis gain to 
human nature, it is hardly \)Ossiblc, by any expla- 
nation or iUuBlvaUon, to place in a stronger light 
than it is placed by the bare statement, to any one 
who attaches a moral meaning to words. All the 
scUish propensities, the self-worship, theunjnstsclf- 
profcrcncc, wliioh exist among mankind, Jiave their 
souw^o and root in, and derive their jirincipal 
nourishment from, the present constitution of the 
relation bctM-con men and women. Tiiink what 
it is to a boy, to grow up to manhood in the 


l)cllof tluit witlioul any inoril or any nxcvlion of 
liis own, Ihouijh lio may lie tlio most frivolous 
nml empty or tlm most jgiumiiit am] sttjlid of 
maiikiml, by tbo im'i’i; fiust of Ijciiig born a main 
lie is by right the sn))nnnr of all and tivery one 
of an (‘iilire half of the human race: hichuling 
|jrnbal)ly «ome whoso real .su|»cru>rit.y to lilmself 
he lias daily or lioiirly oeciisum to feel j but even 
if in his wliolo eondnot lio Imbitually follows 
a woman’s giiidannc, still, if ho is a fool, sho 
tiiinlcs tliat of ooursc she is not, and cannot bo, 
cipud in ability iiiul judgment to himself ; and if 
he is not a fmd, he does worse — ho sees Unit sho 
is superior to him, and believes lluil, notwithstand- 
ing her superiority, he is enlillod to eommnml and 
slio is hound to obey. Wliat must be tbo cfTcut 
on liis eliaraoler,or this lesson V And men of the 
cultivated ehisses are often not aware how dcojily 
it sillies into the immense majority of malo minds. 
I'\)r, among right-feeling and wcll-lned people, tlio 
ineipmlily is kept as jimeh as possible out of sight ; 
above all, out of sight of the children. As much 
obedience is required from boys to tbeir mother 
as to tlicir father: tlicy are not permitted to 
domineer over their sisters, nor arc they acous- 
lomcd to see these postponed to them, but the 
contrary; the compousations of the chivalrous 
feeling being made prominout, wliilo tlio servitude 
which requires them is kept in, the backgrouud. 



thus oitcu cscftpc the Dad miiuoiiccs oi uio suuu- 
liou ia Uicir onrly ycars^ and oidy (:xi)crli:iu:c ihcni 
when, avvived al auiuliood, tlicy fall untU-v the 
(lojuiniou of facts as tlicy really exist. JSueli 
people arc Utile nwavo, wliini a Uoy is iliflevenlly 
Inought up, Imu' early Llie notion of lii.s inherent 
superiority to a girl arises in his mind; how it 
grows with his growth uud stre.ugtheus with his 
strength; how it is iaouuhilcd by one .selioolboy 
upon nnolljer j how cnvly the youth thinks him- 
self superior to Iiis mother, o^^’ing lier perliaps 
forbeariuiee, but no ren) resjjeet; and lio\r sublime 
uud suUau-likc a souse of superiority lie feels, 
above all, over tlu; wojnau wboni bo hoiioiu’s by 
udmitliug her to a partnevship of his life. I» it 
imagined that all tins docs not pervert the whole 
inaaucr of existcaco of the man, both ns an in- 
dividual uad as a social being? It is iiu exact 
parallel to the feeling of a liercditury king- that 
ho is excellent above others by being bora a king, 
or a noble by being born a noble. Tlio relation 
between husband and xvifo is very like tlait 
between lord and vassal, except that llio wife is 
liold to more uulinuted obedience than the vassal 
wiis. itowever the vassal’s cluuuetcr may liavc 
been nlfcctcd, for better and for worse, by his 
snbovdinnlion, who cun help seeing that the lord’s 
was Rflfcclcd gi*catly for the worse ? whether he was 


led to bolievo lliiit luH vassals woro rciilh' utiperior 
to Jiiiiisc'lb or tfj ((sd tlmt lio was plarod in rom- 
inimd ()vrr])uoj)U; as ^r()(j(l nn luinsrlb for no merits 
or labours of bis own, but iiKU'oly for having, us 
i''igui'o says, taken tbo Iroubln to bo born. Tho 
Hcir-M’orsliiii of tbo moivandi, or of the feudal supe- 
rior, is nmtebod )}j' tlifi solf-worsbip of tho in/ilo. 
lliunaii beings do not grow up from cbildhood in 
tbo. posscHsiou of uiHuinu'd distinclionsj ^y^Ulotlt 
plumuig theniHi'lveH upon them. Tboso whonil 
privileges not ae([nii'(Ml i)y their merit, and wlueli ; 
tliny I'luil to be. iljs|)j'oporiioM{?(l to it, iiwpirowitli 
uddilioind humility, are always the few, and tbc 
best few. Tlie rest two only inspired willi pride, , 
and tijo worst H(»rL of pride, tliat wliic.ii values' 
itself upon fufcidental advantages, not of its own 
achieving. Above all, wbou the feeling of being 
raised above tbo whole of the other sex is com-\ 
biued with personal uutbovity over one individual/ 
among tliemj the situation, if a school of cou-1 
scicnlioii.s and airL‘elio)m}o forboarnneo to tJ)oso’ 
whose strongest i)oints of elmraulcr arc conscience 
and aObetion, is to men of another quality a re- 
gularly constituted Academy or Gymnasium for 
training tliem in arroganco and ovcrlwariiigucss ; 
which vices, if curbed by the certainty of resistance 
in their intercourse >vitb other men, their equals, 
break out towards all who are in a position to bo 
obliged to tolerate tliora, and often revougo tlicm-’ 
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selves u\>on the unfortunate wife for tUc involun- 
tary rcstmint wliicli they are obliged to submit to 
clscwliorc. 

The cxomplo afforded, and the eduealkni given 
to the HonlimciitH, by laying the foundation of 
domesUe cxistonc(^ mion a relation contradietory 
to tlui first priiieiplcs of sotnal justire, must, from 
t1\(i very )\atuvc of man, have a pewertiug iuthv- 
enec of suoh magiiiliidc, that it is hardly })ossiblo 
with onr i)rcsont experience to raise; our imagi- 
nations to the eoneeptiou of so great a change 
for the boiler as would be niadu l)y Us removal. 
All that education and civilization arc doing to 
on’aco the iufluenccs on clmraoter of tlie law of 
force, and replace them by those of justice, remains 
merely on the surface, ns long as the citadel of 
the enemy is not attacked. T)io principle of tlio 
niodci'u movement in morals and poUties, is that 
(londuct, and conduct alone, entitles to respect i 
liiat not what men arc, bnt what tlicy do, con- 
stitutes their claim to dorcronce j that, above all, 
merit, ami not birth, is the only righthU claim to 
imwcr and authority. Tf no authority, not in its 
nature temporary, were allowed to one human 
^ being over another, society would not be cm- 
• ployed in building up propensities with one hand 
which it has to curb with tho other. TIio child 1 
would really, for tho first time in maids oxistonce 
on earth, be Iraiuod in tho way ho should go, aud 
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M'Jion lio was old llioro would bo a cliajicc t))at ' 
lie would not depart Irom it. Hut ko long as tlio 
riglit of tlio Htvong to power over the weak rules 
in tlio very iuuirt of soeioty, tlie ntlcmpt to inidco 
tlie equal riglifc of IIk; weak the pniiclplo of its 
outward aetioua will always 1)0 an u))hill struggle; 
for tlio law of jualicc, which ia also that of 
Christiauity, will never got possession of incn^s 
iinnost Houtiments; they will ho working against 
it, even when bending lo it. 

The Hoeoiid benolit to ho ex]»octcd from giving 
lo wouum tlio free uso of their faculties, by leav- 
ing tlu'iu the free <!hoicc of their cm]>loynu;nt 6 , 
and opciiiiig to them the same Held of occupation 
and tlic Hume jnr/ea and encotirngcmenls us lo 
othor human beings, would bo tliat of doublingf ^ 
the mass of mental fuenllies available for tboL 
Iiiglicr bci'vioc of Immunity. Whore tlicro is now 
one persoJi qunlilicd lo bc«c/it mankijid and 
jn’omoto the general improvement, as a public 
t:oachcr,or uii administrator of some branch of pub- 
lic or socdal alfalrs, tlierc would then be a chance of 
two. Mental superiority of any kind is at iircsont 
everywhere so much below the demand; there is 
sueli a deiicioncy of porsois compotout to do 
exccUeiitly anything which it requires any con- 
siderable amount of ability to do ; that tlio loss 
lo the world, by refusing to make use of onc-half 
of the w'holo quantity of talcut it possesses, is 


(5xtrcmcly acrious. It is Inio tlml this mnouiU 
of mental power is not totally lost. Miuili oJ 
it is employed, and would in any ease be cm- 
ployed, in domestic managcineut, and in the few 
other occuptilions open lo women; ami from Ui( 
renmiader indirect hiuK-fit is in many iiidividna 
eiusoH obtained, through tlie p(n-sonaI innuena 
of individual women over individual men. llu' 
these benefits arc partial ; Iheiv range is oxtromolj 
eirenmseribed; and if they must ho admitted, ui 
the one hand, as a deduction from tlie aniuun 
ol' fn'sli social power that would bo iiequircd hi 
giving freedom to ouc-half of the wliole sum o 
human inUdlcot, there innst be added, on ih 
f other, the hcncfit of the stimulus that would hi 
I given to the intellect of nicii by the oonipotitioii 
or (to use a more true expression] by the iicccs.sit; 
that would ho impoHcd on them of dcserviuj 
preecdeney before lliuy could expect to obtain it. 

This great accession to tlio intcllnctiml powc 
of tlio .species, and to the amount of iutellec 
available for the good munngemont of its affaii't 
would be obtained, partly, through the better an 
It more coiiipleto intellectual education of w'omci 
which would thou improve pjo‘i with tin 
of men. Women in general would he brought n 
equally capable of uudoratauding business, puhli 
affairs, and tUo higher nialtevs of specnhilion, wit 
men ju the same class of society ; and the sclc( 
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few of Ulo one; rh wcrll ns of iho otliiu’ sex^ M’Iio 
were (luiilifii’il not only to ojunpreliciul wliat is 
dune or Llioii^lit l)y oLluu’s, but iu lliink or do 
8om(dlung oouHidemblo tIicinxcI\x‘H, would meet 
witli tlio Kfutie. ffieilitieH for iiii(ii'ovitig iitid Iraiiiing 
llicir enpjieilifs in ibe ono .sex ah in tbc otlior. 

Ill Ibis M-iiy, Llie widening of llio sjihero of iicLion 
for M'onmii wtmid openilo for good, by raising 
Llieir education to tlio level of Unit of men', and 
making the one participalo iu all improvements 
made iu Uk! other. Jlnt iiidepetidenUy of Uiw, 
the mere breaking down of (he barrier would of 
itself liave an edneatioiml virtue of Uio liigheat A 
worth. Till! mere gelling rid of the idea llmt all 
the wider subjeetH of lliouglit and aetiim, all the 
tilings wliieii arc of general ami not solely of 
private iiitere-Ht, are men’s business, from ulilch 
women are to be warned oil* — positively interdicted 
from moat of it, coldly tolerated iu tbc little 
whicli is allowed tiicni — Uio mere couscionsnoss a ' 
woman would then have of being a human being 
like any otiicr, entitled to choose her piu'suits, 
urged or invited by tbc same induccinonls as any 
one else to interest hci'Hclf in whatever is in- 
teresting to human beings, entitled to exert the 
share of iunucnec on all human concerns which 
belongs to au individual opinion, wlictlicr slie 
attempted actual participation in them or not — 
tills alone would eflbet an immense expansion of 



the laoultics of women, ns well as enlargement of 
the range of their moral scntiiiionU. 

llcBules the addition to the lunount of indi- 
vidual talent avuihiblo for tlie (’omluet of human 
alVaira, whieli ecrlninly arc not at j)irs{mt so 
ubwndantly provided in that rc8)>cc’.t that tlvcy 
call ad'ord to dispense witli ono-lmlf of wlmt 
nature proflors; tlu; opinion of women wouhl tlien 
possess a more benoHeial, rallior ilian a gvealtn*, 
indueuee upon the gcitcral mass of iumnin belief 
ami sentiment. 1 say n more l)oueneiiil, rather 
Ilian a greater inllucnec} for tho inllncncc of 
women over tho general tone of opinion has 
always, or at least from the earliest known period, 
been very considerable. Tlio inlhicuco of motliers i 
on the cai'ly churacter of their sons, and tlio 
desire of young men to rcconnncnd thoiUHelvcs to 
young women, liavo in all recorded times l) 0 on 
imiJorlaut agcncic.s in the fonnatlou of cha- 
racter, and have determined sente of the chief 
steps in the progress of eiviliy.atiou. Kvou in 
tho Homeric age, towards tlio Tpwa^nc 

t\Kt(ri7rLir\i}vc is an acknowledged and ijowcrful 
motive of action \\\ the groat Hector. The moral 
iunucncc of women lias had two modes of opora- 
f tion. yimt , it has been a softening inllucncc. 
Those who were most liable to be the viotima 
of violence, have naturally tended os mucli as they 
could towards limiting its sphere and mitigating 


fighting. In gcncriil, thoso mIio Imvo been Iho 
gi’catOHt siilU-rcTH l)y llio indnlgouco of selfish 
passioiij have been Dio most earnest .snpportors of 
any inorul Iiiw whieli oflercil a means of In’iclling 
passion. Wonum mwo powerfully inslruincnlnl 
ill iinlneing the iiorlbern eoinjnerors to adopt 
the erei’il of (lliristiunity, a creed so much more 
favourable, to wummi than any that ju'cccdccl it. 
Tlio conversion of tlio Anglo-Saxons and of the 
Vranks may be said to have been begun by ll\o 
wives of I'llhelberi and Clovis. The other mode 
in wliieh the ellbet of women's opinion has been 
conspicuoii.Sj is by giving a [lowcrful stimulus to/ 
tho.se ipialUies in men, which, not being thom-l 
selves trained in, it was necessary for thorn that.J 
they shonid find in their jirotcctors. Courage,^ 
and the niililary virtues gonorally, have at all 
times hoen greatly indebted to the desire wliiclr 
men felt of being admired by women : and the 
stimulus reaches tar beyond tin’s one class of 
eminent (puililics, since, by a very natural offoet 
of tlicir ptx'filion, the best passport to tlic ad- 
miratiuu and favour of women has always been 
to bo thought highly of by men. From the 
coinbinatiou of the two kinds of moral iu- 
fluonco thus oxoreised by women, arose the spirit 
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of cliivalry : tlie peculiarity of wln’cli is, to aim at 
combining tbc highest staudavd of the ^varUke 
qualities ^vilh the cultivation of a totally diflcrciit 
class of virtues — those of gentleness, generosity, 
and self-abnegation, towards the non-military and 
dcfenecless classes generally, and a special sub- 
mission and worship diivctcd towards womcii; wlio 
were distiuguishftd from the other defenceless' 
classes by tlu5 high rewards whhdi they had it 
in their power voluntarily to bestow on those 
who cudenvonred to earn their favour, instead of 
extorting their subjection. Tliongh the practice of 
chivalry fell r.venmore sadly abort of its theoretic 
standard tlian practice generally falls below Ihcoj’y, 
it remains one of the most precious monuments of 
the. moral history of onr race ; as a remarkable in- 
stance of a concerted and organized attempt by a 
most disorganized and distracted society, to raise 
up and cai-ry iulo practice a moral ideal greatly 
in advance of its social condition and institutions ; 
so much so as to have been coinplctely frustrated 
in the main object, yet never entirely inefficacious, 
and which has left a most sensible, and for the 
most part a highly valuable impress on the ideas 
and feelings of all subsequent times. 

The chivalrous ideal is the acme of the 
influence of women’s scutiments on the moral 
^cultivation of mankind: and if women arc to 
remain in their subordinate situation, it were 
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greatly to l)c Itiinciilcd Unit llic eliivalrons staii- 
iliU’d should huvo passed away, for it is tlic only‘ 
one at all cvipahlc of iiiiligaling llio (Iciuovnli/aiig; ' 
itidueiices (d' Umt posilioit. llui the clnmgos in 
tlic general state of the species rendered inevi- 
Ifthle Ujo substitution of « i<dtilly di/llirciit ideal of 
morality for tlie chivalrous one. (Chivalry -was 
tin; attempt to iufusc moral elements into a statci 
of .soei(‘ty in whidi everyllniigdnpended I'or i^ood 
or evil on individual jmnvess, under tlie softening 
innuGiiees of individual delicacy and generosity. 
Ju modern soeielios, all ihing.s^cvon in tlio militnry 
d(^partinonl of anuir.H, arc deoulod, not by indi- 
vidual eflort; hut i)y the (amdnned operations of 
immljci'sj wldle the main occupation of society 
has (ihanged from lighting to business, from mili- 
tary to industrial life. 'J’lic exigencies of tho 
new life are no more cxelusivo of the virtues of 
generosity than those of tlic old, but it no 
longer entirely depends on them. The main foun- 
dalioiiH of the moral life of modern times must 
be justice, and prudence j tho respect of each 
foi' tho rights of every olljcr, and llic ability 
of each to talco care of himself. Chivalry left 
without legal clicck all forms of wrong wdiicli 
reigned unpunislicd throughout society ; it o)dy 
encouraged a few to do right iu preference to 
wrong, by the direction it gave to the instruments 
of praise and admiration. But tlic real depoii- 
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(Icncc of luoraUty must nlwiiys bo. u^iou its pcunl 
sanctions — its power to deter from evil. 'I’lie 
security of society eamiot rest on merely rendering 
honour to riglit, a motive so comparatively weak in 
all but a few, and which ou very many does not 
operate at all. Mtidern soeielyis able to repress 
wrong through all depurtincnls of life, by a 111 
exertion of the superior strciigtli wlii(;h civiliza- 
tion has given it, and tlui.s to render tho cxi.s- 
tonee of the weaker members of society (no 
longer (IcrencelcHs but jjrolceti'd by law) loh;- 
rablo to them, witliout reliance on llio cliivalrons 
feelings of those who lire in a position to tyran- 
ni'/.c. 'I'Uc beauties and graces of the cbivalrous 
clmractcr arc sUU what they wcrc^ but the rights 
of tho weak, and the general comfort of huinau 
life, now rest ou a far sm er ami sloiidicr support} 
ov rather, they do so in every relation of life 
cxcoi)t the conjugal. 

At •})rescnt the moral inlliumcc of women is 
no Ie.s» rchl, but it is no longer of so marked 
and dcfiiiito a cluiractcr i it has more nearly 
merged in the general iniluence of public opinion. 
Both ihrougli llio contagion of sympathy, and 
llirougli tho desire of men to shine in the eyes 
of women, their feelings have great efreefc in 
keeping alive wUut remaiuH of the chivalrous 
ideal — in fostering the scntimculs and conlimiing 
tho traditions of spirit and generosity. In these 
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points of cliaraoltn’, llicir ataudanl is liiglicr tlmii 
tl\at of nuni j in i\w. cpmiily of justice, somcwlifit 
lov'cr. Aa j'(‘g}mls llio relations of private life 
it ivmy 1){! Hiiid jjoncn'allyj Lluil tlicir influence is, 
on Uui wUok', oneonvngnig to the softer virtues, 
(liacouriiging to lluj Htonier: lltongli the state- 
ment must Ije liikon witli nil llic modifications 
dependent on iudividnal elumietcv. In Die 
chief of the gnmler trials to ■which virtue is 
auhjeet in the eoneorns of life — the eunlliet be- 
tween interest and principle — the tendency of 
women’s infliumee is i)f u very mixed cliavactcr. 
When tlio principle involved happens to be one 
of the very few which the. eouvse of Uieiv vcU- 
gions or moral inlucatioii 1ms strongly impreased 
upon tlicms(!lve.s, tlioy arc potent aiixiliarios to 
virtue j and their hushanda and sous arc often 
lirompted by tlumi to acts of abnegation which 
they never would Iiavo been cajiablo of without 
that stimulus, Hut, with tlio present 9 ducatioii 
and position of women, tho moral principles 
wliicli iuive been impressed on them cover but a 
comparatively small part of tlic field of virtue, 
and arc, moreover, principally negative; forbid- 
ding particular acts, but having little to do witli 
•tlic general direction of tho thoughts and pur- 
poses. I am afraid it must be said, tliat disiiitc- 
I'cstedncss in tho general conduct of life — the 
devotion of the energies to purposes which hold 
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out no promise of private atlvantnges to tin 
family — ia very seldom cucouriiged or supportcc 
l)y womcn^s iuducucc. It is small blame to then 
that they discourage objects of which they hav( 
not learnt to see the advantage, and which with 
draw their luoii from tlicm, and from tlie iiilcrcsl. 
of the family. But the consequence ia tlui 
wonion^s inlliieneo is ofton anything but favour 
able to publie virtue. 

\Yoiuen have, however, some share of inllneuci 
in giving tiictouo to public moraliUea since thei 
sphere of action has beciv a little widened, am 
siuco a cousulevahlc number of them have oc(ui\uc( 
themselves practically in the promotion oi' ohjeud 
reaching beyond their own Ihmily and household 
The iulluencc of women cuurils for a great dea 
in two of tlic most marked featnroH of modcri 
European life — its avei*sion to war, audits addic 
tion to pliilantliropy. lOxeellent clmraetcrisLic 
both; but unhapj)iiy, if tiic inlluoneo of M’omci 
is valuable iii the encouragement it gives to thes 
feelings in general, in t)io particular apidieation 
tljc direction it gives to them is at least as oftc: 
niiscliicvous as useful. In the pbilantbvoj)ie de 
partment move particularly, the t^Yo province 
chicily eultivaUul by ^Yomcu arc religious prose 
lyLism and charity. Kcligious pvosclyLiam n 
home, is but another word for embittering o 
religious animosities : abroad, it is usually 
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blind running at an objoct, wittiout citlior know- 
ing or heeding tluj fatal iniHohiofa — fatal to llie 
religious ol)jcet itself as well os to all otlior 
desiraijlo o 1 )j(;ets — wliieli may be produced by tlic 
moana (unployed. As for charity, it is a matter V' 
in wliich Iho imniediato eft'eot on tlio persons 
directly concerned, and tlic ultimate consequonco 
to tlio g(ni(!ral good, are apt to bo at complete 
war wltli 0110 another: wliilo the education given 
to M'oineu — an ediuiatioii of the sentiments ratlicr 
than of the nuderataiuliug — ami the Imbit incul- 
cated ])y tlioir wliulo life, of looking to imrao- 
diatc olluetH on porsouH, and not to remote cftccts 
on classes of persona — make them botli unable 
to Hco, and unwilling to admit, the ultimate evil 
tendency of any form of cluirity or philantiu'opy 
which commonds itself to their sympailiclic fecl- 
iiiga. 'J'lio great and coiitimmlly increasing mass 
of unciiliglUcncd and sliortsightcd benevolence, 
M'hicli, taking tho caro of people’s lives out of 
tlioir own liands, and relieving them from the 
disagrccalile consequences of their own acts, saps 
tlio very foundations of the self-respect, scif-liclp, 
and self-control wliich arc the essential condi- 
tions both of individual prosperity and of social 
virtue — this waste of resources and of benevolent 
feelings in doing harm instead of good, is im- 
mensely swelled by women’s contributions, and 
stimulated by their iuHuenco. Not that this is 
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a mistake likely to be made by women, \vlici'c 
they liavc actually the practical management of 
.schemes of bcnoficcncc. It .sometimes happens 
that women who administer public elmrities — willi 
that msigUt into present fact, and , especially into 
the ininds and feelings of those with whom they 
are in immediate contact, i\^ •which women gene- 
rally excel men — recognise in tho clearest manner 
the dcmoraliicing inlhnniec of the alm.s given or 
tho lieli) aHorded, and could give losson.s on the 
subject to many a male political economist. IhiO 
women who only givo theii’ niojicy, and arc not 
bwHight face to face with the oncetH it produces, 
how can they be expected to foresee them ? A 
woman born to tl\c present lot of women, and 
content with it, how should she appreciate the 
value of self-dependence? She is not self-de- 
pendent; she is not taught solf-depoudoncc ; hoi 
destiny is to receive everything A'om others, and 
why should what is good onongli for her be bad 
for the poor? Her familiar notions of good arc 
of ble.ssings dc.sccnding from a superior. She 
forgets that she is not free, and that the pool 
arc; that if what they need is given to them un 
earned, they cannot ho compelled to earn it ; tha 
everybody cannot bo taken care of by everybody 
but there must be some motive to induce iicoxih 
to take care of themselves ; and that to be hclpcc 
to help thoinsclvcs, if they are pliysically capable 
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of it, in Uic oiilj' cliuvily wliicli proves to be 
cimniy in lliu nnl. 

Tlieso eniiKideralioiiH hIiow bow the 

part wliicli wouiou take in tlic formation of 
genera! opinion, would ho modiHcd for tiic bettor 
l)y tliat moj'o enlarged inslruction, and jn'f^elical 
eonvcvsaney witli the things wliicli tlicir opiniona 
iidlnoneci, that would ncecHaarily arise from tlicir 
sooial and political cinaucipatiou. But ilic im- 
pi'ovcmcuL it would work through tlio influcnco 
they oxTiYiiso, each in her own family, would be 
sLili more romarkablo. 

It is often aaid that in the classes most ck- 
jjosed to temptation, a mfln^s wife and children 
tend to keep him honcat and rcapcr.tuhle, l)Otli hy 
the M'ife’.H direct ijdluenec, and by llic conoovn ho 
fcols for tlieir fntnro welfare. 'J’bis may be so, 
and no doubt often is so, with tliosc wbo arc 
more M'oak tlmu wioked; and this boncHcial in* 
flucnco would bo jircscrvcd and strcngtliened' 
under equal laws; it docs not dopond on tho 
womau^s servitude, but is, on the contrary, dimi- 
nished hy tho disrespect which the inferior class : 
of men always at heart feel towards tliose who i 
arc subject to tlicir power. But when wo ascend 
higher in the scale, wo como among a totally 
(Ufi'eront set of moving forces. The wife’s in- 
lluonco lends, ns far as it goes, to jircvcnt tho 
hushaud from falling bolow the common standard 



of approbftUon of tlic country. It tends quite ns 
strongly to liindcr Inin from rising nbovc it. 
TJio wife is the ttuxilinry of llio common ])ul)lic 
ojiinion. A man who is nifirricd to a wommi 
his infenor in iutcUigcncc, tiiuls her a perpetual 
(lend weight, or, worse tlinn n (lend weight, n 
drag, upon every nspirniion of his to bo better 
than public opinioii reepnres him to be. It is 
Imrdly possible for one who is in llicso bonds, tc 
attain exulted virtue. If he dill’evs in his ojiinioi 
from the mns-s — if he sees truths whicli luivo no! 
yet dawned upon thorn, or if, feeling in his honri 
truths which they nominally rccoguiso, he wouU 
like to act up to those truths more eonscicU' 
tiously than the genoraUly of mankind — to al 
such tlioiights and desires, marriage is the heavies 
of drawbacks, unless ho ho so forturmto ns t< 
liave a wife as much above the common level a 
lio liimscif is. 

X*’ov, in the first place, thevo is always sonv 
sncri/ico of personal interest required j oitlicr o 
social cousc(iuouco, or of pocimiiiry means j por 
haps the risk of oven tho means of suhsistciicc 
Tlicso sacrifices and risks lie may bo willing t' 
encounter for lumBclfj but ho will pause befor 
ho imposes them on liis family. And his fnmil; 
in this case means his wifo and daughters ; fo 
ho always hopes that liis sons will fcol as he feel 
himself, and that what ho cau do witliout, the; 
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n'ill do wiUiont, willioffly, in tlio same canso. 
Jkit ]ii8 (lfmfclitoi’8 — marriage may dcjicnd 
upon it : uiiH iuH wife, who ia unable to ont(!r 
into or undorsland tlio objcclH for which thesso 
Hacrificca are nuide — who, if aho thouglit tlicm 
worth any Nacrilu'C, Wfjuld think ao on trust, and 
solely for his aulcc — who nan pavlicipato in nono 
of the ciitlinsiiimn or the snlf-approbalion l>o 
liiinsclf may for), while thn things which lie is 
disposed to Nacrifioo arc all in all to licr; will 
not the best and moat unaclliah man hesitate 
tlio longest licioro bi'inging on her this consc- 
{picnco? If it he not the comforts of life, hut 
only social r.onMidcration, that is at slake, tlm 
hurthen upon hia conacicnco and feelings is still 
very RC.vero. AVhoevnv lias a wife and children 
has given hostages to Mrs. (Iruiidy. The appro- 
bation of fclial; potentate may bo a mattor of in- 
dillcrcncc to him, but it is of groat importance 
to Ins wife. Tho man hiinsoif may be above 
ojhnion, or may find sullicicnt compensation in 
the opinion of tliosc of his own way of thinking. 
But to Iho women connected with him, ho can 
oflbr no compensation. Tlic almost invariable 
tendency of tho wife to placo hcrinfluonco in the 
samo scnlowitli social considcrntioii, is sometimes 
made a roproacli to wnricn, and represented ns 
a peculiar trait of feebleness and childishness of 
eliaractcr in thorn : surely with groat injustice. 
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Society makes tUc whole life of a woinnu^ iu the 
onay classes, a coutimicd yclf-sacrifiec j it exacts 
from her an unremitting veslvaint of tlu) ^Yholc 
of her natural indiimtions, tiiwl tlic .sole rotnni it 
makes to her for what often deserres the name 
of a martyixlom, is eousidevatiou. Her eousidc- 
. ration is insci»arab]y <;oinic(dfid M'Uh tliat of lier 
linsbandj and after paying the fwU price for it, she 
iinds lliat slic is to lose it, for no reason of wliicli 
' she can foci tlio cogency. She has sacrificed her 
' whole life to it, and her husband will not saevi- 
ficc to it a whim, a freak, an eccentricity j some- 
. thing )iot recognised (W idlosvcd for by the world, 

. and M'hicli tho world will agree M'itli lier in 
thinking a folly, if it tliinka no M'orsol Tho 
^ dilemma is hardest upon tliiit very incritovloua 
class of men, who, without possessing talcnls 
wliich qualify them to make a figure among those 
with wliom they agrees in opinion, liold their 
opinio)i from eunviclion, and fool bound in 
liononr and conscience to sorv'c it, by nuiking 
profession of tbeir bclier, and giving their time, 
labour, and means, to anything uudcrtukou iu its 
behalf. Tl»c wm*at case of all is M’licii such men 
hapi>cn to he of a rank nud position which of 
itself iicitlicr gives them, nor excludes tlicm 
from, 3#'l\at is considered tho best society j wlicn 
their admission to it depends mainly on wliat is 
thought of them personally — and however uncx- 
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copiioiiahlo Imicilmg niul habits, their being -y 
idontilied witli opinions and public conduct \m- 
acccptiiblo to those who give tlic tone to society 
Avould oporiito as an cfl(;ctual exclusion. Many 
a woiufiu flatters lun-self (nine times out of ten 
quite eri'oncouHly) tluit notliiiig prevents her and 
her husband from moving hi the highest society 
of lier nciglibourhood— society in wliicli otlicrs 
u-e!I Icuowji to Jier, and in the same chiss of life, 
mix freely — except llmt Jicr husband is unfortu- 
nately Ji Dissenter, or Ims t)jc reputation of 
mingling in low radical polilics, Tliat it is, she 
thinks, which Iniiders (leorgo from getting a 
ooininiHsiou or a jilace, Caroline from making an 
udvautageous match, imdjiroveutshcr and her hus- 
band from obtaining inviluliouH, jicrhnps honours, 
whicli, for anglit she hcch, they arc us well entitled 
to as Momo folks. With aucli an inducncc in 
every houHC, either exerted actively, or operating 
all the more \K)wurfully for not being asserted, is 
it any wonder that people in general arc kept 
down in that mediocrity of I’cspcctability which 
is becoming a marked chavuclcristic of modern 
times ? 

Tlicre is another very injurious aspect in which 
the clTuct, not of woinoii^a disabilities directly, but 
of the broad lino of diflcrojQoc which fllose dis- 
abilities ci'Oatc between the education njid clja- 
raoter of a woman and that of a man, rcquii’cs to 


' wliicli Ls the ideal of ninrriuil life. Jjitiinatc 
I society 1)et\vccii people radically dissimilar to one 
,.nnothev, ia an itlle dream. Unlilcciuess may atlvact, 

' hut it is UkciU’SH which relaiuM ; and in proportion 
to tlio likciK'ss is the suUuhility of the individuals 
to yive each other u happy life. AVlnle women 
arc so nuUko men, it is not wonderful tliat yolfisli 
men sliould feel the need of arbitrary power in 
their o^^'ll hands, to arrest in Vmine the life-long 
condiet of inelinalio)ts, by deciding every (jucation 
ou the side of their own ju-ofcrcuco. When people i 
are oxtromely unlike, llicix* can bo lU) real identity i 
of interest. Very often there is conscientious 1 
dilVcrcucc of opinion between married people, on * 
the higlicst points of duty. Is tlicrc any reality 
in the marriage union where this takes place? 
Yet it ia not niiconnnon anywlmvc, wlicn the 
woman lias any oarucHtness of character \ and it 
is a very general case indeed in Catliolio countries, 
when she ia supported in her dissent by the only 
other auUiority to which she is taught to bow, the 
priest. With Iho usual barofneedness of power 
not accuslomod to find itself disputed, tlic in- 
hucuco of priests over womci\ is attacked by Pro- 
testant and Liberal writci’s, less for being bad iu 
itself, than because it is a rival autliority to tlio 
husband, and raises up a revolt against his infal- 
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ilbilily. Til Aimilrtr tli/Torfiiiccs occa- 

sioimlly exist wlion an ICvaiigolical wife lias allied 
lici’Kclf with a husband of a dilVevent quality ; but 
in general tin’s wuircc al least of dissension is got 
rid olj by redneiug llio minds of iromon tosucli a 
nullity, lliut they have no opinions but thoso of 
Mrs. (Inindy, or thoso which tlic husband tolls 
tliein to have. "When thoro is no diflcrcnco of\ 
ojjiiiioiq dilVerenuca merely of tnsto may bo suffi- 
(dent to detract gr<‘.ully from Uio happiness of ', 
married life. And though it may stimulato tho '■ 
amatory propeiiHitica of men, it docs not coiuluco 
to married happiness^ to exaggerate by clifTcronccs 
of education whatever may be the irntivo diffe- 
rences of the «exoH. If the married pair aro 
M’oll-bred and well-lnTmvcd people, tlicy lolcrato 
each other’s tasKrs j bnl is nmtmil toleration what 
people look forward to, when thoy enter into 
marriiige ? Tlioso (lidcroncos of inclination will 
naturally nnikc thoir wishes ’dificrent, if not 
restrained by ulfeclion or duty, as to almost all 
domestic questions which arise. What a diffo- 
rence (liere must bo in tlio society wliicli the two 
jutrsons will wdsli lo frequent, or be frequented 
by 1 1‘lach udll desire aasoeiates who share their 
own tastes : tho persons agrcoablo to one, will bo | 
indifibrent or positively disagreeable to the other ; : 
yet there can bo none who aro not common to’’ 
hothj for married people do not now live in dif- ‘ 
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fcvGut parts of tlic lioimc and Iiuvo totally difll;- 
rcnt visiting lists, as in Llio roign of fjoiiis XV. 
They cniinot help having diUbrent wishes as to | 
the hvinging wpof the childven : eaeli ^YiU wish to ; 
SCO i'C|)it)diM;cd in them their own tastes and sciiti- 
luculs : ftud there is citlier a compronuKC; uud only 
a half-aatisfjictioii to cither, or tlic M ifo lias to 
yield — oftoa with hitler sufl’eriiig ; and, with or | 
withonl inlontioii, her occult iidlncneo continues ' 
to counterwork the luishand’s purposers. 

It would of cowrso bo cxticwc folly to suppose 
that tlicso dincrcnccH of feeling and incliimtum 
only exist because wonuni arc bvouglik up difte- 
rcnlly from men, and that there would not bo 
dincroncea of taste under any imaginable oircum- 
stances. But there is nothing beyond ti\o murk 
in saying that the dUtinctiou in bringing-up 
immensely aggravates those (UffeYences, and 
renders them wliolly iiun’ilablc. WliiUj women 
arc brought up as they are, a man and a woman 
will but rarely find in ono another real agree- 
ment of Inslcs and wishes as to daily life. Tlicy 
will generally have to give it up as hopeless, and 
renounce the attempt to luivo, in the inlinnito 
associate of their daily life, that idem vclle, idem 
nolle, which is the recognised bond of any society 
tliat Is really such; or if the inan succeeds in 
obtaining it, he docs so by choosing a woman 
who is so complete a nullity that slic has no 
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veUn or nolle at nil, and is ns ready to comply 
with 01U5 thing us uiiollior if any))ody tells her to 
do so. lOvcn tills cnlonlnlion i.s apt to fail ; dnl- : 
11 C.SH and nniiit of npirit arc not ahvays a guarantee > 
of llie suhniission which is so confidently expected ’ 
from them. But if they were, is this the ideal; 
of marriage? What, in tins ease, docs the man i 
obLiiiu by it, except an upper servant, a nnrsc, 
or a luiatrcss? On ll»c contrary, when each 
of two porson.s, instead of being a nothing, is 
a something; when they are attached to one 
aiiotlier, and arc not too much unlike to begin 
with; the constant partaking in the same things, 
assisted hy thcii* sympathy, draws out tlm latent 
cfip/ieili(‘s of cacli for Ixung interested in tlio 
things whie.h were at hast iulcrcaling only to the 
otlier; and works a gradual assimilation of the 
tastes 'and chartictors to one another, partly by 
tlio insensible modification of cacli, but more by 
a real enriching of the two natures, cacli ac* 
qniring the tastes and capacities of the other in 
addition to its own. 'J'liis oBcu happens between ; 
two IVionds of the same sex, who are much asso- 
ciated in liicir daily life : and it would bo a 
(•ommon, if not tbo commonest, ease in marriage, 
did not tlio totally dilferenl bringing-up of tlie 
two sexes mako it next to an impossibility to ■ 
form a really well-assorted union. Were tliis 
remedied, udiatcvcr diflbrcnccs tliej-c iniglit still 



174 


be in iniUviclnal tastes, there would at least be, 
as a general rule, complete unity and unanimity as 
i to tlic great objects of life. Wlieu the two per- 
sons botli caic for great objects, and ai-e a help 
and cncourngcment to each other in wliatevcr 
regards these, tlic minor matters on whicli their 
tastes may differ are not all-iinportaut to them ; 
and tlicro is a fomidalion for solid friendship, of 
an enduring character, more likely than anything 
else to make it, tbvough the whole of life, a greater 
pleasure to each to give plcf^urc to the other, 
than to receive it. 

I have considered, thus far, the cfTeets on the 
pleasures and hononts of the marriage union which 
depend on the mere unlikcncss between the wife 
and the husband : but the cWl tendency is pro- 
digiously aggravated when the unlikcncss is in- 
feriority. hfcrc unlikcncss, when it only means 
ditfoYcncc of good qualities, may bo more a 
benefit in the way of mutual improvement, than 
a drawback from comfort. Wlien each emulates, 
and desires and cudeavouj*s to acquire, the other's 
peculiar qualities, the diflFci*cDcc does not produce 
diversity of interest, but increased identity of it, 
and makes each still more valuable to the other. 
But when one is ranch the inferior of the two in 
mental ability and cultivation, and is not actively 
attempting by the other’s aid to rise to the other’s 
level, the whole influence of the connexion upon 
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tlie development of the superior of the two is i 
(leterioratiug : aud still more so in a tolerably 
iiappy man’iage than iu ati unhappy one. It is <■ 
not witli impunity that the superior iu intellect 
shuts liimself up with au inferior, aiicl elects ' 
that inferior for his chosen, and sole cooiplctciy ■: 
intimate, associate. Any society which is not irn- } 
proving, is deteriorating: and the more so, tlic^ 
closer and more familiar it is. IJyen a really 
8Ui)erior man almost always begins to deteriorate ^ 
when he is habitually (jis the phrase is) king of his ; 
company : and iu his most habitual company the ; 
husband who has a wife inferior to liim isnlways so. ' 

his self-satisfaction is inccssantlynuuisferecl' 
to on the one hand, on the other lie insensibly 
imbibes the modes of feeling, and of looking at 
things, whicle belong to a more vulgar or a more | 
limited mind than Lis own. This evil differs ‘ 
from many of those wliich have hitherto been 
dwelt on, by being an uicrcasing one. The 
association of men with women iu daily life is 
much closer and inoi*c complete than it ever was 
before. Elen’s life is more domestic. Formerly, 
their pleasiu'cs and chosen occupations were 
among men, and in men's company : their \rives 
had but a fragment of their lives. At the present 
time, the progress of civilization, and tlic turn of 
opiuiou against the rough amusements and con- 
vivial e.^cc3ses which formerly occupied most men 
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in tbftir hours of relaxation — togctliov witli (it 
must be Bfticl) the iwpYOvcd tone of mnilc.ni feel- 
ing as to the reciprocity of duly u’hioh binds 
llic husband towards the wife — Imvc thrown the 
man very much more upon home and its iiinmtosj 
for his pci-sonal and social j)Icfisuro.s ; wliilc the 
kind and degree of improvement wliieli 1ms been 
made in women’s education, has made ihom in 
some degree eapahle of being his companions in 
ideas and menial tastes, while leaving ihom, in 
most eases, still hopelessly iTifcrior to him. llis 
desire of mental comimmiou is thus in general 
satisfied by a communion from which lie Icarim 
nothing. An nuiniproving and unstimulaling 
compauiousliip is suhstitulcd for (wlvat he miglit 
otherwise have hcen obliged lo seek) Iho society 
of his cqwal.s in powor.s and his fellows in Llio 
higher pursuits. Wo see, aireordingly, tliat young 
men of the greatest promise generally cemsc lo 
improve as soon a.s they mari’y, ami, not im- 
proving, inevitably degenerate. If tho wife docs 
not push tlic husband forward, alio always holds 
him back. He ceases lo care for what she docs 
not cni’c for; ho no longer desires, and ends by 
disliking and shunning, society eongenial to Ids 
former aspirations, and wldcli would now slnimo 
his falling-off from them ; his Iiiglicr faculties 
botli of mind and hoarl cense to be called into acti- 
vity. And this change coinciding with the now and 
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Bolfisli interests which arc created by the family, ! 
after a few years he (lifTcrs in no material respect '■ 
from tlioso wlio have never liatl wislics for any- 1 
tiling but the common vanilica and the common;’ 
pecuniary olijccta. 

Wliat marriage may bo in tlic case of two 
persona of euUivalctl faculties, ■jacnlical in opi- 
nions and purposes, between wJiom there exists 
that best kind of equality, similarity of powers > 
and capacitica with reciprocal superiority in them 
— HO that each can enjoy tho luxury of looking up 
to tlio other, and con Imvc alternately the pleasure 
of loading and of being led in the path of develop* I 
mont — I will not attempt to describe. To tliosc ' 
wlio can conceive it, there is no need ; to those 
who cannot, it would appear llic dream of an 
ontliusiast. Bull maiulaiu, witli the profoiindcst 
conviction, that this, and this only, is J,lie idc.ftl of 
marriage ; and that all opinions, customs, and in- , 
stitutions wliich favour any other notion of it, or 
turn tho conceptions and aspiratious connected I 
with it into any other direction, by wluitovcr pre- ; 
tenees they may he coloui’cd, arc relies of jirimitive ‘ 
barbarism. The moral regeneration of mankind 
will only really commeneo, when the most funda- 
montal of tho social relations is plapcd under the ; 
rulo of equal justice, and when human beings 
learn to cultivato their strongest sympathy with 
an equal in rights and in cultivation. 

H 
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Tims fav, the bcucfits which it lias ap2icai 
that the world would gain by ceasing to mr 
sex a disqualification for privileges and a bad 
of subjection, are social rather than individui 
consisting in an increase of the general fund 
thinking and acting jioMcr, and an imiirovcnic 
in the general coiidilions of tlic association 
men with women. But it would be a grieve 
undcmtatcmcnl of tlie ease to omit tlie me 
direct benefit of all, tlie unspeakable gain 
private luqipiiicss to tlie liberated lialf of t 
species; tJic diflci-cnec to tliem lictwccn a life 
subjection to tlie will of otlicrs, and a life 
rational freedom. After tlie ]>rlnmry ncecssit 
of food fuid raiment, freedom is tlie first a 
strongest want of human nature. "Wbilc m/i 
kind arc lawless, ibeir desire is lor lawless fre 
dom. 'Wlion they have learnt to understand t 
meaning of duty and tlie value of reason, Lh 
incline more and more to bo guided and restrain 
by these in the exorcise of their freedom ; Ij 
they do not theveforo desire fi’cedom loss ; tli 
do not become disposed to accept the will 
other people as the rcprosciitativo and int( 
^ pretcr of those guiding imnciplei^. On the co 
trary, the communities in which the reason li 
been most cultivated, and in which the idea 
social duty has been most powerful, are tlio 
which have most sti'ongly asserted the freedo 
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of action of the ituUvubml — tlio Iil)crty of each to 
govern Iti.s eotulnct liy Jiis ow'ii feelings of duty, 
nml hy .snelj Jiuva nnd social mslraints as liis own 
conscience can Ruhsoribc to. 

lie who would rightly apprcciato thewortli of \'' 
personal iiulcpondciicc as an element of liappi- 
ueasj should eonsidor the vuluo he liimsclf puts 
upon it as an ingredient of lii-s own. Thcic is no . 
subject on which Ihore is a grcnicr habitual diffc- ’ 
rcncc of judgment between a man judging for 
lilniscif, and (he Hniiic man judging for other 
])00i»lc. Wlien he Iicars othci’s couiplainiiig tliat. 
they arc iiot allowed frccflojn ofaclion — that tlicir 
own will has not aunicient iulUioncc in tlic regu- 
lation of tlu;ir affuirs — his ineliualion is, to aak, 
what mi (heir grievances? what positive damage 
limy sustain ? and in what respect they consider ' 
their atfairs to bo mismanaged? and if thoy fail 
to make out, in answer to these (picstions, what 
ajipfiai's to liim a su/Tlelciit ease, he turns a deaf 
oar, ajid regards llioir complaint as the fanciful 
qiicrnlon.snc.ss of people whom Jiotliing reasonable 
will .satisfy. But ho has a quite difforent standard 
of judgment when he is deciding for himself. 
Then, the most nncxceptionahlc administration of ' 
his intoroats by n tutor set over him, docs not 
satisfy hi.s feelings : his pci'sonal exclusion from 
the deciding aiitliority appears itself llic greatest 
grievance of all, rendering it superfluous even to 

N 3 
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enter into the (iticslion of nilsmiiiiaf'erncnl. It is 
the same ^Yilll imlicma. What cilizcn of a free 
cn\intry would listen to any oderN (jf j^ood aiid 
skilful julmiiualrutioii, in retuni for tlie abdica- 
tion of freedom ? J'lvon if lie could hcliovo that 
good and skilful adiuiulAtratlon can exist among 
a peojde ruled by a will lujt their owiij M'ould 
not the considouHness of working out their 
own destiny under their own moral respon- 
sibility be a eompensaliou to his feelings for 
great rudeiu'ss and inipeircction in the details of 
public affairs? IjcI him rest assured tliiiL what- 
ever be feels oil tbis point; women feel in a fully 
equal degrc(5. AVIialever bus been said or written; 
from the time of Herodotus to the present, of the 
cunoblhig innucucc of free government — tlio nerve 
and spring wliicli it gives to all Ihn faenUios, the 
lurgor and bigber objects wliich it jnesents to the 
intellect and feelings, the more \insellish public 
spirit, and calmer and broader views of duty, 
that it engenders, and the generally loftier plat- 
form onwhieli it clcYiilcs Uic individual as a moral, 
I spiritual; and soeiiil being — is every jjartielc 
1 as true of women aa of men. Are these thiugR 
no important part of individual liaiipincss ? Let 
any man call to mind what he liimself felt on 
emerging from boyhood — from the tutelage and 
control of even loved and an'cellonalc elders — and 
entering upon Iho rcspujisibilitics of manhood. 
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AVfts it not liko Iho pliysioal cfTcct of taking o/T a 
innivy weight, <h* rolottHing him fi'om oljstruo.tivc, 
ov(m if not oLlierwisc painful, ijojuls ? Did ho 
not fciil LwifO HM iniioli alit'c, twice Qs much n 
Immuu heiug, ns before? And docs lie imagine 
llial W(im('.ii liave none of these feelings ? But it 
is ft ulriking AujI, tlmt iJic sftlisfftctions and 
nunlifidaLiuiiH personal pride, thougli all in all 
to most men when the case is llicir own, have 
less ullowaneo ninde for llunn in tlio ease of otlicr 
people, and are h’.ss listened to as a ground or a 
jnstihealum of euiuluct, lliaii any other natural 
liunian fticling.s ; pcrliaps because men compliment 
tlu'.ui in their own cane witli tiio names of so 
many otlicr ipiaUties, that they arc seldom 
cojiNfiinirt Innv niiglity an inlluenco lliesc feelings 
exercise in their own lives. No less large and 
powerful is their part, wo may assure oursolvcs, in 
iho lives anti feelings of women. Women arc 
seluiolcd into HtippresMing them in their most 
natural and most hcalUiy direction, but the in- 
tcrnul jn'iiieipio remains, in a dilTorent outward 
form. All. (udive ftiid energetic inind, if denied ) 
liberty, will seek for power : refused the com- i 
naaml of itself, it will assert its personality by 
attempting to control others. To allow to any 
human beings no oxistenco of tiieir own but 
wliat dopends ou others, is giving far too 
liigli a preminm on bending others to their pur- 



poses. Whero liberty cannot bo lioped lor, and 
po^Ycr can, power becomes Iho grand object of 
liutnan desire; those to whom otlior.s will not ^ 
leave the undisturbed iiuumgoincnt of tlicir own 
allairs, will coinpcnsalc tlienuselvc.s, if they can, by 
meddling for tJjcir own purposes willi Llie adairs 
of Olliers, rieiico also M'oinen\s i»ission for per- 
sonal beauty, and dress and display; and all the 
evils tbat How from it, iu the way of inisebicvous 
, luxury and social immorality. The lovo of power 
|aud the lovo of lilieiiy aro iu eternal anlagoiiism. 

^ AVhere Lhcro is least liberty, the passion for [lower 
.is tlio most ardent and un.scrupulouH. Tlie dc.slre 
of jiowor over othens can only ccuso to be a dc- 
[iraving agency among mankind, wlicii cacli of 
them individually is able to do wvtbouk it; wbicb 
can only l>c whero rcsjicet for lilicrLy in the per- 
sonal eoncorns of each is an established priiiciiilo. 

.Hut it is not only IhrougU Iho aenliiuont of 
personal dignity, that tho free direction and dis- 
posal of their own faculties is a aourco of indi- 
vidual happiness, audio be fettered and reslrieted in 
it, a 80\u'co of mxhappiucss, to human beings, and 
not least to women. Therc.ia notliing, after disease, 
indigence, ami guilt, so fatal to tlio pleasurable ! 
enjoyment of life ns the want of a worthy outlet 
for tlio active faculties. Women wlio liuvo tlio 
cares of n family, and wliilo they have tho caros 
of a family, have this outlet, and it gcnorally 
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BufiicoH for them : but what of the gi'catly in- 
creasing inimber of women, wlio have had no 
oppurLmiity of exercising the vocation wliich 
they are mocked by telling them is tlieir proper 
one ? AVhat of the women whoso children Imve 
bccii lost to them by ricatli or distance, or liavc 
grown up, married, and formed homes of tlieir 
own? Tlicro aro abuiidniit examples of men i 
wlio, after a life engrossed by business, retire with 1 
a competency to the enjoymeul, as they hope, of ‘ 
rest, but to whom, as they aro unable to acejuire ' 
now interests and excitcincnls that can ropliico 
the old, tlic ohange to a life of inactivity brings • 
enimi, melancholy, and premature death. Yet *■ 
no one thinks of llie paivdlel case of so many 
worthy and devoted women, who, having paid what 
they are told is tlicir <lcbt to society — having 
brought up a family blamelessly to manhood and 
womanhood — having kept a house ns long as they 
had a house needing to be kept — are deserted by 
the sole occupation for which they have fitted 
tlioinsclvcs j and remain with undiminislicdactiWty 
hut with no employment for it, unless perhaps a ! 
dniightcror daughter-in-law is willing to abdicate 
in their favour fclio discharge of the same func- ' 
tioiis in licr yoxmgcr household. Surely a hard 
lot for tlic old ago of those who liavc worthily 
discharged, as long as it was given to thorn to 
discharge, what the world accounts tlioir only 
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social duty. Of such women, and of tliosc others 
to whom this duty has not bcoii conitniUed at 
all — many of whom i)ine tlirough life willi the 
consciousness of thwarted vocations, and aoti-^ 
vities Avhich arc not sulTm’ed to expand — the 
only njsourccs, s|}cnking f»cn(5nilly, arc religion 
ainl charity. Ihit tlicir rcligio)!, thoiigli it may 
bo one of feeling, and of ceremonial observance, 
ca)niot be a religion of action, unless in the 
fornr of charily. Pov charity many of tlicjn arc 
by nature admirably fitted j but to practise it 
usefully, or even ^yil}Joui doing misebief, requires 
the education, Ibo manifold pvciuiratiou, the know- 
ledge and tlio thinking powers, of a skilful ad- 
ininislralor. There arc few of the adminisLiativo 
functions of government for which a person would 
not he fit, who w fit to bestow cimrity usefully. 
In this as in other eases (pre-eminently in that 
of the cducaliou of children), tlie duties per- 
mitted to women cannot ho porfoi-mcd properly, 
wilho»it their Iming trained for duties which, to 
the great loss of noahty, arc not perinitlcd to 
them. And here let me notice the singular way 
in which the question of women’s disabilities is 
frequently presented to view, by those who find 
it easier to draw a ludicrous picture of what they 
do not like, than to answer tlio arguments for it. 
When it is suggested that womou^a executive 
capacities and prudent counsels might sometimes 
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bo found vnlimblc in nflaire of state, tlicso lovers 
of fun liold \ip to Iho ridiciilo of llie woi-ld, as 
sitting in i)urUiuncnt or in the cabinet, girls in 
itlioir teens, or young wives of two or three and 
twenty, tninsporlcd bodily, exactly as they are, 
from the drawing-room to tlic House of Com- 
luouB. They forget that males are not usually 
Holcetcd at this early age for a scat iu Par- 
liament, or for responsible political functions. 
Common aeusc would tell them that if such 
truBta were eonfulcd to women, it would be 
to H\icii as Iiaving no special vocation for mw- 
ried life, or preferring nuotlicr cm]iIoyincut of 
their fucuUics (us many women even now prefer 
to nian-iagd sotno of the few Ijonourahlc occupa- 
tiotis U'illiin their reach), have spent tho best 
years of llicir youth in attempting to qualify 
tljomsolvcs for Ujo pursuits in winch Uicy desire 
to engage; or still more frequently pcrLniw, 
widows or wives of forty or fifty, by whom tho 
knowledge of life and faculty of government 
which they have acquired in their families, could 
by the aid of appropriate studios be miido uvuil- 
ablo on a less contracted scale. There is no : 
oountry of lluropc iu which the ablest men liave \ 
not frequently cxpcriciiecd,aiKl keenly appreciated, \ 
tlic value of the advice and. help of clever and t 
experienced women of the world, iu tho attaiai- 
iiicnt beth of private and of public objects ; and 


; tlicrc arc important mattors of public adminiatra- 
tiou to which few men are crinally competent 
with Rwch women j among othci's, the detailed 
control of cxpcnditiiie. But wliat we are now 
diac.uasing is not the need ^vhich society has ol 
the services of women in pnblie business, but the 
dull and hopeless life to which it so often con- 
demns them, by forbidding them to exercise the 
practical abilities wliioli many of them arc con- 
scious of, ill any wider field than one wliicli to 
some of them never was, and to others is no 
longer, open. If there is anything vitally im- 
portant to the happiness of human beings, it is 
that they should relish theii’ Imbitiial pursuit. 
This requisite of an enjoyable life is very imper- 
fectly granted, or altogether denied, to a large 
part of mankind ; and l)y its absence many a life 
is a failure, which is provided, in aiipearaiicc, with 
every requisite of success. But if cirenmstunecs 
which society is not yet .skilful enougli to over- 
come, render .such failures often for the present 
inevitable, society need not itself inflict tlicm. 
Tlic injudicioiisucss of parents, a youtlds own 
inexperience, or the absence of external oppor- 
tunities for the congenial vocation, and their 
, presence for an uncongenial, condemn numbers 
|of men to pass their lives in doing one thing rcluc- 
Itantly and ill, when there arc other things which 
Hhey could have done well and happily. But on 
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ivomon tliis sontcnco is imposed by nctnal law^- 
iind by ciifitoms equivalent to law. What, in( 
iineiili{?btcned aoeiolics, colour, race, religion, orj 
jii the ease of a conquered country, iiatimuility,j 
are Icj some men, sox ia to all women ; a|^ 
pi'vempluvy exclusion from nhnoat all honouvablc' 
«){!(!iHmLions, but either such as cannot be fulfilled 
by otbors, or siieli ub those oLhem do not think 
worthy of their iicecplanco. Sunbrings arising 
from ('auses of this iiuluro usually meet with so 
little sympalby, limt few persons arc aware of the 
great uiiiouiit of unhappiness even now pro- 
dvve.wl by llio fccUng of a wasted life. The ease 
will bo even more frequent, us increased cnltiva- 
lioii crcalcN a grculcr and greater (\i8])roportioii 
b(5Lwecn tlie ideus and faculties of women, and 
the HCffpe wliich society allows to iboir activity. 

■VVlien wo consider the positive evil caused to I' 
the disqualified half of the human race by their 
disqualifleatioii — first in the loss of the most in- 
spiriting and elevating kind of pcr.sonid enjoy- 
ment, and next in the wenvincss, disappointment, 
and profound disBatisfactiou with life, which arc 
so often the Buhstitutc for it; one feels that 
among all the lessons which men require for 
carrying on the struggle against the inevitable 
imperfections of their lot on earth, tlicre is no 
lesson which they more need, than not to add to 
the evils which Yiaturo inflicts, by their jealous 



Jcgrce, in all tliut niakc!j lilu vhIuuIjIc! to the 
individual Jtumau being. 


